
Lagniappe Featured Club Member for May 07 is:
Gary Labat

by: Martin St. Romain, Editor

Who is Gary Labat? Well if you don’t know; you are brand new 
to AACA of LA. Gary Labat was the founder of our club and 
named it Lagniappe. Well, he humbly denies that he was the 
founder……..other Charter Members tell a different story.  
Bottom line; there would be no Lagniappe without Gary.

It all started with a small group of antique car enthusiast who 
wanted a club. The group called their club Bayou Antique Car 
Club. The club floundered and didn’t have a clear future or 
goal. Gary became acquainted with Charlie Matthews of the 
Baton Rouge AACA Chapter and Charlie urged Gary to start a 
new AACA Chapter. Lagniappe was chartered in 1999 and 
Louis Morrell III was elected President. Shortly after, Louis’s 
Dad died. Louis lost interest and Gary was elected President and 
served as President for the next five years.

The Charter Members were Gary, Louis Morrell II and son 
Louis III, Frank Duncan, Tom Schoennberg, August Lorio, 
Susan and Pete Pizzolatto.  Gary and Frank are the only Charter 
Members still remaining. Together, this group created a great 
club that has grown and matured. Eno Boudreaux was also a 
Member of the new club. Gary speaks highly of Eno and wishes 
he was still in the club. Gary says that Eno would be a great 
asset in the club today. 

Gary’s personal life began in the small sugar cane town of 
Vacherie, LA. on the west bank of the Mississippi River about 
thirty five miles east of the Thibodaux / Houma area. He was 
raised in Vacherie and graduated High School there. He then 
attended Delgado Trade School in New Orleans. He graduated 
in Mechanical Drafting. Knowing that his Dad wanted his three 
sons to have college degrees; Gary then attended and Graduated 
from Nicholls State College in Thibodaux, LA. He now had had 
his higher education and with his knowledge of how sugar cane 
was farmed and processed, Southdown Sugar Corp. scooped 
him up. Sorry, I just couldn’t pass up the scooped pun.

Gary’s working career was all spent in the sugar business. He 
worked his way up to General Operations Manager of the areas 
largest plant in Houma while still managing the smaller 
Greenwood plant in Thibodaux. Gary was the man to go to and 
whenever there was a product problem with a client; Gary 
would jump on a plane and fly out to the site. He still remains 
active a few days a week selling off equipment to other plants.  

That’s all fine and dandy but, what about his antique car 
interest? Gary remembers always having a love for all cars. His 
first car was a 1931 Model A that he bought in 1952 when he 
was a kid of about 15 or so. Gary paid $65 for his car. His Dad 
insisted that he buy at liability insurance; he did and got 5/10/5 
for $17 per year. He remembers great times with his car and 
kept it in Vacherie during his College years. He remembers it as 
being a great hunting car; the dual traction kept him from 
getting stuck. His Dad needed the storage space and the car was 
sold for $75.

He may have sold the car but it remained dear in his heart. As 
the years past, he kept saying to himself and to others that he 
wanted another car. Finally he got a call from one of the guys 
that knew he had been looking for a nice Model A. The car, yes 
a 1931 Model A, was in Baton Rouge and had just been in the 
movie Steel Magnolia filmed in nearby Natchitoches. The 
gentleman who owned the car had terminal cancer and wanted 
the car to go to a special person.  

Lots of his relatives and friends wanted it but, he felt only to
profit from the car. He selected Gary because of Gary’s history 
with the Model A and his sincerity in preserving the car for 
himself. It was an emotional event when Gary went to Baton 
Rouge with a trailer to pick up the car. The elderly gentleman, 
in failing health, sat nearby and watched as Gary loaded the car 
on the trailer. The tears were forming in his eyes and rolling 
down his cheeks. I know that Gary will never forget that and 
will never sell his car. He is the custodian.

Gary continues very active in AACA and just last year served as 
the Louisiana Region President. A special man he is and we as 
Members of AACA are fortunate to have Gary in our lives.

His life mate and wife Marcell, of forty-six years, has stood by 
her man. They have two daughters, Michelle and Pam. Pam 
loves to ride with her Dad in just about any local parade and 
Gary loves her company. Son Gary Jr. is the oldest. None of 
the children are married and there are no grandchildren. Gary 
and Marcell reside on beautiful acreage on Hwy 311 in Houma 
with majestic oak trees and a great vegetable garden. Marcell 
was a home maker for many hears but now enjoys her work as 
coordinator for the volunteers at Hospice of Louisiana.
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