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www.local.aaca.org/louisiana . 

  Wow, December 21, days before Christmas and I’m riding 
around in a convertible classic, with my grandson and his “car cra-
zy” buddy, teaching them about cars. Ain’t life good in South Loui-
siana.  Those northern guys have had their cars mothballed for the 
last couple of months.  Christmas isn’t here yet, but I’ve already 
gained a few pounds.  Ain’t life good in South Louisiana.  We have 
so many gifts here, but let’s not forget the “Reason for the Sea-
son,” not just being thankful, but doing our best to follow the les-
sons Jesus taught us – giving, kindness, patience, tolerance.  Deb-
bie and I hope that you have a great holiday season. 
  Though we certainly feel for Puerto Rico, I’m so happy that the 
Deep South Region has been able to rescue the AACA Winter 
Meet.  Knowing that we spent 2 or more years planning and effect-
ing our 2015 Central Fall Meet, it’s incredible to see that Deep 
South Region is doing this meet in a brief 4 months or so.  I got 
their brochure and flyer today and I’ve forwarded it to Buddy, ask-
ing that he post it in this newsletter if possible.  It’s going to be a 
great meet and very close to home.  If you have an AACA award 
you desire, you’ll rarely have a meet as close as Mobile, AL.  If you 
missed the Galveston Meet in 2016, here ‘s your chance to make 
up for it.  We had a lot of participants from Alabama at our meet, so 
let’s pay ‘em back by showing up in numbers! 
  For those who’ve suffered losses or hardships in 2017, here’s 

my hope that 2018 will be a comfort and blessing to you.  To every-

one, best wishes for the holidays and new year!  

Fred Duplechin 

Schriever, LA 
985 803-0672  

 

http://www.local.aaca.org/louisiana


 

 

Minutes of last meeting BY FAYE DRAKE 

Louisiana Region AACA 
Semi-Annual Meeting  

12/3/2017, Ralph & Kacoo’s Baton Rouge 

   To page  3 

 The Duster P A G E  2  V O L U M E  6 2  I S S U E  6  

 

  President Fred Duplechin call the EC meet-
ing to order at 11:00am (Member meeting @ 
1:00 pm.)  Invocation was led by Jim Stratton 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  Roll call showed that all chapters were rep-
resented with Jack Wade representing Horse-
less Carriage.  Jack reported that Horseless 
Carriage will be hosting the La Tour on May 11, 
12 & 13 2018.  Host hotel will be Hampton Inn 
in Hammond, La.  Everything is on schedule 
and registration form will be included in the 
Duster.   
  Faye Drake moved that the minutes of the 
May semi-annual meeting be approved as print-
ed in the Duster.  Herb Comeaux seconded, 
motion passed. 
  Buddy Whitney, treasurer, distributed the 
treasurer’s report. The report showed two erro-
neous charges to our account.  Buddy worked 
with the bank to get those charges reversed 
and the bank account is now correct and bal-
anced. Discussion was held on whether to 
change banks to make sure no more erroneous 
charges will be charged to account.  Buddy will 
research and make the decision.   
Curtis Ducote moved that the treasurer’s be ac-
cepted as reported.  Herb seconded  
  Discussion was held on mailing the Duster.  
There are about 60 people that do not have 
email addresses.  Office Depot copied, folded 
and stapled about 60 Dusters at a cost of 
$129.00 per mailing.  As the Region has the 
funds available, Herb suggested Buddy try to 
get email addresses and in the meantime con-
tinue to mail the next two Dusters to those who 
do no have email addresses on file.  Motion 
passed to accept the treasurer’s report. 
  Legislative report continues to be pub-
lished in the Duster.  Historian continues to 
keep the file. There are no current issues. Disc 

that is sent out to past president has been 
sent. 
  As for the Web Page, National is up-
dating the site and Fred cannot publish 
and update.  He will continue to work on 
getting our information onto the website. 
Old Business:  Fred reported that there 
was a small glitch the last time the Region 
voted to change the point earning events 
to every other year instead of every year. 
We had never changed the bylaws to re-
flect that part.  Herb, under his administra-
tion, had changed the number of days to 
preferably a multi-day event but at least 
one full day.  Fred asked that the EB ratify 
that chapters would host point-earning 
events every other year and that it would 
be a minimum of one day but preferably a 
multi-day event from the May 19

th
 semi-

annual meeting.  Motion passed unani-
mously. 
  There was a correction from the 
minutes of December 2016.  Perry Rich-
ardson did not request that the Thanksgiv-
ing Tour be a point-earning event but ra-
ther that It be an official La Region event 
for liability purposes. 
  Charlie Froehlich accepted flyers on 
the Sentimental Tour from chapters to give 
to Marty Roth to be passed out at National 
meetings.  A flyer with all activities 
planned and volunteers needed will be 
mailed out in the Duster.  He asked for 
checks in the amounts of $250 and $500 
to be used for deposits on banquet facili-
ties.  He and his committee anticipate the 
Sentimental Tour will make a profit and the 
profit goes back to the Region.  Herb 
made the motion to issue the checks as 
requested and Faye seconded.  Motion 
passed. 
New Business St Bernard Chapter had 
petitioned National to become a new Re-
gion. The request was voted on at the Na-
tional meeting in Hershey. Fred received a 
call from Johnny Waguespack and Arlette 
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Nunez in October informing him that St Ber-
nard would be withdrawing from participation 
from rotation in point earning events and 
sponsoring the La. Tour due to the formation 
of the new Southeast La Region. 
  Arlette as President of the new Region 
stated that the formation of the new Region 
was a project they had worked on for two 
years.  They will hold no point earning activi-
ties, but participate by invitation in the La Re-
gion activities.  She asked that presidents of 
the La Region release St Bernard to move to 
the Southeast La Region. The history, treas-
ury and membership of St Bernard Chapter 
will go with them to the Southeast La Region.  
Faye made the motion and Curtis seconded.  
Fred asked for paperwork that membership 
of St. Bernard approved the move.  Provided 
that it fits the rules of AACA National, motion 
passed. 
  Marty Roth stated that Southeast La Re-
gion would be open to new chapters joining 
their Region. 
  Fred researched the upkeep of by-laws. 
The question is who is responsible for the 
one document that memorializes the chang-
es and makes sure each chapter president 
gets a copy for their records. Charlie Mat-
thews offered that this was the President’s 
duty.  Charlie added that the president is re-
sponsible for appointing a committee to write 
the amendments to the by-laws. The commit-
tee then gives the changes to the president 
who then gives it to the secretary to sign and 
send in to National for approval.  It was de-
cided that the Region President would be re-
sponsible for directing the process of getting 
the amendments into the official by-laws by 
attaching the new document to the by-laws 
and getting it to chapter presidents.  
  Contraband Chapter is working on their 
Spring Tour scheduled for April 20

th
 & 21

st
. 

  Louisiana Tour May 11, 12 & 13 hosted 
by The Horseless Carriage Club. 
  Lagniappe has a 2-day tour scheduled for 
October 19

th
 and 20

th
.  

  Slidell members voted to not have a 
tour, believing that it was not required.  Since 
it is in the by-laws that each chapter will host 
a tour, Curtis will revisit the issue at their 
February meeting and get back to the Re-
gion. 
  Evangeline, CENLA, and Baton Rouge 
Chapters are not scheduled to host a point-
earning events in 2018. 
  Deep South Region AACA will host the 
Southeast National Meet that was cancelled 
due to the hurricane in Puerto Rico.  The 
meet will be held in Mobile, Alabama on 
March 23 & 24, 2018.  Registration forms 
are available on-line under AACA forms. 
  Marty encouraged everyone in the Re-
gion to support this meet that the Deep 
South Region only had 4 months to prepare 
for! 
  Charlie and Eula Matthews presented 
the Estelle Copes Award for the best article 
to appear in The Duster.  This year’s winner 
was Marty Roth for his article in Volume 62, 
Issue 4, July/August 2017 titled Ten Thou-
sand Miles and Three Months in the 1954 
Cadillac. 
Attendance of Point Earning Events Sou-
venir Cups were presented to Tommy & 
Faye Drake, Jim & Laura Stratton, Contra-
band Chapter; Herb & Terri Comeaux, 
CENLA Chapter; Debbie & Fred Du-
plechin, Ken & Linda Smart, Lagniappe 
Chapter; Dale & Betty Fontenot, Evange-
line Chapter; Durwood & Janie Keller, 
Charlie & Eula Mathews, Baton Rouge 
Chapter.  (Charlie and Eula have not 
missed a Louisiana Point Earning Event in 
26 years!) 

the best of luck to the 
New southeast La region 

From the la region & 
aaca 
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Estelle Cope Award to Dale & Marty Roth 

 

  However the story does not end there.  
Enter the current period where retro is the 
styling cue.  Simply as a styling feature 
wheel diameters have increased; however 
this created a problem of rising the center 
of gravity.   This required the thickness of 
the rubber portion of the assembly be re-
duced.   Thus today we are back to a large 
diameter wheel and thin rubber layer much 
as we started out with over a century ago. 

By Perry Richardson 

The Automobile Wheel & Tire 
  A complete study or the evolution of the 
wheel would have to start when man first 
found out that a heavy object would be easi-
er to move if it was rolled on logs.  This 
study will concentrate on its' evolution as re-
lated to the advent of the automobile. 
  In the beginning the automobile rode on 
the same style of wheels as the carriages 
that preceded it.  This made sense as early 
autos were basically carriages or buggies 
that had engines attached to them.  The de-
sign – a thin large diameter wheel with a rub-
ber wear layer - was dictated by the fact that 
there were no improved roads at the time.  
The thin design allowed it to be moved more 
easily thru the mud that passed as a road 
when it was wet, and the large diameter 
spanned the holes and ruts when they were 
dry.  
  As the auto usage and performance in-
creased and roads became better defined 
though not necessarily anything near what 
we would call improved today; the pneumatic 
tire was developed.  This allowed the rubber 
portion to become thicker to provide an im-
provement in the ride of the auto.  The wheel 
diameter remained large although the width 
began to increase to improve handling.  The 
large diameter was still required to gain 
ground clearance because of road condi-
tions.   Also since engines still turned at a 
relatively low RPM there were some ad-
vantages as speeds increased with improv-
ing road conditions. 
  As hard surface roads became more 
predominate and engine performance in-
creased, speeds also increased.  This re-
quired that automobiles be designed with 
lower centers of gravity.  Since with im-
proved roads the requirement for high 
ground clearance was no longer a factor; 
one solution was to reduce the wheel diame-
ter.  Thus the auto and its running gear be-
came fully developed.  

Web Sight update 

 

  Members, It looks like we’re on the right 
track with website updating.  After 3 days 
and several technicians, it seems that the 
update problem for Louisiana Region was a 
“cache” problem with the server at Higher 
Information Group, the managers for 
AACA’s sites across the nation.  After I re-
ceive the Officer Reporting Forms from each 
chapter for 2018, I will update the Chapter 
listings.  Please look over the website and 
if  you have suggestions or information to 
add/update, please let me know.  Fred Du-
plechin 
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Faye & Tommy Drake 

Souvenir Cups to point earning events  winners 2017 
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2018 Sentimental 
Tour Volunteer Needs  

  As the sponsoring club for the Senti-
mental Tour we will be asking for volun-
teers to assist in various duties.  While we 
do not have everything scheduled yet the 
following is a potential list of needs: 
  Trailer parking – Saturday, November 3, 
2018 and Sunday, November 4. 
  Trouble wagon with trailer abilities for 
breakdowns. 
  Drink wagon for morning drinks and 
hospitality room drinks.  This will not be a 
traveling drink wagon but will provide tour-
ists with drinks to take with them every 
morning. 
  Parking help all days except Thursday. 
  Hospitality Room – All day Sunday plus 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morn-
ings and Monday and Tuesday evenings.  
  Ticket sales for 50/50 and/or raffles. 
  Sunday: Registration room help. 
Banquet help. 
  Monday: Ticket takers at antebellum 
homes. Maybe lunch help. 
  Tuesday: Ticket takers at Frogmore. 
Maybe lunch help. 
  Wednesday: Coffee stop at Mount Lo-
cust, Picnic Lunch at Rocky Springs. 
  Thursday: Except for providing drinks 
in the morning the tourists will be mostly on 
their own. 
  Friday: Coffee stop at Grand Gulf 
Lunch at Port Gibson. Banquet help.  
Coffee stops, lunch stops etc. will all be pre
-planned and the volunteers will be provid-
ed with the information they need to do the 
job. 

2018 Sentimental 
Tour Schedule  

  For those who are interested in the status 
of the LA Region sponsored Sentimental Tour 
the following is the tentative (mostly firm) 
schedule: Registration starts in Natchez at 9 
AM Sunday November 4, 2018. Mini tours of 
Natchez will be available Sunday. The opening 
banquet will be Sunday evening at 5 PM. Mon-
day will be a day of organized touring of 
Natchez. Two antebellum homes will be includ-
ed. Visit “Natchez in Historic Photographs” at 
First Presbyterian Church. Lunch will be provid-
ed. The hospitality room will be open in the 
morning and evening. Tuesday the Tour cross-
es the Big River to Louisiana. Visit Frogmore 
and maybe pick cotton. Go to the LA Music Mu-
seum (Jerry Lee Lewis et al). Lunch provided. 
Hospitality room again. Wednesday will be a 
day of driving about 105 miles on the Natchez 
Trace and U.S. Highway 80 to Vicksburg. Hos-
pitality room in the morning. Coffee stop at 
Mount Locust. Picnic lunch at Rocky Springs. 
Tourists will stop at their discretion along or 
near the Trace at sites such as Emerald 
Mound, Sunken Trace, Rocky Springs town 
site, etc. The Vicksburg hotel will provide an 
evening social. Thursday will be a day for tour-
ists to visit Vicksburg mostly on their own.  
They will be provided with guidance such as 
The Battlefield, downtown museums and con-
venient restaurants. Social at the hotel. Friday 
will be the final day of touring and will be along 
U. S. Highway 61 and other roads for less than 
100 miles to return to Natchez. The coffee stop 
will be at Grand Gulf. The Grand Gulf museum 
and battle site will be toured. One or two addi-
tional tour sites will be added but these are not 
yet definite. Lunch will be in Port Gibson. The 
closing banquet will be at Natchez. NOTE:  This 
will be a progressive tour with hotels located in 
two towns.  Arrivals will be in Natchez on  No-
vember 3 or 4 and will stay at Natchez until 
Wednesday morning.  Wednesday and Thurs-
day nights will be in Vicksburg.  The final night 
will be back at Natchez on Friday. 

Have a wonderful 
and safe Holiday 

Season! 
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Check us out at  www.local.aaca.org/louisiana 

THE CLUB 
The Antique Automobile Club of America is the country’s oldest and largest automotive historical 
society. A Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, it is dedicated to the preservation, restoration and 
maintenance of automobiles and automotive history. Founded in Philadelphia in 1935, its membership 
has grown to over 60,000 members from all parts of the world. The AACA holds country-wide 
competitive and noncompetitive tours, meets and events. These are on a divisional basis offering a 
program within the reach of everyone. Tours and activities relating to the hobby are sponsored, 
including the AAA Revival Glidden Tour®, Founders Tour, Nickel Tour, Reliability Tour, Sentimental Tour 
and Divisional Tours. The annual meeting features seminars, trade show and a year end culminating 
awards banquet. 
The AACA is proud of its relationship with the many historical organizations devoted to similar objectives 
the world over. The Club, through its national office, publications, and membership, aids individuals,  
libraries, historians and collectors dedicated to the preservation of automotive history. 
VEHICLES 
Road vehicles of all types, 25 years old and older are grouped for competitive purposes into many 
classes according to age and mechanical features. AACA has a comprehensive judging system that allows 
members to earn significant awards for their vehicles. In non-competitive classes, AACA also recognizes 
original cars in its Historic Preservation of Original Features (HPOF) group, and unmodified 25 year and 
older vehicles that are driven and have not obtained a First Junior award in its Drivers Participation Class 
(DPC) .  Recent recognitions have come to competitive vehicles (race cars) and Second Generation Class 
Vehicles (SGCV) for factory-assembled cars that resemble original cars (Avanti, Clenet, Shay and Zim-
mer).  The club recognizes classes of motorcycles and documented race cars as well. Further details can 
be found in our judging manual which is available online at www.aaca.org 

Correspondence: 

Buddy Whitney, Editor 

1710 Polk St. 

Houma, LA 70360 

http://www.local.aaca.org/louisiana
http://www.aaca.org/images/judge/2014_Judging_Guidelines.pdf

