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    MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT       

 

    I hope everyone is thawed out, because we are in for a really fun touring season. The first tour 

of the 2014 season is March 30
th

 hosted by The Baton Rouge Chapter. It will be a one day car 

show at the LSU Agriculture Center. Then, on April 11
th

 & 12
th

, the CONTRABAND Chapter is 

holding its spring tour in Iowa, Louisiana. Next up is The Louisiana Tour May 2
nd

 -4
th 

hosted by 

the CENLA Chapter in Alexandria, Louisiana. The EVANGELINE chapter will hold its tour on 

June 6
th

, 7th, and 8
th

 in Lafayette.  We will have more dates from other chapters to follow.   

All of our chapters are working hard to put together these tours, please show your support and 

attend as many as possible.                                        

                                                                                                              Keep on cruising, 

                                               Johnny Waguespack             
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BOARD MEETING AACA LA REGION 12/1/13 

Meeting called to order. 

Said pledge led by Johnny Waguespack. 

Bobbie Thibodeaux made a motion to accept minutes of last meeting as printed in the Duster of May, 

2013.  Ricky Ragan second motion. 

Secretary gave Treasurer’s report.   

Bobbie Thibodeaux  made a motion to accept treasurer’s report as read.  Judy McClaran second. 

Gary Labat gave legislative report.  Nothing too much to report.  Still no texting and driving.  Including 

dialing numbers could get you a ticket.  No one under 17 to text and drive. 

Fred Duplechin gave Archivist report.  Encouraged chapters to send in club activity photos to put on 

AACA LA Region website.   

Representatives of chapters discussed upcoming activities for 2014.  No representative/proxy for 

Contraband or Slidell present.  Letter from Buddy Adams, president of Slidell chapter entered as 

correspondence and discussion of Article 10 Section 1 in the by-laws. Johnny to notify Buddy Adams and 

strongly encourage Slidell chapter to add point earning activity for 2014 and 2015 to one of their one 

day monthly outings or hold a one day mini-tour and invite everyone. (Unintentionally omitted and 

resubmitted) 

Old Business:   

Charlie Matthews asked that the history of past officers and LA tour sponsors be updated every year in 

the Officers Manual for region.  Also, notify Fred Duplechin to post on AACA website. 

New Business: 

National Fall Meet November of 2015 will be hosted by the Lagniappe Chapter.  All chapters are 

encouraged to attend and show cars.  Lagniappe Chapter is asking for all chapters participation in 

helping with planning this big event. 

Marty Roth, National Director and V.P. of membership encouraged chapters to send their monthly 

newsletters to National AACA for publication.  It could win an award.  Also, National AACA has new 

membership brochures.  Encouraged chapters to write and ask for brochures to hand out to potential  

new members. 

Bobbie Thibodeaux made a motion to close the meeting.  Ricky Ragan second motion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharie Waguespack - Secretary/Treasurer 
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2013TahoeTrip 

BAYOU STATE EFV8 TOUR TO LAKE TAHOE 

Charlie Froehlich (Using Ardie’s notes taken during the trip.) 

The Early Ford V8 Club holds a Grand National Meet every five years. During 2013 it was scheduled for Lake 

Tahoe, Nevada. Early in 2012 we received word that a group of V8ers from the eastern part of the country was 

planning a driving tour to Tahoe for the Meet. Their plan was to generally follow the Lincoln Highway to 

Tahoe and then return eastbound by going further north through Yellowstone, The Black Hills, etc. They 

invited other clubs to join with them. This plan was discussed several times in Bayou State Club meetings and 

several couples indicated an interest in attending this tour; however our consensus was that we would like to 

do more of the southwest USA on the way to Tahoe and then join the group on their eastbound route.  So, that 

is what we did. 

I am going to write this story from my viewpoint and not necessarily describe everyone’s situation.  Ardie and 

I left home at 6:30AM the morning of Wednesday, June 5th, 2013 driving the 1952 Victoria.  There was a 

slight misty rain – one of the few rain experiences we had on the trip.  We joined up with Mary Lou and 

Chester Mayeaux, also driving a ’52 Vicky, in Port Allen.  Then we continued west and met Penny and Walt 

Jones near Opelousas driving modern.  As we proceeded we stopped at Natchitoches for lunch and a pre-

arranged meeting with Willy and Roy Templet, trailering their 1940 Ford Fordor.  That completed our tour 

group. 

We are now headed west in earnest and the next couple of days are just driving with overnight stops in 

Lindale, TX, Childress, TX and Grants, NM.   After Amarillo we are traveling Interstate Highway 40, 

paralleling US Route 66, and occasionally using  segments of Route 66.  Due to the temperature (HOT), 

ethanol fuel and altitude the Vicky was having some vapor lock problems but the electric fuel pump always 

handled that.  We left Grants on Saturday June 8th, drove through Gallup and it is now time to start our scenic 

touring.   

Our first significant scenic point was to tour the Painted Desert and Petrified Forrest.  The Desert is scenic in a 

desert sort of way, but the Forrest really grabs you.  If you have never been, it consists of many petrified logs 

scattered over a significant portion of the Desert.  They look much like a logged forest with broken trees laying 

around.  Leaving the Forest we visited a huge rock shop (polished petrified wood featured) at Holbrook, drove 

through Winslow and continued to Flagstaff for the night.   

Sunday morning we are off to the South Rim of the Grand Canyon.  Now what can you say about a big ditch?  

Well one thing is “It sure is a big ditch”.  We drove from the east end of the Grand Canyon National Park to 

The Village stopping at various overlooks along the way.  Many spectacular views.  Our group met up in The 

Village and had a good lunch at the lodge.  There were a variety of bus tours to scenic points around The 

Village and we participated in them.  Ardie and I left the group there a little early and headed into Williams for 

the night.  Ulterior motive here:  The temperatures were getting hot and we were headed west into even hotter 

areas – like Needles, CA with a forecast of 120+ for the next day.  I did not have air conditioning, the others 

did, and the car was running hotter than I liked to see.  So we made plans to do some night time driving like we 

did in the old days.  I advised the others of the plan and invited them to join us, but we had no takers.  So 

adios!  
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June 10
th
, Monday, we had a few snacks that we acquired the night before and left the motel at 3:15 AM.  It 

was a beautiful, clear star studded night with almost no traffic on I-40.  We made great time getting through 

Kingman and Needles before the rest of them even got on the road.  The original plan was to overnight in 

Barstow but we passed through there at 9:30 AM, The driving conditions were still good so we continued on to 

Bakersfield for the night.  The rest of the group stayed at Barstow. 

Tuesday we drove to Cambria and checked in to the motel overlooking the Pacific Ocean.  Had lunch, did a 

little local sight seeing and awaited the arrival of the others about 4PM.  After a quick planning session we 

went to the local supermarket and purchased sour dough bread, wine, cheese, etc and had dinner on the motel 

patio watching the sun set over the ocean.  Man I could live like that.  The next day consisted of local touring. 

Thursday we checked out of our nice accommodations and drove a few miles north to Hearst Castle.  Roy had 

obtained tickets for three tours of the Castle.  If you have never been there, I highly recommend it.  Get tickets 

in advance, sometimes they sell out, sometimes you can buy tickets at the gate but don’t risk missing it.  The 

Castle is about three miles off of the coast and at an elevation of 1600’.  We were there on a clear day and the 

view of the Pacific was absolutely spectacular, as were the tours of the Castle.  After touring the Castle we 

continued north on CA State Highway 1 to Monterey.  Highway 1 is a beautiful drive along the coast, one of 

the most beautiful roads in the country.  Another “do not miss it” item if you are ever in the area.  We spent the 

night in Monterey and did a quickie driving tour of the city Friday morning.  Then it was onto the 17 Mile 

Drive with beautiful views of the ocean and passing by Pebble Beach Gulf Course.  The lunch stop was at 

Carmel, but Ardie and I again departed early as I was under the weather and felt like getting to our overnight 

stop near Yosemite National Park early. 

Saturday morning, June 15
th
 we departed Cedar Lodge to do a quickie one day tour of Yosemite.  Well there is 

nothing quickie about touring Yosemite on a summer weekend.  To say it was crowded is an understatement.  

There was no driving into the Mariposa  Grove to see the giant redwoods and we could not even park within 

reasonable walking distance of the buses that took people into the Grove.  So we missed that.  It had been a 

fairly wet winter so we did see several of the waterfalls in their glory and viewed other scenic spots.  That 

evening we had dinner in the Ahwahnee Hotel and returned to our lodging just before sunset. 

Sunday morning the Joneses left our group as pre-planned and went touring in additional western locations.  

They did not have an interest in the EFV8 Grand National Meet at Tahoe.  The rest of us took off for Tahoe.  

Part way there Templets split off to go visit their son and family and Mayeauxs went with them.  Froehlilchs 

again went off alone to drive to Tahoe.  We checked into the hotel and met up with some of the touring group 

from the east coast.  We also contacted Peggy and Roy Strom from Oklahoma, former Bayou State members, 

and had dinner with them. 

As of this point we have driven 3300 miles in 11 days, all four wheels on the ground all of the time with no 

mechanical problems.  Well that is enough of this long story for one sitting.  I will plan on finishing the story, 

including Tahoe and the trip home, in the next issue of this newsletter. 

 

2013TahoeTripPart2 

BAYOU STATE EFV8 TOUR TO LAKE TAHOE  

PART TWO: TAHOE, YELLOWSTONE ETC AND HOME 

Charlie Froehlich (Using Ardie’s notes taken during the trip.) 

Now we are in South Lake Tahoe, Nevada, about two hundred feet from the California state line, to attend the 

Early Ford V8 Grand National Meet.  The host hotels are beautiful and we will be staying here five nights, 

quite a welcome change from the previous eleven nights on the road with a different motel most nights.   
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The V8 Times has many good reports and numerous photos of the Meet so I will not get into specifics about 

that but will discuss our participation in the Meet. 

On Monday, June 17 we spent most of the day getting our hotel room set up and cleaning the car – lots of 

cleaning after the 3,300 mile trip.  That evening we enjoyed the welcome party with food and entertainment 

and had our first meeting with the Grand Tour group that we would be traveling with on the road home.  

Tuesday was a general day looking at cars, visiting the flea market, meeting friends, doing laundry etc. getting 

ready for concourse day. 

Wednesday was the concourse and it was a great collection of 1932 through 1953 Ford, Mercury and Lincoln 

products.  In our registration materials received before leaving home they had suggested bringing car covers.  

We wondered about that but we found out why.  The area was under a heavy pollen attack.  Even those who 

had covers could not keep their cars clean.  But the judges were to ignore pollen and the show went on. 

Thursday we participated in the National Meet’s Grand Driving Tour.  And it was Grand.  We drove along the 

east side of Lake Tahoe with many scenic overlooks, skirted the edge of Reno and made stops at Virginia City 

and Silver City.  We drove through Carson City and Ardie and I made an unscheduled stop at the Nevada State 

Capitol Building.  Capitol buildings are a hobby of ours when traveling.  We then continued onto Genoa for a 

bar-b-que lunch in a nice park before returning to Tahoe.  It was a very nice tour on a nice day.  The day 

concluded with the awards banquet.  In the first paragraph I said no specifics but here are a few that I have 

heard: 910 people at the banquet, 122 awards, 632 registrations for the Meet and 324 cars on the concourse 

field.  Bayou State results:  Touring A – First Place for Roy Templet’s 1940 DeLuxe four door sedan and 

1939/48 Mercury Open – Dearborn Plaque for Roy Strom’s 1939 convertible. 

Friday morning June 21 we packed up and headed out.  We were loosely traveling with the Grand Tour group 

that had left Gettysburg for Tahoe the same day that we left Mississippi/Louisiana for Tahoe.  I say “loosely” 

because while we traveled the same general route and spent the nights at the same places we traveled in small 

groups, not one big caravan.  We usually had dinner together at night.  Our eastward route from Tahoe was US 

Highway 50.  Once the highway passes Carson City it becomes known as “The Loneliest Road in America” 

and that is a fairly good description.  The road is straight and flat crossing the desert in segments of about 100 

miles.  Then you encounter a mountain range and a community.  Repeat that sequence again.  It was actually a 

quite scenic road. We always bought gasoline when available just in case.  Our first night out of Reno was at 

Eureka, Nevada.  The next day we continued east on Highway 50 to Ely where we then turned north on US 

Highway 93, an even lonelier road.  Just out of Ely there was a sign that said “next gas 124 miles”.  Actually it 

should have said “next anything”.  There was absolutely nothing alongside that road until we reached West 

Wendover, NV.  Here the group gathered, had lunch and visited an old WWII Air Base.  Then it was into Utah 

to visit the Salt Flats.  We had 13 V8s lined up for a photo on the salt.  We left the Salt Flats and drove 

Interstate Highway 80 to Salt Lake City where we spent the night.  We were also joined by Willie Templet’s 

sister, Nancy, at SLC and she stayed with us through the rest of the trip.  

On Sunday morning June 23 Ardie and I again left the group.  This time to visit a friend that I had worked with 

some years ago.  We left Salt Lake City ahead of the others, drove up the Interstate to Brigham City and then 

headed out northeasterly on US Highway 89.  This was another amazingly beautiful road that I had not 

previously traveled.  We followed US 89 all the way to Grove, Wyoming where the friend’s summer camp was 

located.  While visiting we could see other members of our tour group passing on the nearby highway.  

Leaving the visit it was just a few miles north to Alpine, WY where we met up with the group and spent the 

night. 
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Monday morning we took off headed for Yellowstone National Park.  But Ardie and I  had previously been 

there but had never been in the area of Jackson, WY and Grand Teton National Park so we spent most of the 

day there.   In the park we picked up a picnic lunch and found a bench on a lake where we could view the snow 

capped peaks and watch the mini-waterfalls as the snow melt trickled down the mountains.  Eventually we had 

to take off for West  

Yellowstone, Montana to meet up with the tour group at our motel.  About the time we got there it started to rain for 

only the second time on our trip.  Tuesday was a full day of touring Yellowstone Park as we were staying two nights 

at West Yellowstone.  Our Bayou State group toured together taking in the various falls, canyons, geyser fields, etc.  

Obviously there is far more to see than can be done in one day but we gave it a good shot.   

Wednesday morning June 26 the Grand Tour group again took off in small groups headed east.  We all met up 

at Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody, took a nice tour of the museum and ate lunch at the Irma Hotel.  

Then it was onto Worland, WY to spend the night.  The next day we headed for The Black Hills and made an 

optional stop at Devil’s Tower National Monument in north east WY.  Devil’s Tower is a magna intrusion that 

has become visible since the erosion of the surrounding sedimentary rock.  It is 867 feet high with a diameter 

at the base of 1,000 feet.  Another impressive natural feature of the great west.  From the Tower we continued 

into Custer, South Dakota to spend the night at another quaint motel of bygone days.  That evening we again 

dined with the entire tour group and then played a “know your fellow tourist game” with questions regarding 

the tour participants.  At this meal we said goodbye to some of the Grand Tour group members who were 

going elsewhere. 

Friday was our day to tour The Black Hills.  Everyone did their own thing but primarily we did the following: 

Custer’s State Park, Sylvan Lake, The Needles Highway and Mount Rushmore.  Our overnight stop was at 

Wall, SD.  We again had dinner as a group and then went shopping at the famous Wall Drug Store.  The Drug 

Store became famous for providing free ice water for thirsty travelers back in the 1930s.  Now Wall Drug 

covers several city blocks and sells virtually anything you might need or want.  The next morning we hit the 

road eastward again and drove through the SD Badlands and stopped at a Minute Man Missle site.  We 

continued on to Murdo for lunch and a visit to the Murdo Car Museum.  We then hit the Interstate and went to 

Mitchell, SD which was the last night for the Bayou State group to travel with the Grand Tour group.  Roy had 

made arrangements for a birthday cake and ice cream for his bride Willie.  With the consent of the hotel our 

complete group ordered pizza and then had the birthday party.  Totally by coincidence it was also the 45th 

anniversary of one of our touring group Char and Jim McDaniel from Virginia so we had a double celebration. 

It is now Sunday morning June 30th and it is the date that Bayou State group would depart the Grand Tour, but first 

we will visit the Mitchell Corn Palace.  The Palace is a large building used for basketball, conventions, etc. that is 

entirely covered on the outside with ears of colorful corn.  Each year the corn is changed out and a different design 

is installed.  After a quickie tour there we said our final goodbyes to the folks who were headed further east and we 

took off for our trip south and home.  We spent the night at St. Joseph, MO and the next night at Little Rock, AR.  

We arrived home on Tuesday afternoon, July 2nd.  We were 28 days and 7,000 miles on the road.  The only reported 

mechanical problems were that Roy had a coil “explode” on his ’40 while driving at Tahoe, Charlie had one tire fail 

in Arkansas and also drove home with a rough running engine the last few hundred miles.  That engine problem 

turned out to be a valve guide failure.  Sure glad that did not happen several thousand miles earlier.  

Everything about this trip went really well.  We saw many interesting places in the western half of our great 

country.  We met many nice people.  We enjoyed the Grand National EFV8 Meet in Tahoe and really had a 

good time with the well planned Grand Tour on the way home.  We discussed it the last night out and all 

concurred that they would happily do it again.  We shall see!  
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 43rd EVANGELINE ANNUAL TOUR 

JUNE 6th, 7th, & 8th, 2014 

 HEADQUARTERS – Drury Inn in Lafayette – 120 Alcide Domingue Dr, Lafayette, LA 70506 From I-10 take Exit 101 & 

go South on University Avenue and turn right onto Alcide Domingue Drive. For reservations call 337 262-0202 or 

1800-325- 0720 or online www.druryhotels.com use code #2198497 or tell them you are with Antique Auto Club.  

The room rate is $100.78 per night and this includes tax. The deadline to get this rate is May 6, 2014. (cancellation 

policy 6PM day of arrival) Check in time is 3Pm and rooms may not be ready before the early bird tour. Each room 

has a hair dryer, coffeepot and iron & ironing board. The hotel has a complimentary hot breakfast for all hotel 

guests. There is security for our cars. 

REGISTRATION: Please register using the form below. A registration table will be set up on the 5th floor of the 

hotel. A light lunch will be provided by the Evangeline Chapter members also on the 5th floor in our hospitality 

room. EARLY BIRD TOUR: Friday afternoon we will depart the hotel at 1pm to tour the USGS National Wetland 

Research Center. 

FRIDAY EVENING MEAL:  Our meal will be provided by the hotel and you can dine at your convenience between 

5:30PM & 7PM. Your meal will consist of Italian Meatballs, Penne Pasta and Marinara sauce, Broccoli cheddar 

soup, hotdogs, garden salad, baked potatoes, chip and salsa, nacho cheese, carrots and celery, popcorn, pretzels 

and potato chips. NOTE: You may want to fill up your cars on Friday afternoon.  We will be doing a lot of driving on 

our Saturday drive. 

SATURDAY MORNING: We will depart the motel at approximately 8:30Am for a drive to Grand Coteau, LA. We will 

visit the St Charles Borromeo historic Catholic Church then visit the miracle shrine dedicated to St. John Berchman 

at the Historic Sacred Heart Academy. We will then drive to Scott, La for lunch at CandyLand Cottage. Lunch will be 

either Sausage or Turkey Poboy. You will have time to shop their extensive inventory of candy and fudges.  We will 

then drive to visit the private museum of Ronnie & Dolores Semar consisting of an extensive collection of ceramic 

dolls, vintage automobiles, BB gun collection, reproduction period correct gas station, 50’s lunch counter etc., a 

must see. SATURDAY NIGHT - HOSPITALITY AND AWARDS BANQUET: (Lafayette Reception Hall) Cocktail hour – 

Cash Bar 6PM to 7PM.  Banquet and a buffet style meal will be from 7PM to 9PM.  . 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ DETATCH AND RETURN BY MAY 6, 2014~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ To Ron 

Sonnier, 102 Ann Street, Rayne, LA 70578 Phone 337-334-5683 Make checks payable to:  Evangeline Chapter AACA 

Name_______________________________________ Other Adult______________________________________                                                                        

Address _____________________________________ Child Names & Ages ______________________________                                                                                                                                               

Driver @ $60.00  Other Adults @ $55.00 _____ Children under 12 @ $25.00_____  Total $________ 

Chapter/Club Affiliation_________________________ CAR  - Year/Make/Model__________________________ 

Insurance Company Name________________ Will you be staying at the Drury Motel? YES  or   NO (circle one) 

If no, will you have Dinner there Friday night? YES or NO (circle one) Saturday lunch choice for Driver __________ 

and Passenger (s)  ________________________________ 
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AACA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

February 2014 

6-8   AACA Annual Meeting • Philadelphia, PA 

20-22   AACA Winter Meet • Port St. Lucie, Florida. • hosted by Treasure Coast Region 

April 2014 

3 –5   AACA Southeastern Spring Meet • Charlotte, N.C. • hosted by Hornets Nest Region 

May 2014 

8 –10   AACA Special Central Spring Meet • Auburn, IN 

14 –16   AACA Eastern Tour • Northern Virginia • hosted by Northern Neck Region 

29-31   AACA Eastern Spring Meet • Buffalo/Amherst, N.Y. • hosted by Lake Erie Region 

June 2014 

12-14   AACA Grand National/Southeastern Fall Dual Meets • Lebanon, TN • hosted by Middle 

Tennessee Region 

13-15    The Elegance at Hershey -  http://www.theeleganceathershey.com 

15-21   AACA Reliability Tour • Lancaster, PA • hosted by Hershey Region 

26-28   AACA Central Spring Meet • Lincoln, Nebraska • hosted by Nebraska Region 

July 2014 

31- Aug 2   AACA Central Fall Meet • Concordia University, WI • hosted by Wisconsin Region 

August 2014 

14-16   AACA Central Tour • Texas Panhandle • hosted by Amarillo Region 

September 2014 

8-12   AACA Sentimental Tour (1928-1958) • Maine, New Hampshire, Mass. • hosted by Granite Region 

18-20   AACA Western Fall Meet • Big Sky, Montana 

21-26   AACA Revival Glidden Tour (Pre-1943 vehicles) • Defiance, OH • hosted by VMCCA  

October 2014 

8-11   AACA Eastern Fall Meet • Hershey, Pennsylvania • hosted by Hershey Region 

20-24   AACA Founders Tour (post 1931 vehicles) • New Jersey • hosted by Buzzard's Breath Region 

         

http://www.theeleganceathershey.com/
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“THANK YOU” to all who serve and have served.  

May God Bless you all! 

 

The Antique Automobile Club (AACA) and the Louisiana Region is dedicated to the 

Preservation and Restoration of Antique Automobiles. 

 

Louisiana Region 

“The Duster” 

Vita Dauterive – Editor 

vitamarano@yahoo.com 

516 Perrin Drive   

Arabi, La 70032   

504-427-3031                                         

 

 For Sale 

1930 Model A - Black $10,000.00                1923 Model T -  Black  $6,000.00 

1929 Model A Coupe Brun. $24,000.00      1927 Model T Sedan  $4,800.00 

Contact: Sharon Faulk 1-337-540-8646 

mailto:vitamarano@yahoo.com

