
 
Meet Member Whitney Richard  
 
Sound like Whitney was born with a screwdriver in his hand. While 
not an experienced restorer, he’s been taking stuff apart (like door 
knobs) since childhood and has fashioned some pretty impressive 
“things,” like a tiki bar rocket. If you haven’t seen the Cajun Coalition’s 
2013 LDRS (Large Dangerous Rocket Ship) video, check out this 
YouTube clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZX6Ewu5Ba0 . 
These bad boys, led by Whitney Rich-ard, will make you proud to be 
a Cajun, Cher! Whitney’s team fashioned a high flying rocket ship 
from a home-made tiki bar and won first place in the LDRS division of 
the Tripoli Rocketry Association, a US-based international high-power 
amateur rocketry group. It’s an awe-some video featuring Kari 
Byron from the Myth Busters television series.  
 
Whitney loves all sorts of mechanical things and probably picked up a 
few genes and valuable experiences from his father. While lil’bitty 
Whitney sat on the fender playing with his trusty screwdriver (no pun 
intended), dad worked on the family’s ’57 Ford in Metairie. By 
adolescence, however, the family was in Colorado.  
 
As many of us experienced when we were “young and stupid,” drag 
racing was Whitney’s next big adventure. He destroyed lots of ’75 
Camaro parts (at least 5 engine, 4 trans-missions, 2 rear ends) in 
those early years, finally realizing that $40,000 in late ‘80s dollars 
could have bought him a rail dragster. Other notable “later to become 
classic” cars were a ’72 Barracuda (his favorite) and ’78 Cutlass.  
 
High School was followed by 4 years in the Air Force where Whitney 
got used to be-ing off the ground as a crew member of a C-141 
transport, racking up over 3,000 hours in the air including 2 complete 
circumnavigations of the globe. He returned to New Orleans after his 
military service and attended Louisiana Vocational and Technical 
College while working as a refueler at MSY, along with various other 
jobs including automotive technician. [Writer’s Note: did you know 
that MSY, the airfield call letters for Louis Armstrong Airport, stand for 
Moisant Stock Yard, a business named after famed early aviator John 
Moisant who fell from his plane to that field and died in 1910]  
 



After graduating from the technical college with a degree in Micro 
Computer Electronics Whiney went to work for Consolidated Natural 
Gas as a Computer Network Engineer. After 12 years at CNG he 
started his own business, Performance Computers Systems of 
Louisiana, providing IT support to Dental Offices.  
 
Since marrying Charla Roth, Marty and Dale’s daughter, Whitney’s 
awareness of classics cars has broadened considerably. Like Marty, 
he’s attracted to well-engineered cars like Packard’s. He also loves 
the Cadillac's and Buicks of the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s. His classic is a 
1988 BMW 528e; a four-door German tourer. It’s all original and he’s 
trying to keep it that way. Whitney credits Charla for his emerging 
fascination with classics. Charla does on-line marketing and runs a 
local store in Metairie. They have been together since 2005 and have 
no children together, but share three children. Charla’s son is the 
youngest – Nathan, who is currently attending Northwestern 
Louisiana State University. Next is Whitney’s son Jonathan who lives 
in New Orleans and works for the Haunted Mortuary Escape Rooms. 
The oldest is his daughter Amy who lives in Washington DC. Her 
husband works for Voice of America Radio. Their family brings the 4 
grandchildren - Cameron, Abigale, Nicholas, and Ariana.  
Though Whitney has not been in car clubs before AACA, he dove 
right in when joining Lagniappe Chapter, raising his hand when we 
needed a Vice-President for 2019. No stranger to responsibility, 
Whitney has been very active as VP, taking our President’s place 
when he’s out of state, writing articles and tracking event and, with 
Charla has been planning very enjoyable monthly outings. Thank you 
Whitney for raising your hand and all you do!  


