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Presidents’ Message

 After helping my wife Sharie with the Louisiana Region roster, I noticed we have several new members. First 
I would like to say welcome.   Also, here is a good way to meet new people. Attend a tour and as Sharie and I 
like to say, mix and mingle. It works for us and you will have a good time making new friends. 

  Just a reminder: The Louisiana Tour is May 3, 4, 5 in Houma, La. hosted by the Lagniappe Chapter.  Saturday 
night, we will have a Board of Director’s meeting. Chapter presidents that cannot attend, please send a written proxy 
letter with whomever you want to represent your club. The proxy letter is necessary for that person to vote at the 
meeting. If anyone needs a copy of a proxy letter, please contact me.

 Following the Louisiana Tour is the 25th Annual Founder’s Tour May 5-10, 2013 to be held in Madison, Alabama.  
This is a fairly close drive if you have never attended a National tour before.

 Also, the Evangeline Chapter Tour is on May 24-26, 2013 to be held in Abbeville, LA.  So as you can see, a 
lot of activities are planned for the month of May, and that’s not including your individual club chapter’s 

activities.  Hope to see you at the Louisiana Tour.         Keep on cruising,  Johnny Waguespack
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National:For a complete listing and details see the calendar of events at www.AACA.com

Southeastern Spring Meet April 4-7 Charlotte, North Carolina

Founders tour May 5 – 10 Madison, Alabama

Central Spring Meet May 9-11 Auburn, Indiana*

Western Tour June 12-14 Colorado Springs, Colorado*

Regional:
*Apr 5-7  Contraband 37th Annual Spring Tour - Kinder, LA

*May 5-10  Founders Tour - Madison, AL

*May 24-26  Evangeline Chapter’s Annual Tour - Abbeville, LA

*Sept 27-29  Baton Rouge Chapter Fall Tour – TBA

*Oct. 5th St. Bernard Car Show - Chalmette, LA

*Nov 1-3  Slidell Antique Car Club’s Annual Tour - Bay St. Louis, MS 

*Nov. 3rd Lagniappe Annual Fall Fun Day- Houma, LA

* Dec. 2nd Annual Christmas Party /Membership meeting
* = Points Earning Events. What is a “Points Earning Event”? 

Each Chapter in the Louisiana Region must sponsor at least one “Points Earning Event” during the year. 
It can be a one day or several days event. We have family days, car shows, driving tours, sightseeing 
tours, or a combination of all four. In order to encourage participation in these events the Region gives 
out attendance awards at the General membership Meeting/ Christmas Lunch. Perfect attendance is not 
uncommon.

Contact the Region Editor with any E-mail, Phone, Address CHANGES or NEW information. E-
mail your stories and other bits of information to the region editor. Make us laugh, cry, 
reflect, or learn something new. Remember to submit your information via e-mail if possible. 
This saves having to retype your information. Even if your article was published in your local 
newsletter. Thanks, Vita Dauterive 516 Perrin Drive Arabi, LA 70032 504-427-3031. 
vitamarano@yahoo.com

For Sale- Wallace McKenzie 225-439-8401 (B.R., LA) 1966 VOLVO P-1800 S. Red (some fading 
on top). Black leather interior. Looks good. Drives well. Extra parts. $6250. 
1979 Chrysler New Yorker 4 door. Only 22K miles. Good A/C. Needs heater core. 304 engine. $5250.

1967 Mustang Hubcaps 4 Spinner Type. 1967 Mustang Hubcaps 2 Standard Type. All like new. 
Contact former member Chuck Mueller phone 361-564-2068 cell 361-649-6324. (Vitoria, TX)

http://www.AACA.com/
mailto:vitamarano@yahoo.com


A tribute to Richard “Dick” Gibbens

Last Saturday, several of us from Lagniappe and Wanderers went to the “Dick Gibbens Yard Sale.”  Following 
Dick’s passing, his family worked hard to sort, organize and assemble about 50 years of collected and 
refurbished automobiles, boats and vintage engines.  The green Model T Ford was for sale, but the family will 
retain the ’23 McLaughlin Buick.  There were a few pieces of equipment like presses, compressors, tanks and 
sand blasters, but most of the sale was related to the turn-of-the-century “put-put” engines familiar to fishermen 
and factory workers a hundred years ago.

As I thought about the event, I realized what a tribute this was to Dick.  Dozens of friends rummaging through 
this vast collection of stuff.  Some of us had direct connections to machines, engines or equipment there.  It was 
just a few months ago that Dick and I used his old press to remove and replace some universal joints for my 
Studebaker.  Many of his wooden boat or vintage engine friends were there with friendships that went back 
decades; even from childhood.  Every visit to Dick included at least one story of his growing up or adventures.  
Now here we were, standing around telling stories about Dick and what a great guy he was.  What a nice tribute 
that was.

Dick was one of my favorite story tellers.  Dick and Brenda’s home is about a mile from mine - just the right 
distance and toward an open highway ideally suited to testing my latest car repair.  I’d stop in and chat with 
Dick.  Brenda usually had lemonade or tea and Dick always had a story - mostly about growing up on a farm, 
but sometimes about his military years in Germany, things mechanical or his career as a helicopter mechanic.  
In his retirement he focused on repairing and collecting turn-of-the-century boats and gasoline engines, but he 
could fix anything.  He was a gifted machinist, woodworker, builder, mechanic… and storyteller.  He was a 
man you immediately felt comfortable with.  Unfortunately, he developed Parkinson’s disease and it 
increasingly affected his productivity.  Nevertheless, he plodded and shuffled on, staying productive until a final 
Parkinson’s related fall took his life.  His death was peaceful and work related, probably as he would have 
preferred.  Dick had charisma – quiet and gentle, kind and generous, he always had time to help a friend or loan 
a tool.  A story usually went with it.

Dick and friends were the prime movers and contributors to Center for Traditional Louisiana Boat Building 
at Lockport in central Lafourche Parish.  He spent many hours there in meetings, collecting boats and 
equipment and assembling displays.  It was he who built the rounded “Pilot House” desk that sets off the entry 
to the museum.

Dick and Brenda were members of Lagniappe Chapter for many years.  Both were active, energetic contributors 
serving in various roles, never hesitating to raise a hand when something needed to be done.  Good people.  
Good role models.

Fred Duplechin, President
Lagniappe Chapter, Louisiana Region, AACA

The Antique Automobile Club (AACA) and the Louisiana Region is dedicated to the Preservation and 
Restoration of Antique Automobiles



 





31st ANNUAL FALL TOUR

BATON ROUGE CHAPTER AACA

  September 27–29, 2013

HEADQUARTERS:  Best Western Plus Richmond Inn & Suites, 2683 Energy Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808.  Located right off Interstate-10 at 
College Drive.  The hotel offers guest rooms and spacious suites complete with full kitchens and sofa sleepers.  Complimentary wi-fi, cable TV,  
HBO, pool, 24-hour Fitness Center.  Complimentary Southern-Style full hot buffet breakfast and late afternoon hors d'oeurves in the bar.  Special  
AACA rates are $84.00 for Executive King or Standard Double, $90.00 for King Suite, $94.00 for 2 Queen Suite, some with 2 baths, and $104.00 for 
Presidential Suite.  After the September 14, 2013, cut-off date, these rates will be honored based on availability.  For reservations call (225) 924-
6500.

Directions to hotel:  Exit I-10 onto College Drive (Exit 158) and go north to Corporate Blvd (if you're coming from the East, turn right for 0.1 
mile, or coming from the West, turn left for 0.2 mile).  Turn right onto Corporate Blvd.  Go 1/3 mile and turn right onto Energy Drive (at the 
traffic light), then 400 feet to the hotel on the left.  View hotel at www.bestwestern.com.

FRIDAY, SEPT 27:  Registration from 10am to 1pm.  Lunch will be served at the hotel.

FRIDAY TOUR:  Depart the hotel at 1pm to travel to Baton Rouge's only brewery, Tin Roof Brewery.  The brewmaster will guide us through the 
brewing and canning process.  We have purchased a souvenir glass for you.  Tin Roof will offer free samples of their ales.  After a tour of the  
brewery, you will have time to visit our local casinos, go shopping, tour the downtown area or return to the hotel for relaxation, camaraderie and hors  
d'oeurves from 5pm to 7pm. 

FRIDAY NIGHT HOSPITALITY:  We will leave the hotel at 5:45pm to go next door to On the Border Mexican Grill and Cantina.  We will have 
a Mexican Fun Fiesta with cash bar starting at 6pm.  Dinner will be served at 7pm followed by Latino music.  Dress in costume if so inclined.

SATURDAY, SEPT 28:  Complimentary hot breakfast at the hotel for hotel guests ($12.00 for non-hotel guests). Depart hotel at 9am to travel to the 
Historic Louisiana Old State Capitol for a full tour of this beautiful building.  We will also see the one-of-a-kind theatrical presentation, The Ghost 
of the Castle, as told by the ghost of Sarah Morgan, a Civil War-era figure who loved the castle and wrote passionately about it in her book,  A 
Confederate Girl's Diary.  Every surface of the room will come to life!  After viewing the Political History exhibit, the Huey Long exhibit rooms, 
the Battle of Baton Rouge and the History of Baton Rouge exhibits, we can spend a little time at the gift shop, followed by lunch in the Senate 
Chamber of the Capitol.  Weather permitting, you can go outside to Baton Rouge's new Town Square and enjoy your lunch there.

After lunch we will go across the street to the  Shaw Center to visit the  LSU Museum of Art.  The special exhibits on view during our visit, in 
addition to the works displayed in their permanent collection, will be:  Everything I see is New and Strange by  Walter Anderson as well as an 
installation of work by Leslie Dill.  We will be treated to a private tour of a collection of toy antique cars from the 1920's through the 1960's.  After  
touring these two fantastic venues, you will have free time to enjoy all Baton Rouge has to offer.  Hors d'oeuvres will be served in the bar at the hotel  
again from 5pm to 7pm.

SATURDAY BANQUET:  Depart the hotel at 5:30pm to  Ralph & Kacoos Seafood Restaurant for dinner.  Cash bar at 6pm, dinner at 6:45pm, 
followed by award presentations and raffle drawings.  Dinner choices will be Crawfish Special, Stuffed Shrimp, Fish & Shrimp Combo or Chicken  
Lafitte, with bread pudding or strawberry cheesecake for dessert.  Our guest speaker will be Tom Aswell, author of Louisiana Rocks.

SUNDAY, SEPT 30:  Complimentary hot breakfast for hotel guests.  Depart for your hometown with better knowledge of the beer brewing process, 
appreciation of the grandeur and beauty of the Old State Capitol Building and its fascinating history, the unique glass-clad Shaw center, not to 
mention fond memories of "passing a good time" with wonderful friends.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Detach and mail by September 17, 2013. Make checks payable to BRAACA. Mail registration and payment to:  Vivian 
Crawford, 11968 Morganfield Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70818 Phone (225) 261-1556 Email gvcrawford@bellsouth.net

Name of Driver                                                                                                                                                                                                           $70

Passengers                                                                                                                                                                                           @ $65 each                    

Address                                                                                                                                                                               Total                                          

City                                                                                      State        Zip                        Phone Number                                                           

Email                                                                                                                                                 Cell Number                                                                                

Year                            Make                                                           Model of car                                                                                                                  

AACA Chapter                                           Name of Insurance Co.                                                                                                                 

mailto:gvcrawford@bellsouth.net
http://www.louisianarockstomaswell.com/author.html
http://www.ralphandkacoos.com/locations/batonrouge
http://www.lesleydill.net/
http://walterandersonmuseum.org/
http://www.lsumoa.org/
http://www.shawcenter.org/
http://townsquarebr.org/
http://www.louisianaoldstatecapitol.org/
http://ontheborder.com/
http://www.tinroofbeer.com/
http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/US/LA/Baton-Rouge-hotels/BEST-WESTERN-PLUS-Richmond-Inn---Suites-Baton-Rouge/Hotel-Overview.do?propertyCode=19068


42nd Annual Evangeline Chapter Tour

May 24, 25 and 26, 2013

 HEADQUARTERS:     Best Western Abbeville Inn and Suites.  3515 Veterans 
Memorial Drive, Abbeville Louisiana.  For reservations call (337) 740-4100 and let them know you are with the Antique Auto 
Club of America to get the rate of $89.00 + tax per night.  Rooms are either King or Double Queen for the same price.  The 
hotel will provide a full hot breakfast for all registered guests each morning.  You must register by May 3, 2013 to get this rate.

REGISTRATION:  You must pre-register using the form below. A registration table will be set up in the Hospitality Room in 
the hotel from 11 am to 1 pm and 4 pm to 6 pm.  Please pick up your information packet        

 there. If you must cancel we will give a full refund.

IF YOU CAN NOT HAVE SEASONING OR SOME OTHER PREFERENCE FOR YOUR MEALS, PLEASE STATE SO ON 
THE FORM BELOW.

FRIDAY EARLY TOUR:    We will depart the hotel at 1PM for downtown Abbeville where we will visit several museums. 
The Sam Guarino Blacksmith Shop Museum will be open from 1-3PM only. The other museums (Abbeville Cultural & 
Historical Museum & Art Gallery, and the Depot at Magdalen Place will be open all afternoon.

FRIDAY HOSPITALITY:    Dinner will be a Pizza Party around the hotel pool. Bring your lawn chairs and swim suits. Be 
prepared to have fun.

SATURDAY TOUR:     We will depart the hotel around 9AM.   Due to a lack of space, half of our group will be going to 
Vivian Alexander’s Gallery and Museum and half will be going to the Mary Magdalen Church and Cemetery.  Then we will 
swap out.  Everyone will be able to view all of the venues.  Lunch will be at Magdalen Square. We will depart at 1PM for the 
Crystal Rice Museum.

SATURDAY NIGHT MEAL:    We will be having our Saturday night meal and award ceremony at the Abbeville Country 
Club. The meal will be buffet style.

**********************************Detach and Return by May 10, 2013***************************************

To: Bobbie Thibodeaux, 105 Berrybrook Drive, Broussard, La. 70518    Phone (337)837-1355

Make Check payable to: Evangeline Chapter AACA by May 10, 2013

NAME _______________________________________ OTHER ADULT__________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________

CHILDREN’S NAME AND AGES__________________________________________________________________

CAR AND DRIVER  @ $60.00  ____________________________________________________________________

OTHER ADULT  @$55.00  CAR- YEAR /MAKE/MODEL______________________________________________

CHILDREN UNDER 12 @ 25.00  ___________________________________________________________________

INSURANCE CO. __________________________________    CLUB AFFILIATION_________________________                

Saturday lunch (choice of Ham, Turkey, Roast Beef Sandwich) Driver_____________ Passenger_________________



May 3, 4, 5  2013

Host Site:  Quality Hotel, 201 South Hollywood Road, Houma, LA 70360. Room rates are $70 plus tax per night. You must make your reservations  
before April 25 to receive this rate.  For reservations please call (985) 868-5851 and mention Lagniappe Car Club.

Friday:  Registration from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM at Quality Hotel.

Friday Early Bird Tour:  Farms of the Future.  Local grower and the County Agent show you how hydroponic farming works.  Get your questions  
answered and take home some “local products.”   Second stop is a Safari Animal exhibit.  This is an incredible collection of hunting trophies from  
around the world – from the woman’s perspective!   After touring, we’ll stop by “The Green Store” to browse antiques and history.  We’ll return to  
hotel about 4pm so that you can relax and freshen up before the Welcome Night meal.

Friday Welcome Night:  Woody’s Restaurant at Quality Hotel will host starting at 6:00 PM with the opening of the cash bar.  The dinner will include  
a served meal of salad, baked fish or chicken, and dessert (select below).  Terrebonne Parish President Michel Claudet will welcome you.

Saturday Morning:  Hotel guests get a very nice hot and filling complimentary breakfast buffet starting at 6:00 AM at the pool.

Saturday Registration and Tour:  Registration 7-8:30 am.  Explore Terrebonne Parish’s Oil and Gas Industry.  The morning tour will feature the T. 
Baker  Smith  company,  celebrating  100 years  serving  Terrebonne.   Learn  about  surveying,  map making,  civil  engineering  and the  incredible  
equipment that makes it possible.  Lunch at the Jolly Inn.  The afternoon tour will showcase the Acadian Wetlands Cultural Center in Thibodaux 
(http://www.nps.gov/jela/wetlands-acadian-cultural-center.htm).   Several  options  are  available – guided tour of  the museum, art  gallery  and 
exhibits, films, a walking tour of historic Thibodaux or “just feeding the ducks” on the bayouside.  We’ll return about 4pm for “Show and Shine.”  
Louisiana Region Executive Board meeting at 5pm.

Saturday Banquet: The Cash Bar opens at 6:00 PM.  The dinner begins at 7:00 PM.  Choose entrées below.  “Doc Duplechin” will get you laughing  
and the awards ceremony will follow.  We will announce Raffle and 50/50 prize winners and trophies. 

Sunday Morning:  Hotel guests can enjoy a very nice hot and filling breakfast buffet starting at 6:00 AM by the pool.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration Deadline: April 25  – Mail to Larry Frederick,  Lagniappe Car Club, 180 Sugarwood Blvd, Houma, LA 70360

   1  Driver at $65, ____ Adult Guests at $60, _____ Children at $50  =  Total $ _____

Friday Banquet Choice (indicate number of each)         Fried Catfish Filets   OR     _____Bourbon Pecan Chicken
Saturday noon choice (indicate number of each)          Chicken/Sausage Gumbo OR   _____ Seafood Gumbo
Saturday Banquet Choice (indicate number of each) ______Baked Fish w/ Cream Sauce  OR   _____Hawaiian Baked Ham

Name of Driver____________________________________________________________________________________________

Passengers over 12 yrs old ___________________________________________________________________________________

Children under 12__________________________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________Email__________________________________________

City__________________________ State ______ Zip Code__________ Phone number__________________________________

Car Insurance by________________________ AACA Chapter_______________________________Non-Member___________

Year of Car______________________ Make & Model____________________________________________________________

Questions?  Call Tour Coordinator Gary Labat (985)226-4844  or Fred Duplechin (985) 803-0672 (fduplechin@gmail.com)

 

http://www.nps.gov/jela/wetlands-acadian-cultural-center.htm


Grease Monkey Girl

    It was a Tuesday afternoon in April of 1988. I was driving my '73 Chevelle home from work. As I crossed over 
some railroad tracks the car killed. I tried to restart it but it would just spin real fast. I coasted as far as possible 
then found a pay phone (before the cell phone craze) to call my brother to pull me the rest of the way home. We 
managed to get her off of the street and into the grass to loiter until Friday after work when I would have time to 
investigate.

    I was no virgin to automotive work thanks to my mom. She taught me all of the basics for maintaining a vehicle. 
She wanted my brother and I to be able to take care of our regular maintenance ourselves. Thanks to my 
fascination with muscle cars (eagerness to learn) and my third boyfriend (who helped me build my first car but 
that's a whole other story) for teaching me the rest. 

    I always buy a manual for every vehicle I own. They come in handy, especially at a time like this. I had until 
Sunday night to troubleshoot and fix her so she could take me to work on Monday. It was Friday evening and I 
decided there was no time like the present to get started. After a little reading in the manual then a quick call to 
mom's mechanic for confirmation. I figured out it was either the timing chain or the timing gear was shot. I began 
taking her apart one piece at a time. Belts, fan, alternator, then loosened the air conditioning compressor and slid 
it out of the way. Next, off with the water pump then timing chain cover and wala...there it was, the timing chain 
and gear! That wasn't so hard but it was getting too dark to see so I put all of the parts in the trunk for the night.

    Saturday morning was bright, clear, and beautiful. I raised her hood, climbed on to the radiator for a seat to 
ponder my first move. My friend Bobby stopped by to see what I was doing sitting there. I explained the situation 
and he offered to help. He finished the job by removing the chain and the lower gear. Off to the parts store we 
went in search of the correct replacement part. The man behind the counter was very nice and explained to Bobby 
(basically ignoring me!) how to install the chain. Bobby tried to follow the mans instructions but could not get the 
chain and the gear to fit. He claimed it must not be the right part and promptly took it back to the parts store 
asking for a different one. I waited at home for him to get back then watched as he tried to put the second one on 
without any success. I remembered what the man said to do for the first one and talked Bobby into going back to 
the store and getting me the original chain because I wanted to try something. He did. I told him how much I really 
appreciated his help but would take it from here. (It was already Saturday evening by now and I was running out of 
time as I looked at all of the parts on paper bags with the cups of nuts and bolts for each item I had removed. I 
put the chain on the gear and slid the gear partially in while turning it slightly until it slid right into place. It was 
time to call it quits until morning so I put the timing cover on and closed the hood until morning.    

Why did it seem to take less time to take it apart then it did to put it all back together? Three and half hours tear 
down compared to six hours reconstructing it! Everything was together and ready for a test start. I get in the car, 
hold my breath, then turn the key. Wow, purring like a kitten again! I was so happy that I accomplished what I set 
out to do. Mom said she couldn't be prouder and that made me feel awesome.

Submitted by Vita Dauterive  (February 2013- Nuts & Bolts Article)



                                                                                

         

“THANK YOU” to all who serve and have served. May God Bless you all!

Louisiana Region
“The Duster”
Vita Dauterive – Editor

516 Perrin Drive

Arabi, LA 70032

(504) 427-3031                                           


