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CHAPTERS OF  
THE LOUISIANA 

REGION 
 

Baton Rouge Chapter: 
Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Cenla Chapter:  
Alexandria, LA 

 

Contraband Chapter: 
Lake Charles, LA 

 

Evangeline Chapter:  
Lafayette, LA 

 

Lagniappe Chapter: 
Houma, LA 

 

St. Bernard Chapter: 
Chalmette, LA 

 

Slidell Chapter:  
Slidell, LA 

T H E  O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  L O U I S I A N A  R E G I O N  A A C A  

Spring greetings car lovers, 
  This has been an interesting spring considering the weather 
and some great car events.  I’m eager to get on down to Acadiana 
for the Louisiana Tour and to see all of you.  At the Spring General 
Membership Meeting, we’ll be voting to amend the by-laws for 
Louisiana Region to reflect the new Point Earning Activity schedule 
(4 a year).  Our by-laws were last compiled and revised in 2001 by 
Jim McDaniel and Charlie Matthews (THANK YOU!) and minor 
2007 revisions, so they’re now 10 or more years old and in need of 
review and revision overall. Let me know if you are interested in 
serving on a committee to do that. 
  Despite high school driver education and a host of private 
driving schools, I don’t see driving habits improving any.  It seems 
that a lot of modern cars are produced without turn signals, or 
maybe they’re broken, or have some kind of delay to prevent them 
from engaging until the vehicle is already turning.  I like the old 
days where turn signals were engaged before the actual turn to 
alert drivers behind you that you’re going to brake soon and turn, 
and the direction you were going to turn (don’t try to pass me).  
And merging into high speed traffic… don’t they teach that any-
more?  While we can all be courteous and move to the left lane if 
possible (it may be occupied), the obligation is on the cars coming 
in to speed up or slow down to merge into existing traffic.  And then 
there’s the impaired and distracted driver…  
Between 30-40,000 deaths occur on US highways each year (over 
3,000 a day world-wide!).  Is it time for autonomous cars?  As 
much as I like cars and touring, I’m ready for them, as long as 
there are provisions for Old-timers like us.  What are your 
thoughts? 
  Finally, our old cars are not nearly as crash-worthy as modern 

cars that are designed to absorb impact and provide crash protec-

tion like three point restraints and air bags.  Let’s make sure that 

we drive safely and defensively.                                    

www.local.aaca.org/louisiana . 

http://www.local.aaca.org/louisiana
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Minutes of last meeting BY FAYE DRAKE 

  Louisiana Region AACA Semi-Annual 
Meeting, May 6, 2017 Ramada Conference 
Center Lafayette, La. 

  President Fred Duplechin called the Ex-
ecutive Committee meeting to order at 4:30 
pm followed by the prayer and the pledge of 
allegiance. Roll call showed that all chapters 
were present and that Charlie Froehlich was 
representing Slidell Chapter and Jim Strat-
ton was representing Contraband Chapter.  
Horseless Carriage was in attendance and 
represented by Jack Wade.  Secretary 
Treasurer Buddy Whitney was out ill.  He 
asked Faye Drake to take his place. 

Reports: 

  A review of the December minutes indi-
cated an omission.  The President suggest-
ed the following wording to be appended to 
the minutes.  “Fred Duplechin asked the 
Board to consider at least a partial reim-
bursement of travel expenses for Region Of-
ficers.  There was some discussion, but no 
action was taken.  Charlie Matthews agreed 
to research the matter.” Charlie Froehlich 
made a motion and Herb Comeaux second-
ed that the minutes be approved with the 
above correction. 

  Fred gave legislative update.  Marty 
Roth had sent out an email asking to sup-
port legislation eliminating tax on the sale of 
antique automobiles.  Marty will be at to-
night’s meeting. 

  Faye Drake read Treasurer ’s Report in 
the absence of Secty/Treasurer Buddy Whit-
ney. Beginning balance from December 
2016 was $3872.02.  Total deposits were 
$1878.00 with checks totaling $146.00 leav-
ing a new balance $5604.02.  There was a 
question on an ACH web payment withdraw-
al of $88.74.  Arlette Nunez made a motion 
and Jim Stratton seconded to accept the 
treasurer’s report with a clarification of the 
$88.74 charge.  Motion carried. 

  Fred Duplechin, still serving as Archi-
   To page  3 

vist, reported that he is late in providing for-
mer Region President, Herb Comeaux with 
the backup disk, citing his and his wife’s 
surgeries.  He promised to provide it by the 
end of the month.  Fred continues as Web-
master also.  Revision of the website has 
been delayed by AACA Headquarters’ plan 
to stop supporting Front Page websites, 
which Louisiana Website Region employs.  
Headquarters has not updated webmasters 
on that issue, so Fred plans to publish the 
updated Louisiana within the month. 

Old Business:  

  Fred sent out a notice via email that the 
membership would be voting on making an 
amendment to the Louisiana Regional By-
laws, Article X – Most Active Member Award  
- Section 1 to read “Every Chapter of the 
Region shall sponsor an event every other 
year that all Region members in good 
standing are invited to attend. These events 
will be designated “point-earning activities” 
and shall be at least a two day event for the 
purpose of public displaying, touring and 
general enjoyment of our classic automo-
biles.  These point-earning events activities 
shall be reviewed periodically by the Execu-
tive Board to determine their validity. The 
Christmas Party Business meeting and the 
Louisiana Tour are points-earning activities.” 

  Herb Comeaux reminded the Board that 
chapters should coordinate the months they 
host point-earning tours so that events are 
not held back-to-back. The question of 
whether tours should be a full two-day 
event or whether ½ day on Friday and ½ 
day on Saturday would be acceptable came 
up.  Discussion was held on pros and cons 
and it was determined that those details 
would not apply to the Bylaws, but rather to 
details in the Officers Procedure Manual 
that each president should have on file.   

  Fred asked Charlie Matthews to chair a 
phone committee to determine if changes 
are needed to resolve concerns related to 
the chapters sequence of hosting, or the 
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   The End 

From page  2 

length of Point Earning Activities. Presi-
dents appointed Johnnie Waguespack, St 
Bernard Chapter, Ken Smart, Lagniappe 
Chapter and Gary Fontenot from Contra-
band Chapter to serve on that committee. 
(The Officers Procedure Manual can also 
be found on the website in archive materi-
als if chapters do not have one available.) 

  Charlie Matthews reported on his com-
mittee’s research as to whether reimburse-
ment of travel expenses for Region Officers 
should be implemented.   They determined 
that since we are a non-profit, monies 
should only be used for expenses incurred 
by the Region for office supplies, awards, 
Duster expenses, etc.  Therefore, the com-
mittee recommended that travel expenses 
not be reimbursed to officers.  One sugges-
tion to help defray cost of officers attending 
each event in the Region was for chapters 
to ask for a couple of comp rooms when ne-
gotiating with your host hotel to be offered 
for officer’s use.  Since Fred Duplechin was 
the one who had originally brought up the 
reimbursement request, he withdrew his re-
quest. 

New Business:   

  Charlie Froehlich reported that Herb 
Comeaux had agreed to co-host the Senti-
mental Tour for vehicles 1928-1958.  Con-
firmed dates are November 4th – 9th, 2018.  
The agenda has been set and the registra-
tion, finance, tour book/publicity and daily 
newsletter committees are in place and 
staffed. There are other duties that will 
need to be filled and an appeal to chapters 
for help will be forthcoming as the need 
arises. Charlie is looking for someone to 
volunteer to furnish at least 6 handcrafted 
trophies.  If you or someone you know can 
do that, please advise Charlie. 

  A notice has been put out from Nation-
al that there have been some scams perpe-
trated on AACA Chapters in the form of bo-

gus notices that the chapter owed some ob-
ligation and some treasurers are paying it.  
Chapters are urged to be very careful.  Fred 
will send out a list he compiled of treasurer’s 
duties for chapter presidents to present to 
their board of directors to consider and im-
plement if they so choose. 

  Jack Wade, President of Horseless Car-
riage reported that the 2018 Louisiana Tour 
dates would be May 11-13.  Host hotel is 
Hampton Inn in Hammond, La.  Applications 
will be included in the next Duster. Horse-
less Carriage will retain their rotation in the 
Louisiana Tour, hosting the event every 8 
years. 

  Charlie Matthews asked that all chap-
ters correspond with the Regional Secretary 
about chapter member who are seriously ill 
or deaths so Buddy can send out a mass 
email to let the entire membership know.  
Too many times we find out after the fact 
that friends from other chapters have been 
seriously ill or have passed away.  That way 
we can show our respect or check on them 
in a timely manner. 

  Having no further business, meeting ad-
journed at 5:45  

Faye Drake for Buddy Whitney, La Region 
AACA Secretary May 7, 2017. 

The General Membership Meeting was 
held at 7:50 PM.  Fred Duplechin reported 
on the Executive Board Meeting and polled 
the membership on the by-laws change. The 
membership ratified the change. 

[Subsequent to these minutes, I discovered 
that the wording in the notice sent to mem-
bers and the wording in the meeting agenda 
were different.  This likely invalidates the 
vote to change the by-laws, but will be dis-
cussed at the December meeting of the Ex-
ecutive Officers. – Fred Duplechin] 

Submitted by Faye Drake May 7, 2017  

Reviewed and Edited by Fred Duplechin 
May 16, 2017. 
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point - control – enter 

Sumitted by Marty Roth 

http://semasan.com/page.asp?content=aa2017LA1&g=SEMAGA&utm_source=ET&utm_medium=email&utm_content=52297221&utm_campaign=LegAlert
https://www.youtube.com/user/semasan
https://click.message.sema.org/?qs=9f98496921ffc9709c156f685c809be6359fce29cf278506f7282763ecd422c7db717228ce9e8b91d2698380647552af743f4ec19187f750
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Founders Tour ● June 4-9 ● Gettysburg, PA 

Annual Grand National ● June 15-17 ● Independence, MO 

Central Fall Meet ● August 17-19 ● Bettendorf, IA 

Revival AAA Glidden Tour® ● September 17-22 ● Hastings, NE 

Eastern Fall Meet ● October 4-7 ● Hershey, PA2017 AACA National Meets & Tours 

Winter Meet ● February 23-25 ● Ocala, FL 

Western Spring Meet ● March 23-26 ● Palm Springs, CA 

Southeastern Spring Meet ● April 6-9 ● Charlotte, NC 

Western Divisional Tour ● April 25-28 ● Sonora, CA 

Central Spring Meet ● May 11-13 ● Auburn, IN 

Eastern Spring Meet ● May 26-27 ● Huntington, WV 

Founders Tour ● June 4-9 ● Gettysburg, PA 

Annual Grand National ● June 15-17 ● Independence, MO 

Central Fall Meet ● August 17-19 ● Bettendorf, IA 

Revival AAA Glidden Tour® ● September 17-22 ● Hastings, NE 

Eastern Fall Meet ● October 4-7 ● Hershey, PA2017 AACA National Meets & Tours 

Winter Meet ● February 23-25 ● Ocala, FL 

Western Spring Meet ● March 23-26 ● Palm Springs, CA 

Southeastern Spring Meet ● April 6-9 ● Charlotte, NC 

Western Divisional Tour ● April 25-28 ● Sonora, CA 

Central Spring Meet ● May 11-13 ● Auburn, IN 

Eastern Spring Meet ● May 26-27 ● Huntington, WV 

Founders Tour ● June 4-9 ● Gettysburg, PA 

Annual Grand National ● June 15-17 ● Independence, MO 

Central Fall Meet ● August 17-19 ● Bettendorf, IA 

2017 AACA National Meets & tours 

 

New Member to Louisiana Region 2017 
AACA # Chapter Last Name First Name Address City State Zip Telephone# 

998548-J Baton Rouge Lewis George 13738 Grace Ave Walker LA 70785   

903036-J Evangeline Beisecher Mark & Phyllis 494 Grand Maris Rd. Church Point LA 70525 (601) 434-6837 

277010-J Evangeline Figueron Eddiw & Jenny 2116 Memorial Drive Alexandria LA 71301 (318) 623-0917 

389545-J Evangeline Hernandez Donald 201 Rue boudeaux Carencro LA 70520 (337) 886-6112 

009221-J Evangeline Perriden Benton & Thersa 104 Lockhart Drive Lafayette LA 70508 (337) 581-1933 

new Lagniappe Bivens William (Bill) & Conni 311 Camerm Isles Cort Houma LA 70360 (985) 297-3843 

903531-J Lagniappe Ledet Leo & Mary P.O. Box 1070 Houma LA 70361 (985) 872-4577 

New Baton Rouge Fife Phillip & Linde 18945 Lod Stafford Rd. Walker LA 70785 (225) 435-0220 

476928-J Contraband Kleinman Harry & Karen 24 Carriage Ln Lake Charles LA 70605 (337) 540-4006 

New Slidel Thompson Lavar 2612 Rogers St. Picayune MS 39466 (601) 590-4994 
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Check us out at  www.local.aaca.org/louisiana 

THE CLUB 
The Antique Automobile Club of America is the country’s oldest and largest automotive historical 
society. A Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, it is dedicated to the preservation, restoration and 
maintenance of automobiles and automotive history. Founded in Philadelphia in 1935, its membership 
has grown to over 60,000 members from all parts of the world. The AACA holds country-wide 
competitive and noncompetitive tours, meets and events. These are on a divisional basis offering a 
program within the reach of everyone. Tours and activities relating to the hobby are sponsored, 
including the AAA Revival Glidden Tour®, Founders Tour, Nickel Tour, Reliability Tour, Sentimental Tour 
and Divisional Tours. The annual meeting features seminars, trade show and a year end culminating 
awards banquet. 
The AACA is proud of its relationship with the many historical organizations devoted to similar objectives 
the world over. The Club, through its national office, publications, and membership, aids individuals,  
libraries, historians and collectors dedicated to the preservation of automotive history. 
VEHICLES 
Road vehicles of all types, 25 years old and older are grouped for competitive purposes into many 
classes according to age and mechanical features. AACA has a comprehensive judging system that allows 
members to earn significant awards for their vehicles. In non-competitive classes, AACA also recognizes 
original cars in its Historic Preservation of Original Features (HPOF) group, and unmodified 25 year and 
older vehicles that are driven and have not obtained a First Junior award in its Drivers Participation Class 
(DPC) .  Recent recognitions have come to competitive vehicles (race cars) and Second Generation Class 
Vehicles (SGCV) for factory-assembled cars that resemble original cars (Avanti, Clenet, Shay and Zim-
mer).  The club recognizes classes of motorcycles and documented race cars as well. Further details can 
be found in our judging manual which is available online at www.aaca.org 

Correspondence: 

Buddy Whitney, Editor 

1710 Polk St. 

Houma, LA 70360 

http://www.local.aaca.org/louisiana
http://www.aaca.org/images/judge/2014_Judging_Guidelines.pdf

