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                                                Message from the President    

Hello to everyone in the LA Region. Now that we have great weather, we 

need to be cruising around and showing off our cars so we can get    

people talking about us and maybe get them a little jealous! I want to 

thank the Slidell Chapter for hosting a great LA Tour in Gretna, LA. Now 

Evangeline Chapter, it is up to you to plan for the LA Tour next year. For 

those of us that were there, I hope they had as good a time as Teri and I 

did. For those who did not make it, you missed a great time, good tours, 

great food, and entertainment.                                                                                                           

 I want to encourage everyone to try your best to attend these 

tours that our AACA Chapters are hosting. There is a lot of work that 

goes into planning these tours so we, as members, need to support 

these chapters by showing up and having a great time.   The next tour up 

is the Evangeline Chapter in June, so check your newsletter and please 

register and try to attend and support as well as have a great time.                                                                                                      

 OK, changing the subject  to a more serious matter, nominations 

are now open for 2017-2018 LA Region President and Secretary/

Treasurer. According to the list, it is Baton Rouge’s turn for this office.       

 I hope to see everyone driving and having a great and safe time. 

Memorial Day is coming up so please remember our veterans! 

Herb Comeaux 
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LA Region AACA Semi-Annual Meeting          Days Inn/LA Tour in Gretna, LA            May 7, 2016 

Board Meeting was called to order at 4:50 p.m. by President Herb Comeaux. Pledge of            

Allegiance led by Ken Smart. Prayer by Richard Humphries. Roll Call by Herb Comeaux-Baton 

Rouge Chapter not present and no proxy sent in for a representative.  The only proxy letter    

received was for Perry Richardson to give a report for Fred Duplechin.                                          

The Semi-Annual Meeting was called to order at  6:55 p.m.                                                                                 

 Motion by Linda Burns to accept minutes for last meeting as they were printed in  The 

Duster. Second  by Becky Ducote and motion carried.                                                                                      

 Treasurer’s Report (distributed and) given by Debra Humphries. Motion by Arlette   

Nunez and second by Michael Collins to accept report as printed/given. Motion carried.                   

 Legislative Report given by Tommy Burns . The full report is printed in the Legislative 

Minute in this newsletter.                                                                                                                                            

 Historian Report– given by Perry Richardson. Fred Duplechn reported no significant 

changes; all newsletters received are saved to hard drive/archived files. Digital files were     

presented to the President  and chapter presidents.                                                                                   

Old Business: HCC (Horseless Carriage Club) stated they will make a formal bid in December 

for the 2018 LA Tour. They have insurance that will cover the tour.  They will also let us know if 

they want to remain in the line-up for future tours. Change from 7 to 4Tours-has been tabled 

and will be discussed in December.                                                                                                                              

New Business:                                                                                                                                                                       

President’s Reports: Baton Rouge –Charlie Matthews thanked Slidell for  a great tour.  COCC-

Michael Collins reported that their Fall Tour will be Sept. 16-17 in Alexandria. Flyer will be ready 

soon and thanked Slidell for a great time!  Contraband-Jim Stratton reported that they have had 

a great time this weekend and they had no future plans. Evangeline-Pam Sonnier reported that 

their tour is next on June 4-5-6. A little different-you choose if you want to do the tour or the ral-

ly. Had a great time this weekend and try to come to their tour!  Lagniappe-Ken Smart reported 

that their next tour is Nov. 6-7 and will be a little different as it will start with a crab boil Friday 

night, have a tour of the air base on Sat. morn. and conclude with a hot lunch on Saturday. St. 

Bernard-Arlette Nunez said their next event is their 28th Annual Car Show. Come see them on 

Oct.1st  and then go on to Cruisin’ the Coast!                                                                                        

 President reminded everyone to send in an article for The Duster.  Only had one article 

last year. Linda Burns reported that we have two articles so far this year (both in the upcoming 

Duster). She also reported that Charlie Matthews received  The 2015 Estelle Copes Award  for 

the best article printed in The Duster for his article on “Jim McDaniel” printed in Vol. 60  Issue 3 

June-July, 2015.                                                                                                                                                                                

 President thanked chapters for sending in their Tour rosters in a timely manner. Linda 

Burns reported that Charlie Maher had already turned his roster in for this tour!                           

 Motion by Bobbie Thibodeaux, second by Charlie Matthews to open nominations from 

the floor for officers for 2017-2018. Motion carried. It should be Baton Rouge accepting the 

nominations but their President is not here. Herb Comeaux told the members that if Baton 

Rouge does not accept the officer positions then the next chapter in line is Lagniappe.                                                    

 President Herb Comeaux reported that the 2016 LA Region AACA Christmas lunch and 

Semi-Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, Dec. 4th at the Ramada in Lafayette (same place 

as last year). Comments made: location  at discretion of President, usually on I-10 corridor                                                                                              

 President Herb Comeaux presented the Past President’s Award to Johnny 

Waguespack.                                                                                                                                                                     

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.                                                                                                                      

Submitted by Linda D. Burns, LA Region AACA Secretary 
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2016 Contraband Chapter Geaux Tour and Poker Run  

By Faye Drake & Pam Robertson 

The Tour was held April 1-2, 2016. Host Hotel was the Richmond Suites, Hwy 171 and I-10 in Lake Charles. Our 

final registration number was 47 cars and we were excited to see all chapters in the region were represented.  

Evangeline Chapter had the largest number attending from out of town with a whopping 16 cars registered!  

As first time tour directors, our goal was for us to actually drive our cars during the Tour, not just attend events. 

And drive we certainly did. On Friday we drove to DeQuincy and back. Then on Saturday we drove around Lake 

Charles then to Cameron and back. Saturday’s Tour had to be rerouted due to the Cameron Ferry closure, but 

we were able to come up with a little different route. We had comments from many of our guests that this was 

the first time they had ever gotten off the interstate and seen Lake Charles. A few had never been to Cameron 

either.  

We were welcomed in DeQuincy by a representative from the mayor’s office proclaiming April 1, 2016 as 

“Louisiana Region – Antique Automobile Club of America Day.” Our Saturday morning speaker, Adley Cormier, 

gave an interesting talk about the history of Lake Charles that included tidbits that even some of our Lake 

Charles natives were unaware of, and Clair Marceaux, Director of Economic Development for Cameron Parish 

wowed us with her knowledge of Cameron and the upcoming changes to the Port and Industry in the area. 

Thanks to donations from our chapter members we were able to put together 10 wonderful raffle items and par-

ticipants got to choose which items they wanted to win so everyone left happy with their prize. 

Judges had a hard time choosing from the fine automobiles on display but they finally reached an agreement 

and the winners were: 

 Sponsors Choice – Boo & Brenda Derouen -Evangeline Chapter – 1955 Pontiac Starchief 

 President’s Award – Greg & Brenda Dobney – Lagniappe Chapter -1931 Ford Model “A” Vic  

 Hardluck Award – Charlie & Eula Matthews – Baton Rouge Chapter -1967 Ford Mustang 

 Furthest Traveled – Charlie & Ardie Froehlich – Slidell Chapter – 1983 Lincoln 

 Pre War  – Ken & Linda Smart – Lagniappe Chapter -1929 Essex 2 Dr 

 Modified – John Gontarek & Julie Hebert – Evangeline Chapter – 1955 Chevy Belair 

 People’s Choice – John Gontarek & Julie Hebert – Evangeline Chapter – 1955 Chevy Belair 

As Tour Chairpersons, we want to thank all the members of the Louisiana Region for taking time out of your 

busy schedule to attend our tour and all Contraband Chapter members for everything they did to make the 

Spring Tour a success.  We loved having you and are looking forward to see lots more of you during 2016! 

****************************************************************************************************** 

LA Region AACA             

President Herb Comeaux 

presents  Ruby Meaux with 

her AACA  Certificate  for 

Best Regional Newsletter 

at the Contraband Tour 
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Charlie Matthews-Hard Luck Trophy  

presented by Tommy Miller 

Longest Distance Charlie                  

Froehlich presented by                          

Gary Fontenot 

 

Sponsor’s Award presented by Chris & Keith 

Landry of Landry’s NAPA  Supply to Boo & 

Brenda Derouen 

President’s Award presented 

to  Greg  Dobney by Robbie  

Robertson 

    People’s Choice/Modified          

presented to Julie Hebert by Robbie 

Robertson 

Pre-War to Ken & Linda Smart    

presented by Tommy Miller 

Worst Poker Hand-Arlette    

Nunez 

 

Train Museum Dequincy 

At  The Jetty in Cameron 

Thanks to Gary Fontenot 

and Faye Drake for    

sharing pictures/articles 
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‘MY HARD LUCK STORY” 

 

     Eula and I have not missed a Louisiana Region Point Earning Event for 24 years and had not received a “Hard Luck 
Award” plus we have made many National Tours. On our 25th year unfortunately we received our first Hard Luck Award 
at the Contraband Chapter AACA Spring Tour April 2, 2016 at Lake Charles La.  
     We drove our 1967 “FORD” Mustang which ran good till Saturday’s tour from Lake Charles to Cameron for lunch. 
About half way of the 50 miles the engine cut off and there are no shoulders on this highway. Many of our friends 
stopped to help, some under the hood and some directing traffic.  A Sheriff’s Deputy stopped and said we had to move 
off the highway, I asked where with no shoulders, he said I don’t know but you have to get off the highway. The Deputy 
said there is a old Country Store about 10 to 12 miles down the road. I was lucky that I had a tow rope in my small tool 
box, but most of all having a good friend, (Jim Stratton was willing to pull my Mustang with his Jeep.)  Jim and Toup 
Sonnier  hooked the tow rope to the trailer hitch of Jim’s Jeep and he pulled the Mustang, this must have been the 
longest 12 miles I have ever been. Boy! was I glad to see the Old Country Store it had enough room for me to park the 
Mustang. My mechanic’s thought the problem was the coil. I asked the Sheriff Deputy if there was an auto parts store in 
Cameron, he said only one and it’s closed on Saturday. I ask him if I may be able to call them to see if they had a coil and 
he told me “NO”. 
     Jim and Laura offered us to ride with them to Cameron Jetties Park for lunch, in the mean time Boo and Brenda 
Derouen checked with the tour group for the part I needed. Robert Hoey had a coil and condenser for me. After lunch 
Eula and I rode back to the Mustang with Jim and Laura. The Mechanics (Jim and Toup) and others replaced the coil the 
Mustang started, so we said GREAT! that was the problem. But to such disappointment, that was not the problem. 
About 3 miles up the highway as we were coasting along the“FORD” stopped again. I saw a “BIG ROAD KILL” on the 
highway and boy was I flipping my body back and forth trying my best to get past it and just did make it. Don’t you know 
the way my luck was going we were in a curve in the highway and remember no shoulders. I got out my tow rope and 
hooked it up to Jim’s Jeep again and up the highway just before getting to the bridge there was a small road way to pull 
over on and park. I asked the Deputy if he could get me some wrecker service phone numbers so he got me 3. 
    The mechanics went to work again, changed the condenser and that didn’t do any good. They put some gas in the 
carburetor it started and died after a couple of times and it didn’t work they said it must be the fuel pump. I called the 
first wrecker service. After explaining where I was he said he could not come for about 2 to 2 ½ hrs. I called the second 
and he did not have anyone. I called Tommy Miller to see if he knew a wrecker service and he said that he would go pick 
up his truck and pick up Mary Jane Gill’s trailer and come get the Mustang. Then of all the part stores in Lake Charles and 
Sulphur only one had a fuel pump, the Auto Zone in Sulphur. About two hours later Tommy and Lynn Benoit arrived and 
we loaded the “FORD”. I got in the Mustang to steer it on the trailer, then the” shocker” I could not get out, the door of 
the Mustang could not open because of the door being lower than the trailer fenders. Have you ever seen a 85 yr old 
man climbing out of a small window on a Mustang Coupe? Boy It was not easy, but I made it. We finally arrived at the 
Banquet about 7:00 PM. AS PAUL HARVY WOULD SAY NOW THE REST OF THE STORY. After the Banquet we got the 
Ford Mustang off the trailer. I got together with Jim and Tommy to meet me at 8:00 AM the next morning. Jim took the 
fuel pump off and he drove us to the Auto Zone in Sulphur and picked up the fuel pump. Jim and Tommy put the new 
fuel pump on, put some gas in the carburetor and that didn’t work. Then someone said let’s check the points. The 
trouble from the GET GO was the points. They had closed so they could not fire, so they opened the points and it ran 
good. Eula and I drove back to Baton Rouge without any trouble.  
      We thank everyone for helping us. Even thou I never wanted a “HARD LUCK AWARD” I do have it on display in my 
garage.  It reminds me every day of the bad luck and all the good friends from the club that came to my rescue.  
 
Thanks to all of you, 
 
Charlie Matthews 
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    Changes to the Membership Roster 

Evangeline: add Jewel Slovacek’s email:  jewel@slovaceks.com                                                                  

    

St. Bernard : Lloyd Marquez   6900 Royal St.   Arabi, LA 70032    Ph: 504-276-0388  

Baton Rouge:  Wally Waguespack      2379 Hillsdale Dr.   Baton Rouge, LA 70808   Ph: 225-202-0023       

 email: wwag@cox.net 

              Legislative Minute       Tommy Burns                   
The only thing  related to vehicles in the Legislature is a $5 app for an electronic driver’s license 

(shows the front and back of your license).  You would still have to carry the hard copy of your li-

cense.  We will be the first state to have this option!  

There was an increase of taxes we pay for rental vehicles and short term rentals (such as airbandb). 

There were over 20,000 airbandb rentals in N.O. during the recent Jazz Festival so you can see this 

hits the tourists who come to LA. 

Changing to “Healthy LA” with the expansion of LA Medicaid (instead of “Bayou LA”) and will be able 

to cover a  family of 4 that makes $33,460. They are saying we will see an overall improvement of 

health care.   

LOSERS:                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 TOPS-will cap what they pay colleges and universities and will be using a higher ACT score.                       

 Smokers-hit for another 22 cents on April 1st.                                                                                     

 Alcohol tax-went up 1-2 cents per serving on beer, wine, and alcohol.                                                                          

 Sales tax-went up 1%                                                                                                                                                                              

 Internet shoppers will have to pay LA sales tax                                                                                                 

There’s still a deficit so more will have to be done by the Legislature. 

to our NEW members….. 

LA Region President 

Herb Comeaux  presents 

National AACA’s           

Certificate of  Excellence 

to Linda Burns, Editor for 

her work on the COCC    

Headliner and the LA   

Region Duster. Also     

present at the         

presentation COCC   

President Michael Collins. 
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   PIRATES of  da  WEST BANK! 
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LA Region AACA President 

Herb Comeaux presents the 

Past President’s Plaque to    

Johnny Waguespack 

COCC Mitch Mitchell: Longest  

Distance  and Pre-War Plaques 

Post War Plaque:           

HCC Eugene Lee                    

Best Female Pirate:                   

Pam Sonnier 

 Hard Luck Plaque: Carl Malone                

        (Tie Rod End) 

“In Memory of P.Wayne Clark” 

plaque (for his service at AACA 

Tours in his ‘60 Pontiac)            

presented to his  daughter Janet 

Clark Pansano     

Best Male Pirate:   

Warren Ferlandy 

    SACC President’s Plaque:        

Robert and Pam Hubbard 

Thanks to Ava Sonnier, Linda Turner, and Debra Humphries  for           

sharing Tour pictures.                                                                                

Thanks to Charlie Maher for checking the names for the awards. 

   TOUR  AWARDS 



 At the New Orleans MotorSports Park 

 At the Gretna  Historical               

  Society Museum Complex….. 

At GHS each group 

had a  tour guide! 

                The Blacksmith’s Shop 

‘1859’ and it’s the oldest active fire company in the U.S.! 

1876 Steam Pumper and other museum articles 

Display at the Jean Lafitte Barataria             

Museum—I missed a pic of the alligator ’cause 

people were sitting in front of him!  

     Rattan stroller in one of the 3         

 Creole cottages 

The blacksmith still uses tools from the 1800’s! 
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TOURS on Fri. and Sat. 

     Our guides were ‘E’xcellent! 



 

        Annual Louisiana Region AACA Tour             Charlie Maher 

 

The 49
th

 Annual Louisiana Region AACA Tour was held on May 6-8, 2016, out of the Day’s Inn in Gretna, LA., and was 

hosted by the Slidell Antique Car Club, after over a year and a half in the planning. Attending the tour were 113 

members/guests of the various Chapters/Clubs of the region. (Baton Rouge-4, CENLA-12, Contraband-6, Evangeline-18, 

Horseless Carriage Club-5, Lagniappe 4, St. Bernard-6, and Slidell-58) The attendees brought 49 Antique Cars to the tour. 

In planning the tour, the primary goal was to take the attendees to places that they have never visited before, and to do 

things with their Antique Cars that they would never ever again get a chance to do again. It was felt that the tour can now 

be labeled “Mission Accomplished”. It can also to be proudly noted that all 58 of the attending Slidell Chapter members, 

each had volunteered for various jobs for the tour. This resulted in it really being a “Slidell Antique Car Club Member’s 

Hosted Tour”. 

 

It all began with a Finger Food Lunch during the registration period, with the ladies, insuring that all had enough to eat 

before the “Early Bird Tour”. The drink wagon being a 1937 Chevrolet Stake Body Truck, an unrestored driver, and owned 

by SACC member Timothy Pisciotta. The truck gave the attendees, while getting their drinks, more than enough to talk 

about.  

 

The “Early Bird Tour” began Friday at 2:00PM for a caravan ride thru cities of Gretna, Marrero, Harvey, & Westwego to 

visit the NOLA Motorsports Park, in Avondale, LA. The beautiful 700 acre site opened its gates at the beginning of 2002, 

and has seen plenty of action since. Whether you are into karting, auto crossing, motorcycle racing, or road racing, NOLA 

Motorsports Park has it all. They even have programs for one to drive their go carts or race cars. This is where you ride in 

one of the race cars along with a professional driver at 130-140 MPH. After their facility presentation about the track, and 

what they have to offer, their management team graciously invited the attending Antique Cars to take two laps around 

their 2.7 mile race track, escorted by their Pace Car. The rules were very simple—only Antique Cars allowed on the track, 

and no passing of their Pace Car. Those that ventured the drive around the track, in their Antique Cars, shall surely 

remember this event for years to come, along with telling their friends about this unusual experience while on the tour. 

 

Saturday began at 9:30AM with an outing to the Gretna Historical Society‘s Museum Complex. Exiting, we were provided 

with the very services of 7 cars from the Gretna Police Department, with their blocking off traffic so that the group could 

exit onto the very busy Westbank Expressway. One of their cars graciously stayed for 2 ½ hours with a car that broke 

down exiting the motel (They won the Hard Luck Award). The Gretna Museum Complex has three Creole cottages, an 

active Blacksmith shop, and the Louisiana State Fire Museum. The Louisiana State Fire Museum is housed in the David 

Crockett Fire Company No. 1, 1859 firehouse, proudly displaying its "pride and joy," an 1876 steam fire pumper. Most 

importantly, it is the oldest, continuously active volunteer fire company in the United States. The Louisiana State Fire 

Museum is a one of a kind museum, and when you look carefully at the mechanics of the fire pumper, it really amazes you 

of the technology of the time. Their Blacksmith Shop visit showed us how metal working was done years ago or how they 

could get you married.   

 

After lunch we were off to visit the Lafitte’s Barataria Museum, in the town of Jean Lafitte. The new 6000 square foot 

museum tells the 200 year-old story of the Town of Jean Lafitte, a historic fishing village 20 miles southwest of New 

Orleans. The museum features a multi-media theatre presentation, an animated museum exhibition, and a nature study 

trail. It also leads visitors on a journey through the life of pirate Jean Lafitte, the stories and folk traditions of wetland 

dwellers, and the realities of coastal erosion and natural and man-made disasters. From here it was caravanning back to 

the Day’s Inn. 

 

Saturday Night’s Banquet had many of the attendees dressed in their best Pirate Costumes, which you really had to see to 

enjoy, making the evening a very special event. The awards were: LA Region President’s Award to Johnny Waguespack of 

St. Bernard, Slidell Antique Car Club President’s Award to Robert & Pam Hubbard, Best Pre-War Car to Joe Mitchel of 

CENLA, Best Post War Car to Eugene Lee of Horseless Carriage Club, Longest Distance Driven to Joe Mitchel of CENLA, 

Hard Luck Award to Carl Malone of SACC, 50/50 Raffle, 71 Parade of Prize Winners, Poker Run Winner, Best Dressed Man’s 

Pirate Costume to Warren Ferlandy of SACC, Best Dressed Lady’s  Pirate Costume to Pam Sonnier of Evangeline, and 

finally a Tour Special Award to Jenny Clark Pansano, in remembrance of her father, P Wayne Clark.                  

 

There was a heck of a lot more than what I have mentioned that took place over the great weekend. But I guess it is best 

to just to say, “What happened, and what was said while on the 49
th

 Annual Louisiana Region AACA Tour, stays on the 

tour”. Planning a weekend tour by any chapter is never an easy task, and has to a pure labor of love. The payoff for all of 

the work involved is when you see those attending enjoying themselves during the two days doing what was offered as 

part of the tour. I do hope that you do consider making plans to attend the 50
th

 Annual Louisiana Region AACA Tour which 

is to be hosted by the Evangeline Chapter in May 2017. 
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THE ANTIQUE                

AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF 

AMERICA (AACA) and the 

LA REGION AACA  are 

dedicated to the         

preservation and            

restoration of  antique 

automobiles. 

 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

 

MAY 

JUNE 

              Memorial Day..on the 30th 

          on the 19th                                                      begins on the 20th                              

“ The Duster”                      

Linda D. Burns, Editor   

1424 Evangeline Rd. 

Glenmora, LA 71433        

318-308-7625                 

lindab2@centurytel.net 

     On the 3rd 


