
Page 1 of 9 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

    MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT       

  2013 is coming to an end.  The first point earning activity for 2014, which is the annual Christmas party 

and Board meeting at Drusilla’s in Baton Rouge on December 1
st
 2013 has passed. We had about 60 

members attend. The food was great and everyone had good time.   

Looking back on 2013, there were  a lot of fun events that were put on by our chapters in the Louisiana 

Region. Next year’s events are being planned and from what was reported by the chapters at the 

general membership meeting, it sounds like we are all in for a fun time in 2014 also!  

My wife Sharie and I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season, and we look 

forward to seeing you at an event next year.                      
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                                                              Keep on cruising, 

                                               Johnny Waguespack             



Page 3 of 9 

              

BOARD MEETING AACA LA REGION 12/1/13 

Meeting called to order. 

Said pledge led by Johnny Waguespack. 

Bobbie Thibodeaux made a motion to accept minutes of last meeting as printed in the Duster of May, 

2013.  Ricky Ragan second motion. 

Secretary gave Treasurer’s report.   

Bobbie Thibodeaux  made a motion to accept treasurer’s report as read.  Judy McClaran second. 

Gary Labat gave legislative report.  Nothing too much to report.  Still no texting and driving.  Including 

dialing numbers could get you a ticket.  No one under 17 to text and drive. 

Fred Duplechin gave Archivist report.  Encouraged chapters to send in club activity photos to put on 

AACA LA Region website.   

Representatives of chapters discussed upcoming activities for 2014.  No representative/proxy for 

Contraband or Slidell present.  Letter from Buddy Adams, president of Slidell chapter entered as 

correspondence and discussion of Article 10 Section 1 in the by-laws.  Johnny to notify Buddy Adams 

and strongly encourage Slidell chapter to add point earning activity for 2014 and 2015 to one of their 

one day monthly outings or hold a one day mini-tour and invite everyone. 

Old Business:   

Charlie Matthews asked that the history of past officers and LA tour sponsors be updated every year in 

the Officers Manual for region.  Also, notify Fred Duplechin to post on AACA website. 

New Business: 

National Fall Meet November of 2015 will be hosted by the Lagniappe Chapter.  All chapters are 

encouraged to attend and show cars.  Lagniappe Chapter is asking for all chapters participation in 

helping with planning this big event. 

Marty Roth, National Director and V.P. of membership encouraged chapters to send their monthly 

newsletters to National AACA for publication.  It could win an award.  Also, National AACA has new 

membership brochures.  Encouraged chapters to write and ask for brochures to hand out to potential  

new members. 

Bobbie Thibodeaux made a motion to close the meeting.  Ricky Ragan second motion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharie Waguespack - Secretary/Treasurer 
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The Most Important  

Person in AACA  

By Tom Cox  

AACA President  

Having first joined AACA at thirteen, I have 

worked in a lot of capacities within my own 

Regions, and have experienced a lot of great 

events through the hard work of many others. As 

we know, any organization is only as good as the 

sum of its parts. In AACA those parts are people 

who volunteer their time, effort, and personal 

resources for the enjoyment of others, and I 

suspect for a bit of self satisfaction,… but who 

amongst them is the most important to our club?  

We love our shows and tours in AACA whether 

they are local or national. All of these events 

require a lot of dedication and planning. Planning 

routes to drive as well as the all important places 

to eat and sleep are both important and time con-

suming. Those who plan them have of-ten been 

through the entire experience several times 

before the rest of us ever arrive. The shows 

require trailer parking, judges, a nice show field, 

awards dinners, and awards. There are usually 

committees that work weeks if not years to make 

sure all of it goes off to our satisfaction and 

enjoyment. We wouldn’t have an AACA 

experience were it not for these members.  

Ah, and then there is judging and all we learn 

about authenticity in preserving our original cars 

and correctly restoring our projects. AACA judges 

are the back bone of our efforts to be good 

conservators of our vehicular history. These guys 

and gals spend years honing their skills and 

building their knowledge. We could hardly get 

along without the road map they provide.  

There’s also all of those folks who often work on 

all the Region and Chapter Boards of Directors. 

Everyone from Presidents to Club Secretaries 

often take care of the necessary background 

drudge work that a lot of us would love to avoid. I 

cannot think of ever hearing of a Club Secretaries 

award, but without them we wouldn’t be able to keep 

track of what we’ve done and where we are going. The 

same can be said for all of those who volunteer at this 

level. They are the lubricant that keeps the clubs 

going.  

We all love getting our newsletters and checking out 

our websites. Seeing what our friends are up to when 

snow is on the ground, and searching for the next part 

or project can be done in the comfort of home through 

the newsletter and website. Those great pictures of all 

our friends and cars as well as the calendar to let us 

know where to go and when, not to mention countless 

articles for our edification and enjoyment come to us 

through the efforts of newsletter editors and 

webmasters. They are unquestionably the glue that 

holds our club together by keeping us connected.  

Throughout this year as National President, I’ve met 

hundreds of our volunteers. They work long hours 

without pay and often without the recognition they 

richly deserve. Who amongst them is the most 

important? I can tell you that our club would not exist if 

any of them weren’t there. There would be no monthly 

smorgasbord meetings, local events, or national 

shows, or tours, and no direction for our club, and no 

information to share. I hope we can all think about this 

for at least a moment. Any of these people could easily 

be the most important person in AACA. I hope you will 

do what you can to thank them, and more importantly 

think of how you can help them. After all, we are a 

family, and families help each other.  

P.S. I have a soft spot for all those editors and web 

masters. I know from experience that material is often 

hard to come by. Take a moment to write something or 

send something in to them. It will make their lives 

easier and your Regions and Chapters stronger!  

Courtesy of the Rummage Box Fall Issue 

 Thank you Tom, you are so right. There are many 

behind the scenes folks that keep our clubs an 

enjoyable experience never asking for the praise 

they deserve.  A helping hand is always grand! 

Vita Dauterive – AACA LA Region Editor
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Action against Ethanol  

By Herb Oaks  

VP Legislation  

Since my last article on ”Action against Ethanol”, a lot has happened. I think we have gotten some 

attention with our opposition. AACA joined with SEMA and the AMA to oppose Ethanol in fuel. The 

Hemmings News article with pictures of the three organizations meeting at the Capital in Washington, DC 

in June was a powerful article. It received 76 comments, all favorable, in our fight against Ethanol in fuel. 

The impression is that AACA is taking a leadership role on the issue and I hope that it will continue to 

encourage our members to act. You can view the Washington rally on the AACA forum. It’s worth taking a 

look at.  

I have done some research on how this all came about. Former Vice President Gore and many oil-

industry supporters were dubious about the feasibility of using Ethanol in gasoline blends, as mandated in 

the U.S. Renew-able Fuel Standard. This regulation was intended to reduce dependence on foreign oil, 

make emissions cleaner and decrease gasoline prices. Causes we can all agree upon.  

The Ethanol mandate has failed on most fronts we believe. For instance, for many months unleaded 

gasoline has remained over $3.00 per gallon. According to the American Automobile Association, this is 

the first time in US history that this has happened.  

Nationwide Ethanol had the unattended consequence of driving up food prices. The Ethanol mandate 

eats up about 40% of US corn and 15% of global corn supply. This naturally drives up food and feed 

costs.  

The automotive industry has made great strides recently in improving fuel efficiency and the Nation needs 

affordable oil and gasoline to fuel its needs and economy. Ethanol is not providing the answer we need. 

It’s time to throw in the towel and get the corn out of gasoline.  

You are seeing more and more gas stations with banners advertising “We sell real gas – Ethanol free”. I 

saw this in Chattanooga while on the Glidden Tour and it was quite a sight to see a long line of antique 

automobiles waiting their turn to fill up. Right here in my home town, Jacksonville, NC, we have added 5 

more stations that now have a pump with Ethanol free gasoline. Yes, the fact is Ethanol free gasoline 

costs more. But as an old advertising slogan stated – “Pay me now or pay me later”. Many antique 

automobile owners and all of us who have lawnmowers, boat motors, etc. have paid later. As a chemical, 

Ethanol increases water formations which can than corrode metals. Ethanol can also dissolve plastic and 

rubber. Both types of reactions damage our engines and fuel systems, and intensify over a period of time 

when the vehicle is not used.  

If everyone who is an AACA member would write their public officials in Washington, we can make a 

difference. Remember, if you do not “get in the game” then you cannot complain! Reach out to your 

congressmen on all issues that affect our hobby-it is important!  

Courtesy of the Rummage Box Fall Issue 
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 Contraband Chapter AACA 

Spring Tour 2014 

 April 11-12, 2014 

Headquarters:  The La Quinta Inn and Suites in Iowa, LA, I10 Frontage Road. Room rates: $103.93 

includes all taxes. Telephone number for registration is 337-582-2261. Ask for the Contraband AACA 

Tour Registration. Last date to reserve rooms at this rate is March 31, 2014.Telephone number for 

reservations:  Tentative itinerary follows.                

Friday, April 11:    Registration will open at 10:00 a.m. Snacks will be available in the Hospitality 

Room.  We will leave for a mini tour at 1:00 p.m. to the Loggerhead Riverside Restaurant for a light mid-

day lunch.  Directions will be at the hotel for those who arrive later. Friday evening we will show off our 

cars and have a meet and greet until the Friday evening meal is served. Lent will be observed on Friday.  

Saturday: Full Breakfast provided. Lineup will begin between 8:30-9:00 am. At that time we will 

proceed to the McNeese State University to tour the Calcasieu Parish SEED Program. This is a one-of-

a-kind program that assists new small business owners to gain the skills necessary to be successful.               

From the SEED Program we will go to the new Cowboy Field House for a brief tour. On the way to the 

White Oak Park, we will drive by the McNeese Farm that is a big part of the agricultural department. 

White Oak Park:  Go back to a simpler and slower time….A time when families would gather for 

reunions, or Fourth of July celebrations. This is a beautiful park where we can show our cars and enjoy 

old friends. Instead of a late evening banquet, we will have an afternoon awards ceremony after a sit 

down meal at the park Pavilion. Bring your fishing poll, and journey back to the Good Ole DAYS! 

Mail_Registrations_to_Gary_Fontenot; _116 Vanessa Ave. Lake Charles, LA 70605_______ 

 

Driver: ______________________________________________________$ 55.00 =________ 

Passenger: __________________________________________________@ 50.00 =________ 

Child: ______________________________________________________@ 45.00 =________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________Total _$________ 

Phone #_____________________Insurance Carrier: ________________________________ 

Car Model: __________________________________________AACA#__________________ 
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AACA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

February 2014 

6-8   AACA Annual Meeting • Philadelphia, PA 

20-22   AACA Winter Meet • Port St. Lucie, Florida. • hosted by Treasure Coast Region 

April 2014 

3 –5   AACA Southeastern Spring Meet • Charlotte, N.C. • hosted by Hornets Nest Region 

May 2014 

8 –10   AACA Special Central Spring Meet • Auburn, IN 

14 –16   AACA Eastern Tour • Northern Virginia • hosted by Northern Neck Region 

29-31   AACA Eastern Spring Meet • Buffalo/Amherst, N.Y. • hosted by Lake Erie Region 

June 2014 

12-14   AACA Grand National/Southeastern Fall Dual Meets • Lebanon, TN • hosted by Middle 

Tennessee Region 

13-15    The Elegance at Hershey - http://www.theeleganceathershey.com 

15-21   AACA Reliability Tour • Lancaster, PA • hosted by Hershey Region 

26-28   AACA Central Spring Meet • Lincoln, Nebraska • hosted by Nebraska Region 

July 2014 

31- Aug 2   AACA Central Fall Meet • Concordia University, WI • hosted by Wisconsin Region 

August 2014 

14-16   AACA Central Tour • Texas Panhandle • hosted by Amarillo Region 

September 2014 

8-12   AACA Sentimental Tour (1928-1958) • Maine, New Hampshire, Mass. • hosted by Granite Region 

18-20   AACA Western Fall Meet • Big Sky, Montana 

21-26   AACA Revival Glidden Tour (Pre-1943 vehicles) • Defiance, OH • hosted by VMCCA  

October 2014 

8-11   AACA Eastern Fall Meet • Hershey, Pennsylvania • hosted by Hershey Region 

20-24   AACA Founders Tour (post 1931 vehicles) • New Jersey • hosted by Buzzard's Breath Region 
         

http://www.theeleganceathershey.com/
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“THANK YOU” to all who serve and have served.  

May God Bless you all! 

The Antique Automobile Club (AACA) and the Louisiana Region is dedicated to the 

Preservation and Restoration of Antique Automobiles. 

 

 

Louisiana Region 

“The Duster” 

Vita Dauterive – Editor 

vitamarano@yahoo.com 

516 Perrin Drive 

Arabi, La 70032 

504-427-3031                                          
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