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CHAPTERS OF  
THE LOUISIANA 

REGION 
 

Baton Rouge Chapter: 
Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Cenla Chapter:  
Alexandria, LA 

 

Contraband Chapter: 
Lake Charles, LA 

 

Evangeline Chapter:  
Lafayette, LA 

 

Lagniappe Chapter: 
Houma, LA 

 

St. Bernard Chapter: 
Chalmette, LA 

 

Slidell Chapter:  
Slidell, LA 

T H E  O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  L O U I S I A N A  R E G I O N  A A C A  

www.local.aaca.org/louisiana . 

  Whoa!  What an incredibly rainy summer and scary begin-
ning to the hurricane season!  I sincerely hope that all of our Loui-
siana Region members fared well, but if you know of someone 
who needs help, send me a message so that we can recruit some 
assistance.  This is a generous and helpful organization.  I spoke 
with officers from Contraband, Evangeline and Cenla who said 
they were not aware of member disasters, but it’s still early to 
know who’s been affected (see next paragraph).  It must be espe-
cially disturbing for Baton Rouge members who are still recovering 
from the flooding of 2016. 
  Tonight I spoke to Faye and Tommy Drake, not realizing be-
fore that they live in Orange, TX.  Their home is surrounded by wa-
ter, but not flooded.  Their son nearby, had 4 feet of water in his 
home and lost his 72 Mercedes Convertible.  Tommy and Faye 
said they have damage to two antique cars from a large oak that 
fell across the garage. 
  I also spoke to officers in the Houston area region of AACA; 
those who conducted the Central Fall Meet 2016 in Galveston.  
Jim Johnston, President of Gulf Coast Region, said he was aware 
of only one member whose car was lost, but several suffered busi-
ness losses. 
  Debbie is recovering now from the infection she acquired 
from hand surgery in April.  After more hospitalizations, 2 additional 
surgeries and two months of [3 times daily] IV antibiotics, we were 
relieved to learn today that the antibiotics can be discontinued. 
  From around the state I’m learning of health issues for many 

members.  I’m thankful for friends such as you in AACA Louisiana 

Region who are caring, supportive and generous with prayers for 

members who have been affected by health, personal or business 

problems.  This is also a good time to renew your interest and in-

volvement in your chapter – raise your hand and become an officer 

(it’s not hard!) or volunteer to help with events.  Let’s get out and 

have fun while (and when) we can, so we can keep a positive atti-

tude, expand our friendships and live a full life! 

http://www.local.aaca.org/louisiana
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  Agreement by Louisiana Region  
Chapter Presidents on Tours  

  As you may recall, at the Louisiana Tour 
Executive Committee Meeting, President 
Fred Duplechin asked for volunteers to 
study the tour schedule in an effort to re-
solve problems reported by the chapters. 
Charlie Matthews agreed to Chair and Gary 
Fontenot, Johnny Waguespack and Ken 
Smart agreed to be on the committee. 
  Here's what the Committee came up 
with and Chapter Presidents subsequently 
agree upon: 
  Currently, we have four chapters who 
sponsor Point Earning Activities 
(PEA's) on odd numbered years, like 2017 - 
Baton Rouge, Evangeline, Cenla, St. Ber-
nard.  We have 3 chapters sponsoring 
events in even numbered year, like next 
year - Contraband, Slidell, Lagniappe, plus 
Horseless Carriage will do the La tour 
in 2018.  Some of these don't sync up with 
the year certain chapters are due to host the 
Louisiana Tour. 
  The President agreed to keep every chap-
ter odd or even years as we (Louisiana Re-
gion) originally decided (see above). 
Adjust the schedule of Louisiana Tour host-
ing slightly to align the chapters with their 
odd/even cycle.  In their designated year, 
their hosting of LA Tour will coincide with 
their normal hosting as such. 
 2017 Evangeline  (odd) 
 2018 HC    (neutral) 
 2019 Baton Rouge  (odd)  
 2020 Contraband  (even) 
 2021 CENLA   (odd)  
 2022 Lagniappe  (even) 
 2023 St. Bernard  (odd) 
 2024 Slidell   (even) 
 2025 Evangeline  (odd) 
 2026... cycle repeats as above, starting 
with Horseless Carriage. The presidents of 
the chapters that would have to change 
years were polled and all are all in agree-
ment.     To page  3 

  Regarding PEA's and their time length/
format. We settled on leaving it to each 
chapter to define their annual PEA encour-
age chapters to have full weekend events, 
but if chapters choose to do something dif-
ferent, that's okay. Members will decide 
whether they want to attend that kind of 
event and maybe we'll learn something from 
attendance numbers. 
  My sincere thanks to the Tour Commit-
tee and Presidents for their work and agree-
ment. 

Changes Are Coming To  
Your Medicare Card 

  60 Million Active Medicare Beneficiaries * 
Make sure your home address is up-to-date 
with Social Security and Medicare. ** SSA 
Social Security Administration How Can I 
Change My Address? https://faq.ssa.gov/
ics/support/kbanswer.asp… * October 2017: 
Beneficiaries will get information about the 
new card in the  2018 Medicare & You hand-
book. https://www.medicare.gov/medicare-
and…/medicare-andyou.html * Between 
April 2018 and April 2019, your Medicare 
card will be replaced with one that no longer 
shows your Social Security Number. In-
stead, your card will have a new Medicare 
Beneficiary Identifier (MBI) that will be used 
for billing and for checking your eligibility 
and claim status.  The gender and signature 
line will be removed from the new Medicare 
cards. And it will all happen automatically - 
you will not have to pay anyone or give any-
one information, no matter what someone 
might tell you. Beneficiaries will be instruct-
ed to safely and securely  destroy their old 
Medicare cards and keep the new MBI con-
fidential. Once CMS starts mailing out the 
new Medicare cards, people new to Medi-
care will only be assigned an MBI. * The 
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scam. First, Medicare will not call you. Sec-
ond, Medicare will never ask for your Social 
Security Number or bank information. - Is 
someone asking you to pay for your new 
card? That is a scam. Your new Medicare 
card is free. - Is someone is threatening to 
cancel your benefits if you do not give up 
information or money? Also a scam. The 
new Medicare cards will be mailed out to 
you automatically. The MBI will not change 
Medicare benefits. People with Medicare 
may start using their new Medicare cards 
and MBIs as soon as they get them. 
** CMS Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services SSNRI Social Security Number 
Removal Initiative 
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/ssnri/
index.html 
** FTC Federal Trade Commission How To 
File A Complaint: Health Information 
https://ww.consumer.ftc.gov/…/0321-how-
file-complaint-heal… 
**Medicare Forms, Help & Resources  
https://www.medicare.gov/forms-help-and-
resources/index.html  
Reprinted with permission from Brenda Der-
ouen, Editor, August 2017 Cajun Rally. 
   

Message from Fred 

  Chapter president Arlette Nunez, of the St. Bernard chapter informed me this month 
that they will not be able to conduct their Point Earning Activity as scheduled. Multiple issues, 
including loss of their car show site, loss of sponsorship, and health issues with several mem-
bers make it impossible for them to meet that obligation this year. A revised plan will be is-
sued when some of these issues resolved. 

Medicare Beneficiary Identifier MBI Format 
the MBI has 11 characters. Each MBI is ran-
domly  generated. The MBI's characters are 
"non-intelligent" so they do not have any hid-
den or special meaning. MBIs are numbers 
and upper-case letters. The numbers are 0 
through 9. The letters are  A through Z, ex-
cept for B, I, L, O, S and Z. This will help the 
characters to be easier to read. The MBI will 
look like this 1EG4-TE5-MK73. The MBI's 
2nd, 5th, 8th, and 9th character will always 
be a letter. Characters 1, 4, 7, 10 and 11 will 
always be a number. The 3rd and 6th char-
acters will be a letter or a number. The dash-
es are not used as part of the MBI. Dashes 
will not be entered into computer systems or 
used in file format. * Having your Social Se-
curity Number removed from your Medicare 
card helps fight medical identity theft and 
protects your medical and financial infor-
mation. But even with these changes, scam-
mers will still look for ways to take what 
does not belong to them. Here are some 
ways to avoid Medicare scams:  - Is some-
one calling, claiming to be from Medicare, 
and asking for your Social Security Number 
or  bank information? Hang up. That is a 

From page  2 

New Member to Louisiana Region 2017 
AACA # Chapter Last Name First Name Address City State Zip Telephone# 

New CENLA Starley Chris & Lori 1613 Emberly Oak Dr. Alexandria LA 71301 (318) 787-6676 

New St.Benard Kern Steven & Dorthy 1407 Beech Cove St. Laporte TX 77571 (985) 502-1819 

902240-J St.Benard Null Lester & Kathey P. O. Box 1054 Sun LA 70465 (985) 886-1039 

   The End 
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2018 AACA Sentimental Tour 
Hosted by the Louisiana Region 

November 4 thru 9, 2018 
  The Sentimental Tour is a five day AACA 
National Tour that is held every other year. 
The tenth Tour will be in 2018.  Registration 
for the Tour is made through the National 
AACA.  The request card for registration ma-
terials will be in Antique Automobile maga-
zine some time next year.  The Tour is lim-
ited to vehicles from 1928 through 1958. 
  Earlier this year the LA Region placed a 
bid to host the 2018 Sentimental Tour.   Our 
bid was accepted. Since then a small group 
has been working on the planning.  Persons 
involved on the planning committee are as 
follows: 
  Charlie and Ardie Froehlich – Charlie as 
chairman 
  Herb and Terri Comeaux – Herb as co-
chairman 
  Fred and Debbie Duplechin – Fred as 
publicity 
  Charlie and Eula Matthews – Charlie as 
Treasurer 
  Marty Roth is the AACA National Liaison 
Director assigned to the project. 
  Additionally Keith and Linda Turner 
have volunteered to handle registration and 
Harold Breaux has offered to make the tro-
phies.  Although not a Region member, Earl 
Beauchamp has agreed to publish the daily 
newsletter, The Star.  Yes that is correct, the 
Tour has a daily newsletter providing infor-
mation of interest to the attendees, last mi-
nute changes to the plans, etc.  We have a 
number of additional Region volunteers who 
have not yet been assigned duties but just 
wait; we will have something for everyone 
who would like to participate.  (You do not 
have to have a 1928-1958 vehicle to work 
on the Tour and most jobs will be only one or 
two days – not all week.)  If you want to vol-
unteer to help please contact one of the four 
committee members and we will place your 
name on the list. 

  So, where do we stand on planning the 
Tour at this time?  We have booked the ho-
tels at a very favorable rate and we have 
set up the closing banquet.  We have the 
days generally planned but more detail 
work will be done.  The following is the ap-
proximate schedule: 
  Sunday, November 4 – Registration, Ear-
ly Bird Tours around Natchez, Opening 
Function – Natchez, MS.  Night at Natchez. 
  Monday, November 5 – Tour Natchez, 
lunch included.  Night at Natchez. 
  Tuesday, November 6 – Visit Louisiana, 
Frogmore and Delta Music Museum in Fer-
riday, lunch included, return to Mississippi.   
Night at Natchez. 
  Wednesday, November 7 – Drive the 
Natchez Trace and other roads to Vicks-
burg, MS.  Site seeing on the Trace, picnic 
lunch included.  Night at Vicksburg. 
  Thursday, November 8 – Tour Vicksburg, 
The Battlefield and the various museums 
downtown.  Lunch will not be provided.  
Night at Vicksburg. 
  Friday, November 9 – Drive US Highway 
61 and other roads to Natchez.  Tour Grand 
Gulf, Windsor Ruins, lunch provided, clos-
ing banquet at Natchez.  Night at Natchez. 
  The above pretty well summarizes 
what we will be doing.  We will need assis-
tance doing things like trailer parking, hos-
pitality room, lunch etc.  Pretty much the 
same things we do when we have one of 
our weekend Region point earning activi-
ties.  Due to limitations on our facilities this 
will be a fairly small tour of about 60 regis-
tered vehicles and 130 people.  In our trav-
els this year we have received a very posi-
tive response in attending another LA Re-
gion activity.  People who have previously 
attended our tours or meets have come 
away well impressed. Let’s work together 
to provide them another good time.   
  Elsewhere in this newsletter is a pub-
licity flyer compliments of Fred.  We want to 
put this out at meets and tours over the  
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TEN THOUSAND MILES AND 
THREE MONTHS IN THE 1954 CADILLAC 
  We love the way our white 1954 Cadillac 
convertible drives, but at our age the comfort 
of the A/C in the tow vehicle was becoming 
an alluring temptress. The idea of relegating 
our lovely Cadillac to the trailer was just too 
sad to allow. The solution was to retrofit a 
modern air conditioning system of retro-style 
under the dashboard of the Caddy. While we 
were at it, we decided to make some reversi-
ble modifications which could support and 
upgrade the functionality and drivability with-
out changing the character of our rolling mid-
‘50s timepiece. 

The Preparation and Modifications: 
  The Caddy’s original turquoise convertible 
top was showing its age, but replacement 
tops were not available in the correct color to 
match the white/turquoise interior. Thankfully 
Eric Haartz came to the rescue with a spe-
cially dyed bolt of Haartz canvas, and Elec-
tron custom-made the new top to be installed 
by our local trimmer-genius, Alden Bordelon. 
Of course all related parts were also re-
placed, including the top motor, pump, cylin-
ders, hoses, and all rubber weather$tripping. 
The job was perfectly executed with not a 
wrinkle to be seen. 
  While A/C kits are available for more 
common vehicles, this is not the case for the 
’54 Cadillac, so every bracket and piece of 
mounting hardware had to be designed, cre-
ated, and test-fitted in addition to custom-
ordering each and every component. Thank-
fully our friend Freddie Hebert, a member of 
Lagniappe Chapter-Louisiana Region AACA 
also owns the Keep It Rolling Car Care Cen-
ter in Houma, Loiuisiana, and was willing to 
dedicate the time and energy to work with us 
in adapting the A/C. Along the way we decid-
ed to fabricate a radiator fan shroud and fan 
clutch with a seven-blade fan, add an electric 
accessory pusher fan, adapt a higher amper-
age output alternator to replace the original 
12-volt generator, and flush the Caddy’s orig-
inal radiator in preparation for driving across 

Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California’s 
Death Valley. 

THE BEST PLANS OF MICE AND MEN 
  We planned to drive cross country to at-
tend the AACA Palm Springs Region’s 
Western Spring Meet, and then continue on 
to Sonora/Tuolumne, California for the 
Western Divisional Tour. Our plan to leave 
home on March 11

th
, a full two weeks prior 

to the Meet fizzled as a friend asked us to 
drive his daughter to her wedding on Satur-
day the 18

th
. Leaving early on the morning 

of Sunday, March 19
th
 still allowed reasona-

ble travel time if nothing went wrong – and 
we all know what that means – but now in-
stead of  six easy 350 mile days we would 
have to push.  
  Heading west on I-10 out of Metairie, Lou-
isiana at 4:00 AM on Sunday morning, our 
revised plan was to make at least 500 miles 
and try and get beyond San Antonio, Texas. 
Making excellent time, and still having day-
light, we decided to continue on and cov-
ered 850 miles that first day, staying over in 
Fort Stockton. Day two (Monday) was initial-
ly quite uneventful and we planned to visit 
Dale’s cousins south of Tucson in Green 
Valley, Arizona. The best plans of mice and 
men… - shortly before sunset Dale asked 
me what the red light was that had just ap-
peared on the dashboard. A quick check of 
the aftermarket gauges added under the 
dash confirmed that the electrical system 
was now at 12 volts instead of the expected 
alternator output of 14.2 volts. Pulling over 
at the desolate exit, I confirmed that every-
thing was visually intact. The alternator and 
belts were still there, but my multi-meter 
confirmed that the whole system was not 
charging. Fortunately I had thought to carry 
most spare parts I could ever hope to need, 
and a quick look at the GPS showed that 
there was an Auto Zone store less than an 
hour ahead. The manager agreed to provide 
whatever help he could, and that I could 
work on the car in his store’s parking lot.  
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  I was convinced that all I needed to do 
was to swap out my alternator for the spare 
in my trunk, but the store manager insisted 
on using his modern diagnostic equipment 
which showed a defective voltage regulator. 
I explained that the one on the car was by-
passed, and besides, a replacement would 
need to come from Phoenix the next day. 
Next, he tried replacing a relay which con-
trolled the accessory cooling fan – also to no 
avail. Ultimately he phoned his grandfather 
who told him to listen to the man who proba-
bly knew his own car. Once my spare alter-
nator was installed, the Caddy was back to 
normal operation and we were back on the 
road to Green Valley, covering just over 565 
miles. Day three (Tuesday) was very relax-
ing as we visited with Dale’s cousins Mela-
nie and Charlie – the same cousins who 
hosted us at their farm in Nova Scotia’s Am-
herst Shore area last September after the 
Glidden Tour. By mid-afternoon we were 
back on the road, and phoned AutoZone to 
order a replacement alternator to be deliv-
ered at Palm Springs since ours has a life-
time warranty. The 425 mile drive was relax-
ing and the A/C kept us cool, even driving 
through the rush hour traffic in Phoenix. Ar-
riving that evening in Palm Springs at the 
headquarters motel, our room was ready 
and comfortable. We spent Wednesday with 
Meet Chairman Frank Wenzel and other 
long-time friends, starting with lunch at Man-
hattan In The Desert – one of our favorite 
places. Frank & Kent also met us for dinner 
at another fine restaurant. All preparation for 
the Meet went well with a perfect location at 
the Park next to the Library, and the attend-
ance and weather were perfect. Our ’54 
Caddy received her DPC – Driver Participa-
tion recognition. Leaving the Cadillac with a 
local club member, we flew home the follow-
ing Monday and drove to Charlotte to judge 
there before our return flight to Palm 
Springs. Once back in California we got 

back in the Caddy and headed for Santa 
Monica to visit with cousins. A quick stop at 
the Santa Monica Pier and Muscle Beach 
meant that the Cadillac had dipped her toes 
in the Atlantic, the Great Lakes and St Law-
rence, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pacific 
Ocean. 
  Over the next few days we ambled our 
way along the Pacific Coast Highway and 
headed for Sonora in preparation for Califor-
nia’s Western Divisional Tour at Tuolumne. 
The hotel and casino were very nice and the 
hospitality were all top-notch. The tour took 
us through Gold Country at Sutter’s Mill, and 
we visited Calaveras County where Mark 
Twain wrote about the Celebrated Jumping 
Frog. A short Buzzards Breath Touring Re-
gion was held at the Pizza restaurant in the 
casino with Dave & Marilyn Chiotti, Wayne 
Burgess, Charlie & Ardie Froehlich, Dale 
and myself, as well as several guests. 
  Following the Western Tour, Dale and I 
headed north to Coos Bay, Oregon and con-
tinued along the coast to visit our nephew 
and his wife and daughters in Portland, Ore-
gon. After a couple of days with family it was 
time to meet more AACA folks in the Van-
couver, Washington area. Mark Shaw is an 
early Buick guy, and Joe Block is hoping to 
have his Region host a Tour in the Vancou-
ver, WA area as soon as possible – music to 
my ears! Joe also volunteers at the WAAAM 
Museum where we visited during our two 
drives up and down the Columbia River 
Gorge. While there in Vancouver we detect-
ed a slight engine miss. We noticed an arc-
ing so we installed the spare distributor cap 
and rotor which fixed the problem. Since we 
were part way into a minor tune-up, I also 
changed the spark plugs. The WAAAM mu-
seum has vintage cars, trucks, and aircraft, 
and is comprised of at least four hangers. 
  Our continuing trip to Canada had to be 
revised as a result of an unscheduled dental 
visit back in New Orleans, so we drove the 
’88 Corvette to Auburn, IN, and went modern 

From page  6 
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to Huntington, WV, but got back into the 
1954 Cadillac to drive it to Gettysburg, PA 
for the Founders Tour. The five days of driv-
ing in and around Gettysburg were a real 
pleasure, and we became close with a cou-
ple from Minnesota who are new to national 
Touring, but will likely be touring more, and 
will ultimately become Buzzards . Following 
the Founders Tour, we drove to their home 
just north of Minneapolis where we met Kim 
Gardner (former AACA Librarian) for dinner.  
  Leaving Minneapolis after sampling 
some of the better restaurants and Swedish 
delicacies, we headed south to Independ-
ence, MO for the AACA Board of Directors 
meeting and the Grand National meet which 
also was the time and place for the new 
AACA Zenith Awards – fantastic! By this 
time in the trip we were having a problem 
with the spokes in the Chrome ElDorado 
wheels on the Caddy. It has been said that 
discretion is the better part of valor, and not 
wishing to deal with a potential problem, our 
daughter Charla met us at Independence. 
She and Whitney drove up from New Orle-
ans with our ’06 Chevy Avalanche and trail-
er. Wouldn’t you know it – Friday afternoon 
the Avalanche was the vehicle which had to 
be towed. Fortunately they were just a short 
distance from the pre-scheduled motel, and 
the Chevy dealer was right down the street. 
A new water pump, serpentine belt, and 
thermostat was installed Saturday morning, 
and they were there to pick us up for the trip 
home. 
Ten Thousand Miles in the 1954 Cadillac 
between mid-March and mid-June, and it is 
still looking and running well, and we may 
drive her to Florida for the All-Buzzy Tour in 
October. Hoping to see Y’all there. 

Marty & Dale Roth 

From page  5 

   The End 

2018 AACA Sentimental Tour 
next year and Marty and Dale Roth have 
offered to handle that chore.  But we need 
copies and colored copies are expensive.         
Fred has suggested that we ask each 
Chapter if they could provide us with 100 
copies.  If we could get them to the Roths 
that would help us financially – especially 
since we have no money in the treasury 
until we actually receive registrations next 
year.  Also we might ask if anyone in the 
Region owns their own business and would 
make multiple copies for us that would be 
greatly appreciated.  When we did the Divi-
sional Tour in Houma in 2005 Charlie and 
Eula Matthews provided most of our print-
ing and that helped a great deal. 

Any volunteers? 
More information will follow in the coming 
months. Thank you, 
 Charlie Froehlich 

1954 CADDY LOOKING AT MT. HOOD 
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Check us out at  www.local.aaca.org/louisiana 

THE CLUB 
The Antique Automobile Club of America is the country’s oldest and largest automotive historical 
society. A Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, it is dedicated to the preservation, restoration and 
maintenance of automobiles and automotive history. Founded in Philadelphia in 1935, its membership 
has grown to over 60,000 members from all parts of the world. The AACA holds country-wide 
competitive and noncompetitive tours, meets and events. These are on a divisional basis offering a 
program within the reach of everyone. Tours and activities relating to the hobby are sponsored, 
including the AAA Revival Glidden Tour®, Founders Tour, Nickel Tour, Reliability Tour, Sentimental Tour 
and Divisional Tours. The annual meeting features seminars, trade show and a year end culminating 
awards banquet. 
The AACA is proud of its relationship with the many historical organizations devoted to similar objectives 
the world over. The Club, through its national office, publications, and membership, aids individuals,  
libraries, historians and collectors dedicated to the preservation of automotive history. 
VEHICLES 
Road vehicles of all types, 25 years old and older are grouped for competitive purposes into many 
classes according to age and mechanical features. AACA has a comprehensive judging system that allows 
members to earn significant awards for their vehicles. In non-competitive classes, AACA also recognizes 
original cars in its Historic Preservation of Original Features (HPOF) group, and unmodified 25 year and 
older vehicles that are driven and have not obtained a First Junior award in its Drivers Participation Class 
(DPC) .  Recent recognitions have come to competitive vehicles (race cars) and Second Generation Class 
Vehicles (SGCV) for factory-assembled cars that resemble original cars (Avanti, Clenet, Shay and Zim-
mer).  The club recognizes classes of motorcycles and documented race cars as well. Further details can 
be found in our judging manual which is available online at www.aaca.org 

Correspondence: 

Buddy Whitney, Editor 

1710 Polk St. 

Houma, LA 70360 

http://www.local.aaca.org/louisiana
http://www.aaca.org/images/judge/2014_Judging_Guidelines.pdf

