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Make It Easy for Prospective 
Members to Join Your Club. 

 
Joe Gagliano- VP-

Regions 
 
 Recently an email 
crossed my com-
puter from National 
Headquarters, it 
was from a fellow 
AACA member that 
was having diffi-
culty locating and 
getting connected 
with the local re-
gion/ chapter in his 
area.  He had tried to contact the person 
noted in the Antique Automobile maga-
zine, even went to the AACA web site and 
pulled up the Home Page and application 
for the region/ chapter, but wasn’t having 
a lot of success. The issue became com-
pounded because in order to join the re-
gion/ chapter he had to have two spon-
sors and the signature of the President!  If 
he didn’t know anyone in the region/ 
chapter, or could not make contact with 
anyone, how could he get those signa-
tures? 
I was asked to get involved and see if the 
issue could be resolved.  I’m happy to re-
port, that it was and the region/ chapter 
received a new member.  I thought I’d 
share with you some lessons learned. 
 I called the region/ chapter President and 
found that the contact person no longer 
did that job and wasn’t very conscientious 
about forwarding leads, when he did do it.  
Next the sponsorship requirement was no 
longer mandatory, it was an old condition 
left on the application form.   
With today’s competition for new mem-
bers, our regions and chapters have go 
the extra mile to attract and sign up pro-
spective members.   

• Make sure your contact information is 

current and your contact people are avail-
able and dedicated to welcoming new 
members. 

ο   Provide more than one contact 
reference. 

• When a prospective member shows 
interest in your club, send them copies of 
your newsletter, especially those that fea-
ture your events and activities. 

ο   When you write articles, make sure 
you convey the fun and enthusiasm of 
your club 

• Also send them a copy of your future 
activities and events and invite them to 
participate. 
• Make sure if they accept your invita-
tion, they are greeted, welcomed and 
hosted by someone in your club at the first 
few events they attend.  It is a little un-
nerving to attend an event, as a stranger, 
and know no one. 
• Make sure you introduce the prospec-
tive members as guests at the meeting, 
and introduce them to as many members 
as possible. 

ο   If they have antique cars, mention 
what they are; there maybe someone 
there with similar interests 

• In my chapter we suggest to prospec-
tive members they attend three meetings 
or activities before making their decision 
to join.  It gives them a broader range of 
experience and no pressure on joining the 
club right a way. 
 
 Remember, getting new members usually 
takes some effort and selling, make it 
easy for new, prospective to join your club 
then work hard to keep them. 
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AUTHENTICITY IS THE OWNER’S 

 RESPONSIBILITY 
BY 

ROBERT R. (BO) CROLEY 
VICE PRESIDENT-CLASS JUDGING 

 
 The objective of AACA National Meet 
Judging as stated in the “Official 
Judging Rules and Guidelines”, 
sometimes referred to as the Judg-
ing Manual, is to evaluate an an-
tique vehicle that has been restored 
to the “same state as when the 
dealer received the vehicle from the 
factory”.  AACA judges all makes and 
models of antique vehicles and it is 
virtually impossible for members of 
a judging team to be familiar with 
every component of every vehicle in a class.  Therefore, 
proof of authenticity for purposes of AACA National Meet 
Judging is the vehicle owner’s responsibility. 
 
 Judges are required to “accept factory written proof of au-
thenticity without question.  Any feature, option or accessory 
shown in the original factory catalog, sales literature or com-
pany directives for a model year will be accepted for judg-
ing.”  Verbal opinion of the owner and magazine articles, 
manuals and publications that are not factory authorized   
may be accepted or rejected by the judging team at the 
team captain’s discretion.   
 
 Before the Judging Team begins judging the vehicle, the 
team captain will introduce himself/herself to the vehicle 
owner and let them know that they are ready to start judging 
the vehicle.  This is the ideal time for the owner to tell the 
team captain that he/she has documentation available for 
the team members to review and to suggest that the team 
take a minute to look at the documentation.  If the vehicle is 
one that is not often seen on the judging field or, for exam-
ple, if the owner is aware of the fact that he/she has had 
points deducted at a previous meet for certain components, 
then the vehicle owner should tell the team captain that and 
ask the team to review the documentation showing that the 
components are authentic. 
 
 Specific guidelines for judging antique vehicles are listed in 
Section VIII of the judging manual.   Judges are required to 
follow these guidelines and documentation is required from 
the owner for any exceptions.  The manual is available from 
AACA Headquarters or at every AACA National Judging 
School.  The schools are open to all AACA members and ve-
hicle owners are encouraged to attend one each year.  
Schools are conducted on the Friday afternoon before each 
National Meet and are usually held at the headquarters  

(Continued on page 3) 

 
A Word from the Executive Director 

Steve Moskowitz 
 
Blame Joe Gagliano, not me!  He has 
called for an article from me and since 
he is one of my “bosses” I am obliged to 
comply!  Actually, it is a privilege but I 
do not want to wear out my welcome.  
You do hear from me in the magazine 
and those of you who subscribe to Cars 
and Parts have also become 
“acquainted” with your new Executive 
Director.  I also am usually found 
“spouting off” on our forum. 

 
 I think it appropriate to congratulate my predecessor, Bill 
Smith on his selection as the Meguairs Man of the Year.  It is 
probably the single most prestigious honor in the car hobby 
and even includes a black tie affair ala the Oscar awards.  It 
will be televised!  Of course, behind every successful man 
there is a woman and I am sure Jeanne is basking in the 
glow of the selection as well.  I know all of you will join me in 
congratulating the Smiths and wishing them a wonderful 
time in California as he accepts this well deserved award. 

 
 Speaking of the Meguairs Man of the Year, a previous recipi-
ent was Jay Leno.  Jay has been gracious enough to share 
several phone calls with me on the state of the hobby.  I 
have asked for him to be a part of an exciting new possibility 
for AACA.  I can’t let the “cat out of the bag” yet but we are in 
negotiations on several fronts for a major new announce-
ment for AACA.  

 
 I will continue to plead as others will also, for your support.  
We need more of you to step up and host a meet or tour.  
We know that the amount of work is hard for some clubs.  
However, we have had very small Regions and Chapters put 
on a successful meet.  Your Directors and headquarters 
stand ready to help you in every way possible.  You need to 
“get into the game.”  Please do not stand on the sidelines, 
as the reward for becoming involved will pay dividends with 
your membership and ours. 

 
 For those of you that always comply with sending in your Re-
gion information, we thank you.  Peggy Hoerner, in our office 
works very hard to keep this information up to date.  Sadly, 
some of our groups refuse to comply with our by-laws and do 
not send the ORF’s in or other required data.  It is very im-
portant for your insurance coverage to also make sure your 
members are our members.  Please help. 

 
 Well, by the time you read this the shows and tours will be 
starting.  Gainesville to Palatka.  Seems like a short drive but 
there is a whole lot of activity in between!  Get your car out 
and join us!  Make sure you flag me down at any meet and 
let’s talk AACA!  See you in a few……    
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hotel. 
 
 Documentation is especially important for certain compo-
nents that may vary from model to model or even from 
vehicle to vehicle.  On some vehicles, radiator and hose 
clamps may not all be alike or may vary from model to 
model or even vehicle to vehicle.  Documentation should 
be provided to the team captain showing that the vehicle’s 
clamps are authentic.  Other areas that should be docu-
mented include trim/striping/moldings, decals, carpet, 
upholstery, tires, valve stems/\covers, batteries, spark 
plugs, spark plug wires, and tape/tubing.  Class 27 vehicle 
owners should have extensive documentation available 
and should ask the team captain to review it with the team 
before they begin judging the vehicle.   
 

Remember, National Meet Judging is not just the responsi-
bility of the judging team, it is also the vehicle owner’s re-
sponsibility.  The team will evaluate the vehicle based on 
the specific guidelines in the judging manual, but it is the 
vehicle owner’s responsibility to know what is contained in 
the specific guidelines and to provide documentation es-
tablishing the authenticity of any components that do not 
comply with those guidelines.  In addition the owner should 
be prepared to document the authenticity of all other vehi-
cle components.  The result of these efforts on the part of 
the vehicle owner and the judging team should be a fair, 
honest and reasonable evaluation of the antique vehicle.  
 
  

 
 
  

(Continued from page 2) 

Father of Traffic Safety 
 

by Bruce E. Wheeler 
Editor of the Harford Horn, Harford Region, AACA  

And member of the AACA Regions Committee 
 
    Traffic circles, or roundabouts as they are often called, 
have been widely used in the northeastern states and 
have begun to be used more and more throughout the 
rest of the country.  The idea of a one way roundabout, in 
addition to many other traffic ideas we take for granted 
today, were the work of William Eno, known as the 
“Father of Traffic Safety”. 
 
    William Phelps Eno was 
born in New York in 1858.  At 
the age of nine while on a trip 
to New York City with his 
mother, their carriage became 
involved in a traffic jam that 
took over an hour to resolve.  
This incident made an impact 
on Eno and he spent his life 
working to improve the traffic flow.  Eno wrote a treatise 
titled "Reform of Our Street Traffic Urgently Needed" in 
1900 and became known as a world-renowned expert on 
vehicular traffic.  In 1903, he published the first primer 
for driving titled "The Rules for Driving" and developed 
the world's first traffic regulations in New York City.  In 
1904, Eno designed the country's first real roundabout 
that became known as New York City's Columbus Circle.   
Eno's reasoning behind the 
roundabout was that traffic 
would flow easier if everyone 
were moving in the same di-
rection.  Eno frequently trav-
eled abroad in his work and 
developed the first traffic 
plans for several foreign cities 
including London and Paris. 

 
    Other traffic ideas developed 
by Eno include the stop sign, 
one-way streets, pedestrian 
safety islands, crosswalks, bus 
stops, taxi stands and traffic 
signal towers.  He is also cred-
ited for developing the ideas of 
"slow traffic keep right", "passing 
on the left only", pavement markings, the driver's license, 
vehicle registration, traffic cops, and issuing citations for 
traffic violations.  In addition, he produced the concept of 
a subway in New York City. 
 
    Eno's developments extended to include maritime and 
railroad operations, and eventually, aviation.  In 1921, 
Eno established the Eno Foundation, a private, non-profit 
organization dedicated to improving all modes of trans-
portation on ground, air, and water.  The Eno Foundation 
still exists today and publishes books and reports on vari-
ous transportation topics, including the foundation's jour-
nal "Transportation Quarterly".  William Eno was one of 
the founders of the Institute of Transportation Engineers 
in 1930.  
 
    John Eno died in 1945 at the age of 86.  His inventions 
have undoubtedly prevented many accidents and saved 
many lives over the years.  Ironically, the father of traffic 
safety cared very little for the automobile and he never 
learned to drive. He had a chauffeur drive him wherever 
he wanted to go. 
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Ramblings of Enzo the Cat 
 
  Hi ya folks, it’s me Enzo your favorite feline. My goodness 
it’s cold outside. The snow is up to my shoulders when I walk 
out there. So needless to say I have been spending a lot 
more time indoors. I wish it was spring time already. Dad is 
always miserable cause he can’t take the cars for a ride. 
Say, speaking of dad, the other day he was emailing a friend 
and they were talking about the concept of “team”. By the 
way, what’s an email? Is that anything a cat would enjoy do-
ing? Anyways I was puzzled by this seemingly serious conver-
sation about “team”. So as any reasonably intelligent cat 
would do I sought help. Of course when any cat in my 
neighborhood needs help, some dogs too for that matter, 
they seek out my good friend Albert Felinestien, he’s the 
smartest cat I know. I’ve told you about Albert in the past. So 
I trudged outside, braved the winter blasts of snow and cold, 
the winds howling so that my poor furry body could barely 
stand it. But, yet, inquisitive by nature, I had to know, just 
what was this “team” thing was all about. I searched for Al-
bert. 
 
 Finally after what seemed like hours of searching in all of 
Albert’s favorite places, I was about ready to give up. I was 
now nearly at Albert’s house but I know he doesn’t like being 
in the house cause all the humans expect him to be affec-
tionate and act like a house pet. Albert often says, Geez 
Enzo you’d think they thought they were running the place or 
something. He’s right you know. The first basic any cat 
learns in cat school is that when a human calls a dog the 
dog comes running, tongue out, tail wagging with that “Oh 
my I love you so much what can I do for you” look.  However, 
when a human calls a cat, even though the cat loves the 
human, the proper response is to look at them and simply 
say, “Take a message, I’ll get back to you”. So I never figured 
Albert would be in his house. All of a sudden I heard a noise! 
It was a very loud MEEEEEEEEEEEEOWWW, I knew instantly 
in cat talk this meant “Hey Enzo, what are you doing out in 
this cold and snow?” I looked up and there Albert was peer-
ing from his upstairs window. I replied quickly, Albert I have 
been looking all over for you. You weren’t on any of the 
fences or in the neighbors garage, or even over at the snack 
shop MiceVillage. Albert looked down again and calmly re-
plied, “Of course not Enzo, I was here where its warm and 
cozy.” Albert went on to further explain that there were times 
when it paid to be warm and appreciative of humans. He 
referred to it as “sucking up” Well we will mark this down as 
another topic for Enzo to deal with at a later date. For now, 
on to the project at hand. Albert invited me in, I graciously 
accepted the invitation. It was good to see my friend and to 
get out of the cold. I wanted to ask Albert if he knew what 
email was but I decided to wait. I am sure he knew but often 
his answers went on and on and on. I bet each of you car 
people know someone like that too. So I got right to the point 
at hand. I told Albert of my dad’s communications and the 
reference to “team”. Albert began to explain and as always 
when Albert spoke, Enzo listened.  
 

 The topic of team as Albert tried to summarize for me was a 
group all working together to accomplish a desired result. 
Well hey, I understood that, sort of. Its like when four of us 
corner a mouse at Mice Village and have it trapped. Albert 
just sneered when I put it that way. He said hey, your dad 
likes cars right. I said yep, and mom too. Then I chuckled 
and said well I meant mom likes cars too as opposed to 
mom likes dad. Though I guess mom likes dad. Wait a min-
ute this doesn’t sound right. Sounds like that class I didn’t 
do well at, what was it called, oh yes, Philosophy 101. Albert 
yelled, ENZO SHUSH! and listen. I said OK Albert and sat still, 
curled my tail around my feet and shut up. Albert went on… 
“Your dad likes cars and he is involved in the car clubs cor-
rect.” I nodded in the affirmative. Now in each of these car 
clubs there must be a governing body that sets the rules and 
plans the causes of action, is that correct. I acknowledged 
that I knew my dad belonged to several regions and of 
course the main club and had served on something called 
the Wood of Directors. Albert looked at me puzzled, “Wood 
of Directors?” then he thought for a moment. I wish Albert 
was transparent, cause when he thinks, you can just visual-
ize all the little wheels and gears moving around to process 
the information. Then Albert after just a few seconds looked 
at my again and said “Enzo you Ditz, you mean Board of Di-
rectors.” Yes, that was it Board of Directors, that cat is 
soooooo smart. Board, wood, what’s the difference? 
 
 Albert went on to explain that the function of any group try-
ing to maintain and improve whatever it was they were work-
ing on would require the services of a number of individuals, 
whether cats or people, working together to accomplish that 
purpose. Some people Albert said would shine as a star 
sometimes and often none of the participants would stand 
out but the team would continually accomplish its goals. 
Then Albert says “you watch football with your dad, right” I 
noted that I did, I like football. I’d like to play football. I prac-
tice tackling with my brother and sisters. I can’t pass very 
well though. Albert continued as soon as I shut up. He said 
well look at the New England Patriots he said. That is the 
perfect example of a “team”. The players work together, 
each working at what they do best. Some are in the forefront 
merely because their position causes it but none stand out 
or try to steal the show. Yet, they are the best at what they 
do. So in your dad’s car clubs the boards work in the same 
manner. The Regions that you spoke of earlier and the big 
club too. Everyone has to work together as a team to get the 
job done right. I looked at Albert trying to understand this, it 
made sense of course, it was logical but still even I knew 
that individuals and their ideas and feelings always come 
into play. So I mentioned this to Albert cause I really wanted 
to learn. He replied with the usual wisdom that I would have 
expected. “Enzo listen, its not a secret, it just takes thought. 
Each player entrusted to make decisions and perform the 
functions for the betterment of the team needs to be open 
minded and respectful of the others. They need to realize 
that personalities are different and will not always mesh with 
their own. They need to accept others ideas for fair consid-

(Continued on page 5) 
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Let’s Introduce Your 2005  
National Activities Committee 

  
 By Sharon M. Lee 

Vice President – National Activities 
 
      By the time you read this Rum-
mage Box, we will have attended the 
2005 Annual Meeting, had several 
informative Judges Schools, attended 
seminars and the first Directors 
Board meeting of 2005 will have met 
and approved many more National 
Activities for all of you to enjoy in the 
months and years ahead. I am now 
making plans to attend the first Meet 
of 2005 in Gainesville, Florida. The 
North Central Florida Region has 
worked hard to sponsor their first 
AACA National Meet and I’m sure we are all going to enjoy a 
well-planned, successful Meet.  A lot of exciting things are 
happening within AACA.  Your first issue of Antique Automo-
bile for 2005 has arrived with the insert to request 2005 
activity cards for the first four meets of the year.  The pocket 
calendars for 2005 have been updated, printed and an-
nounce your 2005 National Activities Committee. Use this 
information to contact the Chairman in your division to help 
you with your already scheduled events or possibly to inquire 
about how you and your Region/Chapter can become an 
active part of AACA by applying to sponsor a National Meet 
or Tour.   
 
 

  Sharon M. Lee, Vice President National Activities 
340 Old Plantation Trail 
Travelers Rest, South Carolina  29690 
(864) 834-8683 – Home, Evenings 
sllee@mindspring.com 
 
 Joanna Cooper, Assistant VP National Activities 
424 N. Date 
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma  74012 
(918) 357-1673 
JCAACAOK@aol.com 
 
 Bobbie Thibodeaux, Chairman Central Division 
105 Berrybrook Drive 
Broussard, Louisiana  70518 
(337) 837-1355 
Bobbiethibodeaux1@juno.com 
 
 Dick McIninich, Chairman Eastern Division 
215 Stoney Creek West 
Nellysford, Virginia  22958 
(434) 361-2568 
olcarfn@aol.com 
 
 Art Griffin, Chairman Southeastern Division 
2556 Sellers Lane 
Melbourne, Florida  32940 
(321) 254-7087 
artgriffin@yahoo.com 
 
 Patti Dearmin, Chairman Western Division 
5116 Oak Park Way 
Santa Rosa, California  95409 
(707) 539-5945 

eration even if those ideas do not agree with their own. They 
need to understand that just because someone is new to an 
organization that their thoughts and ideas need to have just 
as much value as the oldtimers because they may well have 
learned them through trial and error elsewhere. All members 
of an organization whether they are members of the govern-
ing body or general members at large must at all times work 
together to achieve the desired goals. Albert continued, but I 
said, “Albert wait, that’s enough, don’t complicate it any fur-
ther. I get the message.” 
 
 So folks since my dad got me hooked on writing for you 
great car club members, and since I know that many of you 
who read this are region Directors, and as your unofficial, 
official spokescat, I offer you the following: 
 
 Keep up the good work, keep an open mind. Work with your 
fellow directors and members to accomplish the clubs goals. 
Keep an open mind when another director or a member 
brings forth an idea that you don’t agree with or perhaps 

didn’t think of first yourself. Instead of trying to explain why 
something won’t work, look for ways to make it work. You get 
the idea. Heck by now even I get the idea. So next time my 
mom brings home one of those “on-sale” off brand cat 
foods, instead of turning my nose up and listening to her 
apologize, I am actually going to try it. I wont eat enough of it 
so she thinks I really like it, but I will try it! You can’t ask for 
any more than that. 
 
 So folks, that’s it for this time, I’ll be back to you to paw out 
something else when the weather gets better. I’m sure I’ll 
have some great stories to tell. It’s a shame that dad threat-
ened my life if I told you the story of the tune up he did a few 
weeks ago! But being the smart little fellow that I am and 
wanting to keep all of my body parts in their proper place I 
won’t bring it up. Everyone enjoy, I hope you had great holi-
days and I will speak to you again soon. 
 
 With best wishes 
 
 Enzo the Cat 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The Smooth Ride 

 
  
 Ever since the invention of the wheel, 
man has searched for a smoother ride. 
In the 8th century, iron chains sus-
pended a riding platform from the 
wheels. The swaying and rocking mo-
tion was so unstable and it must have 
caused sea sickness! The clanking 
chains only made the riding experience 
worse.  
 
 Superior technology wins wars. Mike 
Loades, a British expert in ancient ar-
mor, has uncovered bits and pieces of 
an ancient British chariot with an innovative suspension sys-
tem. The platform rode on a wooden arch suspended by “Y” 
leather straps. It was so stable a warrior could launch arrows 
or javelins with deadly accuracy. This gave a decided edge 
over the unstable and rough Roman and Greek chariots with 
rigid axles.   
 
 A suspension system is nothing more than a means to keep 
the wheels in firm contact with the road and give the passen-
gers a smooth ride. All types of springs, torsion bars, bush-
ings, kingpins, and dampers have been tried. Automobiles 
have swayed and bounced through many designs on the 
road to today’s computer controlled ride. 
 
 Automobile inventions frequently arise from tragedy. Henry 
Leland demanded an electric starter for his Cadillac after a 
back firing hand crank killed a friend. Safety glass became 
standard after many maiming lacerations. As cars gained 
weight and went faster, the early steering and control sys-
tems proved inadequate.  
 
 William Brush took a curve too fast in his brother’s 1904 
Crestmobile. The right front wheel hit a rut and began a 
nasty shimmy. The elliptic leaf spring and solid axle transmit-
ted the force across the entire car and he overturned in a 

cow pasture. Shaking off the grass, and who knows what 
else, he muttered a desire for a more stable vehicle. Two 
years later, his 1906 Brush Two-Seat Runabout sported a 
novel suspension system with front coil springs AND a rudi-
mentary shock absorber bolted to a flexible hickory axle.  
 
 The coil spring had been patented in Britain fifty years ear-
lier, but was rarely used in automobiles. The leaf spring was 
a proven carry-over from the wagon, and the metals of the 
1900s were difficult to forge into a consistent coil. A leaf 
spring attached easily and could be “beefed up” by simply 
stacking more curved slats. While reliable, this “sandwich” 
was bulky and squeaked incessantly. Some had rubber 
blocks – early shock absorbers – on top to prevent it from 
striking the frame. Since leaf springs were so common, the 
Leaf Spring Institute was formed to maintain quality automo-
tive standards. Henry Ford – always trying something differ-
ent – turned the leaf springs transversely in the 1908 Model 
T.  
 
 As cars became more sophisticated, owners demanded a 
smooth and safe ride. Auto builders quickly scrapped the 
rigid front axle for an independent front wheel suspension. 
Major changes swept the auto industry during the mid-
1930s. Cars now rode on front coil springs, hydraulic shock 
absorbers, and improved bushings. The 1938 Buick floated 
on rear coils as well. The 1935 Hudson touted “Axleflex” – a 
system of “up and over” independent springing for each 
front wheel. Two years earlier the Hudson had contracted 
with the now legendary Monroe company to build the first 
original equipment tubular shock system. 
 
 Earlier in 1933, Czecho-Slovakian engineer Dr. Ferdinand 
Porsche invented a torsion bar type spring that twisted a 
transverse steel rod inside a tubular cross member. Each rod 
had a bell crank and steering knuckle on the end. Another 
bell crank and shock absorber was above the axle. That 
same year a German engineer offered a tubular frame with 

(Continued on page 7) 

Bob Blake 

Brush used oil impregnated wooden axles on four coil 
springs to achieve a smoother ride. The 10 hp car also 
had a brake pedal that released the clutch when de-
pressed and engaged it when it was released! That cre-
ated a “Whole lota’ of shakin’ going on!” 
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truly independent suspension. The power axle flexed, similar 
to the later VW swing axle. An obscure automobile, the 1907 
Pilian, tried a similar system using two universal joints at each 
end of the rear wheel shafts. This system became very unsta-
ble over a bumpy road. When one wheel momentarily left the 
road, the wheel camber changed abruptly 
.  
Some type of shock absorber has been around since the in-
fancy of the motor car. One early designer simply crammed an 
inner tube in the leaf springs!  M. Houdaille, a French engi-
neer, developed a hydraulic shock absorber in 1908. His 
lever-action design cushioned many of the early automobiles. 
The 1932 Packard had a unique Delco-Remy driver adjusted 
system. A cable device on the dash changed the shock fluid 
level and varied the ride firmness. Gradually, the piston shock 
absorber became the industry standard. Jim O’Clair’s January 
2005 article in Hemmings Motor News is an excellent refer-
ence source for restoration of these obsolete parts.  
 
 The control arm, so common in our AACA cars, has largely 
been replaced by MacPherson struts and rack-and-pinion 
steering. MacPherson, a General Motors engineer developed 
this compact system in the 1960s. Now shocks hiss instead of 
drip as computer controlled airbags stabilize most cars. Poly-
urethane and polygraphite bushings have replaced the rubber. 
Everything is sealed – no more “grease jobs” with the oil 
change! What will be next? Maybe we will be floating on mag-
nets!  
 
 See you next month! 
bob 

The 1906 Marmon advertised their Flexible Running Gear. 
With all that lateral torque the leaf spring attachment to the 
frame looks fragile! 

Above: The 1935 Hudson used a unique spring system 
marketed as Axleflex 
 
Left: The 1933 Porsche spring suspension 



Antique Automobile Club of America 
PO Box 417 
Hershey, PA 17033 

We’re on the web: 
www.aaca.org 

I have just returned from Philadelphia and the 69th Annual 
AACA Meet. It is always great to see friends that you have 
made over the years in AACA and to meet new ones. At the 
Regions Committee meeting headed by Joe Gagliano, V-P 
Regions, the Rummage Box publication was discussed and 
since this publication is designed with the intent to keep Re-
gions and Chapters informed of National activities, and more 
importantly, to provide material for your newsletters, I want to 
ask that you editors send some of your very best articles that 
would be desirable for publication in the Rummage Box and 
for other editors to use in their newsletters. 
 
Such articles would be published, as space permits, here and 
could be downloaded from the aaca.org link for others to use. 
Obviously, the material should be short (use Bob Blake’s arti-
cle as a good example) and should have a broad interest to 
AACA members. Material based on a member in your Region 
or Chapter or of a local nature would not be what I have in 
mind. Send me your best and we will see what response 
there is from editors and how we can best provide this mate-
rial to you. 
 

Not knowing what response there may be precludes predic-
tions of this being a good idea, but let’s give it a go. Material 
should be e-mailed to me along with pictures to bdav-
is20@carolina.rr.com. Sorry, but I can’t handle hand written 
material. 
 
On another matter of mutual interest, the Publications semi-
nar was very good, as usual. There was a question from the 
floor after the presentation by one editor who was somewhat 
frustrated that she had not received the Master Editor Award 
for 2004 since he had worked very hard to produce an out-
standing newsletter. I made a commented to her that from 
my seven years of experience as an editor that I had truly 
seen the quality of newsletters  and the competition for the 
Master Editor Award become very intense over those seven 
years. I also told her that the first thing I did as a new editor 
was to request a copy of each newsletter from those who 
were Master Editors so that I could see what they were doing. 
 
As evidence as to how good the newsletters are, there were 
20 Master Editor Awards presented this year as compared to 
just 15 last year. And there were 159 newsletters entered in 
the competition and there were 45 Award of Merits, 5 Awards 
of Distinction, and 39 Awards of Excellence. 
 
Competiton makes all of us better at what we do as editors. 
Please be sure to enter the newsletter competition for this 
year. You will enjoy the experience. 

Just for the  
editors 

...from the editor 
By Brooke Davis 


