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President’s Message

Summer is definitely here. I'm sure that we are all looking forward to some cooler weather soon.
The Baton Rouge chapter is really going all out for their tour in September. From the information

in the brochure, this tour is really going to be great. I sincerely hope that there is a great turn out for this
event.

St. Bernard and Lagniappe Chapters are also gearing up for their annual events. The St. Bernard
Car Show will be in October and Lagniappe Tour will be in November.

Toup and Pam Sonnier have graciously accepted the challenge of putting on the Thanksgiving
Tour for 2010. The tour will be held in the Houston area. Further information will be forthcoming. We
will make sure that all information on the Thanksgiving Tour is sent out as quickly as we get it.

I hope that everyone that was able to attend the AACA 75th Anniversary event in Kentucky had a
great time. I understand that the tours were great, the car show was great, and of course meeting all of the
different people from all over the US was great. I can't wait to hear all of the stories and see the pictures
from this great event.

Don't forget that our Christmas Party and Board of Directors Meeting will be held on December
5, 2010 at Landry's Restaurant in Henderson. We will be getting further information out to you in the next
newsletter. Also, the ballot for President and Secretary Treasurer will be in the next newsletter. Please
vote.

Hope to see all of you in Baton Rouge in September.

Bobbie Thibodeaux
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National AACA and
Other Important Antique Car Events

2010
 Baton Rouge – Sept 10th, 11th, & 12th – Baton Rouge, LA

 St. Bernard Car Show – October 16th – Chalmette, LA

October 3rd thru the 10th – Cruisin the Coast, Biloxi, MS.

 Lagniappe – November 5th – 7th – Laplace, LA

 La. Region Christmas Party & Region Meeting – December 5th

 = Louisiana Region Point Earning Events

2010 National
October 6th – 9th Eastern Fall Meet – Hershey, Pennsylvania

Prayer for Hurricane Season

O God, master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. The Sea of Galilee
obeyed your order and returned to its former quietude. You are still the Master of land and sea. We
live in the shadow of a danger over which we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry
giant, can awaken from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our land
and spread chaos and disaster.

During this hurricane season we turn to you O loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose
memories are still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with the passing of time. O
Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our Beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so that
spared from the calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will
walk in the footsteps of your divine Son to reach heavenly Jerusalem where a stormless eternity awaits
us. AMEN.

Imprimatur: August 29, 1967
Maurice Schexnayder, Bishop of Lafayette in Louisiana

Please make this correction on your 2010 La. Region Roster.

Charlie Maher is the editor for the Slidell Chapter Car Club.
(He just will not let me Cajunize or change the spelling of his last name. (HA HA!!)
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LOUISE AND THE OTHER WOMAN

By James R Turner, FAAR, FASLA

Louise took us to Cypress Bend Resort overlooking Toledo Bend Lake for the Cenla Old Car Club‘s March tour of
antique cars. Louise is a complaining 1951 Chevrolet Styleline DeLuxe. Almost all cars are female. Spring juices were
beginning to flow even for the oldest members of the Antique Automobile Club of America. Yes cars are gals, after all you
wouldn‘t generally want guys falling for one another, or would you? Anyway cars are mostly women like boats and
hurricanes use to be in the good old days, right? But this isn‘t about gender this is about the “other woman” the one who
tolerates that other woman out in the garage.

Polygamy, regardless of its appeal is not legal in the United States and for good reason, right girls? So men, AKA
old car nuts, find the most bazaar substitutions for the native desire to well wander. Some guys are not happy with
anything less than a harem. Charlie Matthews, member at large from Baton Rouge comes to mind with his stables and
our own Mitch Mitchell here in the COCC. They can‘t help it. But the wives and girlfriends that look the other way, they are
a breed apart.

Are these mechanical Lolitas that men bring home only conditionally accepted? Are wives jealous? Did men have
a problem even before they got married? Who‘s to say but Louise is lucky because Meriget, my bride for 42 years, is a
font of compassion and understanding. Louise you may remember was after all taken in straight off the street, so to
speak. It goes both ways, car women can be catty. For example, when Meriget demurs to a ride, Louise will usually drop
her glove compartment door on Meriget‘s knee. For Meriget it is all a matter of resignedly suffering her husband‘s folly.
But for Louise it is war. What I‘ve noticed in spite of my skull‘s density is that Louise is less prone to complaint if I leave
Meriget at home. Am I alone in this? I mean take Meriget for a spin and Louise is very apt to lose a shoe or run out of Oil
of Olay or something. Meriget's adoration for the things she really loves, our three hounds for example, is entirely focused.
Louise and I on the other hand are deeply involved in something best described as a fling. Wives, even girlfriends (they
adapt early) are patient and nurturing while men and cars are shamelessly gallivanting. It is shameful, remarkable and
fun. Tee hee.

Louise liked Hodges Gardens near Fisher, Louisiana. It is quite nice, the lovely gardens and waterfalls. But
something got in her craw. The next thing I know she is sideways, her arms crossed, one brow lifted and telling me I don‘t
give her enough attention when that other woman is around. The antique cars rolled over to the sawmill town of Fisher
while Louise and I hobbled along. Her lip was out. Meriget was oblivious to Louise‘s fuming and she promptly left with the
other girls over to the antique stores.

Meanwhile I shared with a couple of the love-struck guys who were laying on the charm over at Raymond
Comeaux‘s (Mustang) Sally that Louise is out of sorts. Louise had become inconsolable and was threatening a meltdown
(voltage regulator was discharging). Soon Wayne Clark from Slidell, Mike Mote from Alexandria and Fred Duplechin from
Thibodaux are all under her bonnet kissing her cheeks and wiping her tears away ( regulator shenanigans fixed) and other
generally applied, field, medical emergencies. There were four of us guys under her skirt, I mean hood all at once. What a
vamp. Meriget Turner and Charlotte Mitchell, Judy McClaren and Deborah Humphries looked on from the porch with
knowing smiles.

Louise perked right up. It is a wonder that these affairs don‘t ruin good marriages. The real women seem to be
content to shop and gather food on these odd weekends when the guys get the urge to saddle up. It‘s amusing even
faintly exhibitionist the way we carry on. Of course a real woman‘s shapely hip and the fender of a 1951 Chevrolet
Styleline DeLuxe do have a thing or two in common, if you know what I mean? Slap! “Ouch, only kidding Louise”

Although Louise is happily back in her apartments now with her fur lined housecoat and slippers, her mirrors and
teacups even she has to admit that Meriget and all the ladies who tolerate the foolishness of the opposite sex are truly
angels of mercy. I told Louise in a moment of reflection, “Louise honey, be nice. If it weren‘t for Meriget you‘d still be out
on the street somewhere.” She looked at me from her dressing table and over her forward shoulder and winked a sleepy,
wry, bedroom eye.

James R Turner, FAAR, FASLA reprinted with permission from
Fleeta Springs, LA March 8, 2010 CENLA Chapter newsletter “The Headliner”

Vol. 33, Issue 06, June 2010
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AACA Louisiana Region

Lagniappe Chapter, Houma / Thibodaux Area

The River Tour November 5th, 6th, 7th 2010
This tour is open to all antique auto lovers (only AACA cars will be judged)

We know that this has been a difficult economic year for Louisiana. Still, touring is an appealing and traditional part of Louisiana AACA
and we want as many as possible to participate. As such, we're offering two options for this tour - one or two days of touring. Check
out the options below.

Host Site: Quality Inn, 3900 Highway 51, LaPlace, LA 70068. Room Rates are $69.99 plus tax per night. You must make your
reservations before October 1

st
to receive this rate. For reservations please call 985 652-5544 and mention Lagniappe Car Club.

Friday: Registration from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. River Parishes Tourism Offices and Businesses will have a nice ditty bag for you.

Friday Early Bird Tour: The River Parishes hosts want to make sure that you’re well fed and taken care of. We’ll start the Early Bird
Tour at 1:30pm, stopping first at San Francisco Plantation. This is a very unique, nontraditional plantation home. It’s brightly colored
and full of trim in “Steamboat Gothic” style. After touring, we’ll stop by “The Smoke House” for a tour and snacks. We’ll return to hotel
about 4pm so that you can relax and freshen up before the Welcome Night meal.

Friday Welcome Night: Armand’s Bistro at Quality Inn will host - hors d’ oeuvres starting at 6:00 PM with the opening of the cash bar.
The Dinner will include a buffet with choices of Seafood Fettuccine or Roasted Loin of Pork, salad, soup, starch and vegetable. Friday
is door prize night, so wear your lucky shoes!

Saturday Morning: Hotel guests get a very nice hot and filling complimentary Breakfast Buffet starting at 6:00 AM in Armand’s Bistro.

Saturday Registration and Tour: Registration 7-8:30 am. Explore the River Parishes with us! We have a quaint, easy-to-drive, back
roads tour planned for you. We start out driving the ancient River Road stopping for a tour of beautiful Houmas House, one the South’s
grandest. Relax on the grounds after touring to prepare for a reception and lunch at the River Parishes Visitor Center. After lunch
you’ll be treated to coffee and donuts. We’ll drive to St. Michael’s Church and cemetery for a tour and professional lecture. Part of that
history will focus on Grand Point, the exclusive source of the world’s only supply of Perique Tobacco, valued the world over for its rich,
fruity flavor. St. Michael’s is one of the area’s oldest and most interesting churches. We also learn about and drive by St. Joseph
Church, Manressa (Jefferson College) and Tezcuco Plantation Ruins.

Saturday Banquet: The Cash Bar opens at 6:00 PM in Armand’s Bistro with hors d’oeuvres. The dinner begins at 7:00 PM. You must
choose at registration between Stuffed Baked Catfish Filet and Stuffed Baked Chicken Breast. Entertainment by “Doc Duplechin” and
awards ceremony will follow. We will also choose Raffle and 50/50 prize winners.

Sunday Morning: Hotel guests can enjoy a very nice hot and filling Breakfast Buffet starting at 6:00 AM in Armand’s Bistro.
CAREFULLY CHOSE ONE OR TWO DAY REGISTRATION. Please detach Registration Form and mail by it TODAY!!!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Make Check Payable to: Lagniappe Car Club Mail to Treasurer: Linda St. Romain, 311 Maple Ave. Houma, LA 70364

Traditional Two day Tour – Driver $70, Adult Guest $60, Children $50
Friday Only - Driver $30, Adult Guest $ 30, Children $25 Total: $
Saturday Only - Driver $40, Adult Guest $40, Children $35

Saturday Banquet Choices (indicate number of each) Stuffed Catfish Filet _____Stuffed Chicken Breast

Name of Driver_______________________________________________________________________________________

Passengers over 12 yrs old ______________________________________________________________________________

Children under 12_____________________________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________ State ______ Zip Code__________ Phone number_____________________________

Car Insurance by________________________ AACA Chapter_____________________________ Non-Member________

Year of Car______________________ Make & Model________________________________________________________

Call Fred Duplechin (985) 803-0672 or Greg Dobney (985) 226-7735 with any questions.

Cool fall weather is coming - plan for it! Lagniappe is hosting its fall tour in
LaPlace, LA with the theme, Take Me to the River. We've had great
cooperation from River Parish businesses and the River Parish Tourist
Commission. You'll get a full serving of southern hospitality and sights -
some of the best food in the state, tours of plantation homes and interesting
local sites. Ya'll come!
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The First Antique Automobile Derby:
Though the club was not formed until 1935, its history begins in 1931 when the Philadelphia Automobile

Trade Association readied itself for the unveiling of the new models at the annual Philadelphia automobile
show. As a novel innovation, it was decided to invite early cars to drive under their own power to the
exposition. The owners of several old cars were located and persuaded to crank up and drive to what the
trade association billed as the First Antique Automobile Derby. This event was successful enough to
warrant repeating. With each year's Derby, the number of cars participating increased.

Under the guidance of Fred Nicholson who had been associated with very early automobile contests in the
United States and abroad, the annual derbies became reliability runs. To participate, a car had to be twenty-five
years or older. Participants were required to drive from any point 25 miles from Philadelphia. At the time of
starting, a telegram had to be sent announcing the starting time. Time checks and traffic tests were the basis for
Derby Prizes. In addition, there were manufacturers' trophies, prizes for showing cars, and other awards in the
form of cash.

A Club is Born:

In January 1935, on a bitter cold day, the almost frozen car owners sat before the Convention Hall, talked about
old cars, griped about the Derby's inattention to their requests for additional prize money and the general lack of
recognition given to the Derby's participants. Two new participants, Ted Fiala and Frank Abramson, sat in a
1907 Waltham-Orient, which they had discovered the previous year in a barn near what is now Philadelphia's
International Airport. The 1907 Waltham-Orient had not run in 25 years, and they accepted the challenge of
getting it running again just for the heck of it. In a short time, they had its one-cylinder banging away and did
what passed for a "restoration" of those days. Hearing about the Antique Derby, they hastened to get in what
they thought would be pure fun, as well as a chance to meet and talk with others enthused over old cars.

Antique Automobile, December 1960

This article was taken from http://www.aaca75.org/timeline/timeline.htm
Celebrating 75 Years June 30 – July 3, 2010

Plans are in the making for the Thanksgiving Tour. It will be in the Houston/Woodlands area. Pam & Toup
Sonnier have taken on the JOB of this tour. You can reach them at home 337 856-6218 or by e-mail at
palsts@hotmail.com or 600 Piat Road, Youngsville, LA 70592. More info will be in future newsletters. The
motel will be the BestWestern on I-45 north of The Woodlands. The price quoted is either $79 +tax per room
if we have up to 14 rooms but if we have 15 or more rooms, it will be $69 plus tax per room. The dates will
be November 20th thru the 26th but as usual you can come for whatever number of days you want. This motel
has a complimentary FULL breakfast and many nearby restaurants for our night meals and WalMart is across
the street (highway). Pam is planning a busy week for us and may even have something for Friday the 26th.
Mark your calendars and plan to attend.
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2010 Founders Tour
Hosted by the Western PA Region

Greensburg, PA

On Friday June 4th, Glenn and I left home in
the rain and it rained most of the first day of our trip
up to Pennsylvania. That's what happens every time
we clean the car and truck to leave. The next day the
drive through the mountains was beautiful. We
arrived in Greensburg on Saturday afternoon where
we met up with Robert and Joyce Hoey, Charlie and
Ardie Froehlich, and Marty Roth and his grandson
Nathan. Many friends from all over the U.S. also
greeted us.

On Sunday, we had optional tours which
some of us took advantage of. There was a
downtown driving tour and a tour of AGELESS
AUTOS, an old gas station with antique, classic, and
special interest cars.

Monday our drive took us to World Class
Animal Artistry, Westmoreland Car Restorations,
Jimmy Stewart Museum (had a great impersonator of
Jimmy), and Amish country. Joanna Cooper was
riding with us and we found out we were only three
miles from Punxsutawney, Pa. and the groundhog.
So off we went with the Hoeys and Roths following.
We had a wonderful time. We also took time out for
ice cream. Never pass that up.

Tuesday took us to Fort Necessity National
Battlefield, Wildside and Nemacolin Woodlands
Resort (our lunch stop), and to Laurel Caverns, the
largest cave in Pennsylvania.

Wednesday, it rained all day, which was a
good day to be on the buses we boarded for a trip to
Pittsburg. Our first stop was the Zoo and Aquarium.
The zoo was fast paced because we left late and
didn't have much time but we did get to see a few
animals including the Polar Bears. Then on to the
Duquesne Incline where we were able to ride down
and back up again. The view was awesome. Back on
the bus for the Carnegie Museum of History and Art
for the Dinosaur exhibit which was great. The next
stop was the Victorian home and car museum of
Henry Clay Frick.

As we departed the bus back in Greensburg,
Charlie Froehlich met us (he had not gone on the
tour) to ask if he could ride with us the next day. He
was having T-bird problems. Joanna was going to
ride with us so Robert was next in line off the bus.
As most people know there is an ongoing
Chevrolet/Ford battle between these two. After

kneeling and pleading (see picture below) Charlie did
ride with Robert. Charlie was back in his car the next
day.

Thursday began with a drive through Twin
Lakes Park, Hannastown founded in 1770, Winfield
Winery, McConnells Mill State Park, Dave and Karen
Berg's awesome car collection, Harmony, Evans City,
and Mars. We heard some stopped in Mars to take
pictures and they must have thought they had left this
earth because they went up one-way streets the
wrong way. It was a long day and Glenn didn't
realize we had been in Mars until we were out of
town.

Friday, we drove the Lincoln Highway US
Route 30. In Jennerstown we arrived at the site of
the Miracle Rescue at the Quecreek Mine where nine
miners were rescued. So many miracles took place
here and to listen to the stories was awesome. Then
on to the Flight 93 National Memorial. On behalf of
the Western PA Region and the Founders Tour, a
plaque and donation was made to the memorial.
Traveling again, we went to an unbelievable
collection of rare restored gas pumps, signs , and
other items from 1950-1902. I didn't know there
were so many different pumps. Next was Fort
Ligonier, a British outpost. Eight acres of original
sites have been preserved and restored. There was a
unique George Washington collection also.

After the banquet we said our goodbyes until the
next tour. We really do enjoy touring with AACA
and invite more of you to join us.

Submitted by Sandra Juneau

“Robert, good friend and buddy, please may I ride in your
Chevrolet tomorrow? I would be so appreciative for a ride in that

fine vehicle.”
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75th Anniversary of AACA
Louisville, Kentucky

Some of the Evangeline Chapter members
going to Kentucky decided to make a vacation out of
our trip. On Saturday, June 26th Pam & Toup
Sonnier, Errol & Mary Winkler, John & Donna
Reaux, Robert & Joyce Hoey and Boo & I left for our
trip. We drove together until McComb, Mississippi.
Boo & I went East and the others went north to
Memphis. They toured the Elvis mansion the next
morning then drove and met us in Fayetteville, Tenn.
Our next day we toured the Jack Daniel’s Distillery.
After the tour we drove to Bowling Green, Kentucky
and the next day toured the Corvette assembly plant
and museum. Then it was off to Louisville. We
arrived a day early so we rested a little because we
knew the next few days were going to be busy.

Wednesday, June 30th, we pick up our
packets and directions for the optional tours. Then we
went into Hospitality Room – Flea Market. In this
room there were souvenirs for everyone. Each day we
would go back and there was always something new
to see and buy. To Boo & I’s surprise there were
even Pontiac memorabilia.

Everyone had a choice of many tours for
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Our personal tour
guide, Pam Sonnier even planned some tours for us.
We all had a choice of the planned tours by AACA or
her tours. It all worked out great. The weather was
great the whole week. During the day it was in the
mid 80’s and at night in the upper 60’s.

We went on a parade thru Louisville and a
private museum then to an ice cream social. Some
went on an afternoon or dinner cruise on a stern
wheel riverboat The Belle of Louisville. We went to
Churchill Downs. There we went on a tour of the
grounds and stayed for a few races. We did bet on a
few but not the horse. We bet on the Cajun jockey’s.
Friday some of us had to clean our cars for the show
on Saturday while others went touring some more.

Friday night was the banquet and the
awesome table decorations were made by a
gentleman who happened to be sitting at our table.
Then we moved to another room and watched a
presentation of “Bandits, Guns and Automobiles”. It
was about the 1908 New York to Paris race. It was

narrated by the great grandson of the driver of the
Thomas Flyer which won that race. Next year there
will be another such race with a replica of the same
automobile.

Saturday was the day of the show. It was
held in the Expo Center and there were over 800 cars
there. In one section, there was a grouping of cars
called the Timeline Exhibit. This section had at least
one car from the years 1903 thru 1985. There were
even a few Cushman and Harley Davidson motor
cycles in the timeline.

That afternoon, after the judging, we went
into another room for the awards. There were
definitely too many to mention. But I do remember
three special men received an award for having been
members of AACA for 50 years.

I think all Evangeline chapter members put
their cars in the Driver Participation section.

Above are members of Evangeline Chapter: Toup &
Pam Sonnier, Perry & Cathy Richardson, Robert &
Joyce Hoey, John & Donna Reaux, Glenn & Sandra
Juneau, Errol & Mary Winkler, and Boo & Brenda
Derouen.

Submitted by Brenda Derouen
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The Antique Automobile Club (AACA) and Louisiana Region is Dedicated to the
Preservation and Restoration of Antique Automobiles

School Starts this month.
Please watch out for our

Children and Grandchildren


