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Happily, Spring is here! Hope everyone had a nice Easter & Passover.  We will 
be doing our 1st nursing home visit at the Hebrew Home on Grasslands Rd. in 
Valhalla on Wed., June 3rd. The sign-up sheets will be a the May meeting.  
 
Also, please don't forget to pay & sign up for the Club Brunch  at the Willow 
Ridge Country Club in Harrison on Sunday, May 17th. The price is $20.00 per 
person. Thank's to Linda Melnikoff & Peter Brown for arranging this! I have 
been speaking to Malcome Pray's secretary about a tour of his museum in 
Banksville, N.Y. All of his cars are now in that facility. He also has a commercial 
body shop in Stamford which we also might be able to visit.    
 
I have some of the cruise night area starting dates:  The Holiday Inn in Mt. 
Kisco will start on Friday evening, April 24th. Rose Hill in Thornwood will start 
around the 1st Sat. in May. Marcus Dairy in Danbury will be starting Saturday, 
April 25th.   
 
Linda will be speaking about her cruise & trip to China at the next meeting. John 
Artria will be bring the refreshments. Thanks to both Linda & John. Also Linda 
could use about 10 cars at the Folerderol in Armonk in June. We should also 
talk about the Alice Ramsey Tour happening on June 9th. 
 
                                        See You In May,   Tom  Traynor 

Today Tom Traynor & I went to 
Jamestown, Rhode Island to 
pick up a  1964-66 Plymouth 
Valiant convertible for one of 
my old customers. It's a '64 
with a  front clip from a '66. It 
was registered & insured, but 
had not been used for 3 years. 
We flat towed it (tow bar & all 4 
wheels on the ground). Had no 
trouble towing it at 55-60 mph 
with my 1980  Volare station 
wagon. We left at 6am and got 
back at 3:30pm. Mileage was 
about 350 miles roundtrip. 
Andy Wittenborn 3/18/2009	
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I wrote about Nat Quick in a long-ago Exhaust 
Whistle article.  Besides a great career in custom 
painting and striping, and his retirement vocation of 
super realistic WW2 aircraft paintings, he is a su-
perb model builder.   
 
AMT made a promotional 
model of the ‘66 Valiant, but 
only of the Signet hardtop.  
I’d never seen one in all my 
years of looking, but one 
day one came across on 
ebay, and was able to pur-
chase it.  I brought it to Nat 
who said he’d be able to 
build, paint, and detail this 
1/25th scale model into a 
replica of my (full sized) real 
car.  I left the model with 
Nat.  Then I spoke with my friend Kevin Kees, a 
serious and accomplished promotional model col-
lector and builder. 
 
He explained the rarity and, as a consequence of 
that, the high cost of the ‘66 Valiant “promo”.  He 
also pointed out that by 
modifying the promo I had I 
would severely lessen its 
value.  That wasn’t a con-
cern of mine; rather to 
have the opportunity for 
Nat to create a duplicate of 
my real car (in miniature) 
would be a beautiful, tangi-
ble way to enrich my Val-
iant “involvement”. 
 
Kevin was generous and 
kind in supplying the 
(correct-for-my car’s) dark 
turquoise metallic paint, which Nat had to reduce 
so as to get a better proportion of metal flakes to 
color (suitable to the  1/25th scale of the model).  
Upon disassembly, Nat found that this factory 
promo had been modified at some point with the 
addition of a resin interior that had a substandard 
fit.  He took care of that, and the paint and trim are 
simply magnificent.   

 
While this model was at Nat’s, it dawned on me 

that a Signet hardtop could, with careful cutting, be 
made into a Signet convertible, so I set out to find 

another promo…but 
learned of a much 

more available, less 
expensive alternative.  

 
A resin ‘66 Signet 

hardtop was being 
made in 1/25th scale, 

and I bought one.   
This time I took 

Kevin’s incredibly gen-
erous offer to build a 

convertible from a 
hardtop model, and 

sent him the resin Sig-
net.  My full sized Signet is black, as most of you 

know, with a tan vinyl interior.  Kevin made the top 
boot, but hadn’t any of the rear seat (convertible 

only) arm rest bases he’d made for his ‘63-’65 Val-
iant convertible models.  He proceeded to build a 

beautiful, authentic scale model replica of my (real) 
‘66 convertible, cor-

rectly painted, and sent 
it back to me.  The 

windshield frame got 
broken in shipping, but 

Nat fixed it, and did 
some chrome trim de-

tailing. 
 

Now I have TWO beau-
tiful, accurate models 

of extraordinary fidelity 
to the full sized Val-
iant’s in our garage.  

Resting on a shelf only 
10 feet away from my desk.  It is an unending 

pleasure to see them, and think about my wonder-
ful friendships with Nat and Kevin. 

 
  - Phil 
 
(Photos submitted by Phil Goldberg and scanned in 
by Steve Unger) 
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Leads and Tips:   FOR SALE!  
 	
1986 Mercedes Benz 	560 SL	
 $13,500 NEG.	
 Mileage: 101,032	
Vin# 
WDB8A40046A047667	
 	
Call: Clinton Pinnoek	
(914) 667-0528 
(Friend of Geoff Cullen)	
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Tom Traynor 
519 Vine Road 

Yorktown Hts., NY 
914-962-5893 
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Peter Brown 
2 Ironwood Lane 
Rye, NY  10580 
914-967-1037 
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Mark Staple 
81 Grandview Ave. 
White Plains, NY 
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Linda Melnikoff 
16 Davis Drive 

Armonk, NY 10504 
914-273-2264 

Geoff Cullen 
80 Grove Ave. 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
914-879-8130 

Richard Falantano 
3247B Barkley Ave. 
Bronx, NY  10465 

718-597-7851 

Howard Attanasio 
175-45 88th Ave. 2H 
Jamaica, NY  11432 

718-523-8213 

Editor – David Rubin 
845-225-5990 

Email:  SJZR5@Optonline.net 

The Exhaust Whistle is the official monthly pub-
lication of Westchester County New York, 
A.A.C.A, Inc. and is distributed to all active 

members. 
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David Rubin  
16 Tango Lane  
Carmel, NY  10512 
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