Vapor Locks
Gladys Guyer, Editor
11800 Guyer Rd.
Huntingdon, PA 16652

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Antique Automobile Club of America
Allegheny Mountain Region

RESERVATION

Annual Dues Notice

NAME______________________________________________________
NUMBER OF ADULTS @ $20.00_____________________________
NUMBER OF CHILDREN 6 - 12 @$10.00______________________
NUMBER OF CHILDREN under 6 @FREE_____________________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED________________________________________

Membership $15.00 (Individual or Joint)
Name:
__________________________________________________
Address:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Make check payable to Allegheny Mountain Region, AACA
For questions call Mary Ingham at 814-942-9070

Phone: __________________Cell phone__________________

RETURN TO:

AACA #________________

Mary Ingham
156 Almary Lane
Dysart, PA 16636

E-mail:
_________________________________________________

Please send your reservations no later than December 2, 2013

Please complete all of the above information
Make check payable to Allegheny Mtn. Region, AACA
Please return by December 31, 2013

Mail to:

Patricia B. Swigart
2101 Ellis Ave.
Huntingdon, PA 16652

Mueller’s Auto

Office: 814-643-2024
Museum 814-643-0885

RECYCLING & SALES INC.
1555 Mill Run Rd
Altoona, PA 16601
WHY BUY NEW WHEN USED WILL DO?

Swigart Museum
America’s Oldest Automobile Museum

Vapor Locks
Gladys Guyer, Editor
11800 Guyer Rd.
Huntingdon, PA 16652

1-800-228-8603 OR 814-946-1295

Box 214 Museum Park
Huntingdon, PA 16652

John R. Mueller – Owner
J. Todd Mueller, Manager

Official Publication

“ROLL OFF SERVICE AVAILABLE”

“INDUSTRIAL SCRAP & RECYCLING

ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN REGION, AACA
Vol. 63

Number 6

November - December 2013
Steel & Metal Yard Incorporated

SIXTH AVE. ROAD●ALTOONA●PINECROFT
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8AM – 4:30 PM SAT. 8 AM – 11:30 AM
ALUMINUM●BRASS●COPPER●IRON●RADIATORS●CAST●STAINLESS●TIN
♦ALL OTHER METALS♦ “BUYERS OF ALL TYPES” OF SCRAP 46 years in Business

944-4051
Borex Inc.
128 Ingham Drive
Altoona, PA 16601
814-942-7764
Commercial and Residential Services
Site Preparations
Utility Construction
Storm Water Management Systems
Water Truck Rental
Dump Trucks for Hire
Lowboy Hauling Service
Roadway Construction

Machining Services
Portable Line Boring
Bore Welding
Milling Machine
Radial Arm Drilling Press
Large Drill Bit Sharpening
Tig, Mig and Stick Welding

1928 Model “A”
Owned by Clair and Carol Grove
Story on the Grove’s Model inside Vapor Locks

“We have the power to move the earth”

Antique & Collector
Vehicle Appraisals

1951 – 2013

Central PA’S First
Self Service Auto Salvage

2013 OFFICERS
President: Ernest Romanini...................................... 100 Skytop Lane, Port Matilda, PA 16870
.................................................................................(814) 231-2678…..exromanini@gmail.com
Vice President: N. Scott Deno ................................. 100 Skytop Lane, Port Matilda, PA 16870
..................................................................................... (814) 238-4031…..nsdeds@hotmail.com
Secretary: Patricia Swigart .......................................... 2101 Ellis Ave., Huntingdon, PA 16652
................................................................................... (814) 643-1945…..pbts@pennswoods.net
Treasurer: Gladys Guyer ...........................................11800 Guyer Rd. Huntingdon, PA 16652
.............................................................................(814) 667-3796…..gladys_guyer@yahoo.com

ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN REGION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2011 – 2012 - 2013
William Forsht - 814-943-8766 ................................................................setter4@hotmail.com
Robert Struble - 814-355-5511....................................................................................no e-mail
Charles Kuntz - 814-946-8956 .............................................................. clkuntz42@verizon.net
Scott Deno- 814-234-4031........................................................................ nsdeds@hotmail.com
2012 – 2013 - 2014
Jeff Boring - 814-942-3373 ...................................................................... borexinc@gmail.com
Charles Firmin - 814-632-5322 ........................................................................... chf2@psu.edu
Ernest Romanini - 814-231-2678 ......................................................... eromanini@verizon.net
Harry Whitman - 814-466-6695 ........................................................................ glw8@psu.edu
2013 – 2014 - 2015
Pat Swigart – 814-643-1945 ................................................................... pbts@pennswoods.net
Mickie Loy – 814-944-2813 ....................................................................... bloy64@yahoo.com
Randy Clemens – 814-943-8626.............................................................. wrpclem98@aol.com
Bill Guyer – 814-667-3796............................................................... gladys_guyer@yahoo.com

Maefield Enterprises
Ron Strapel, 1842 Marengo Rd.
Warriors Mark, PA 16877
Phone: 814-692-5578
E-mail: collectorcar@windstream.net

Larrie A. Derman
Owner-Supervisor
(814) 684-3671

1973-Fred P. Lockcuff*
1974-Robert M. Struble
1975-Robert
M. Struble
PAST
PRESIDENTS
1976-Ferd D. Page, Jr.*
1977-Stephen Leoras*
1978-James L. Kingston*
1979-James L. Kingston*
1980-Larrie A. Derman
1981-Larrie A. Derman
1982-James F. Eichelberger*
1983-James F. Eichelberger*
1984-Charles Caracciolo*
1985-Charles Caracciolo*
1986-James Fisher
1987-James Fisher
1988-William Eardley*
1989-Wiliam Eardley*
1990-Ralph B. Grove
1991-Ralph B. Grove
1992-Ralph B. Grove
1993-Ralph Hoover*

1994-Robert M. Struble

1995-Russell Bambarger
1996-Russell Bambarger
1997-Stanley B. Smith, Jr.
1998-Stanley B. Smith, Jr.
1999-John R. O’Brien
2000-John R. O’Brien
2001-N. Scott Deno
2002-N. Scott Deno
2003-Patricia B. Swigart
2004-Patricia B. Swigart
2005-John R. Mueller
2006-John R. Mueller
2007-Nicholas Sabatino
2008-Nicholas Sabatino
2009-Francis P. Searer
2010-Francis P. Searer
2011-Bill M. Loy
2012-Bill M. Loy
2013-Ernest Romanini
*Deceased

BRING YOUR OWN TOOLS
PULL YOUR OWN PARTS
AND SAVE MONEY
1555 Mill Run Rd.
Altoona, PA 16601
814-946-1295

Open 7 days a week
Mon. – Sat. 8 to dusk
Sunday 12 PM to 4 PM

FAX (814)-4178
Cell (814) 935-3815

DERMAN
FUNERAL HOME INC.

“Professional Service With Dignity”
Pre-Need Counseling

PAST PRESIDENTS OF ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN REGION, AACA
1951-William E. Swigart, Jr.*
1952-William E. Swigart, Jr.*
1953-William E. Swigart, Jr.*
1954-Stanley B. Smith*
1955-Dr. Max Tornatore*
1956-David T. Davis*
1957-Leonard L. LeCrone*
1958-Ernest L. Shank*
1959-Chester E. Geist*
1960-Chester E. Geist*
1961-Paul Swartz*
1962-Dr John C. Gourley, Jr.*
1963-Dr John C. Gourley, Jr.*
1964-William H. Harshbarger*
1965-Leonard L. LeCrone*
1966-Ferd D. Page, Jr.*
1967-Ferd D. Page, Jr.*
1968-Stephen Leoras*
1969-Stephen Leoras*
1970-Robert L. Meckley*
1971-Dr. James K. Gordon*
1972-Dr. James K. Gordon*

JOHNNY’S U-PULL IT

1200 Lincoln Avenue
Tyrone, PA 16686

Wynwood House

Somewhere In Time Classics

Assisted Living Community
At PENNS VALLEY

A division of Village Service Center
Route 104 – Penns Creek, PA 17862
Len Krautheim ,Owner
lkrautheim@peoplepc.com

Susan D. Romanini, R.N.
Community Director
www.wynwoodhouse.com
122 WYNWOOD DR. CENTRE HALL PA
Tele: 814-364-9770 Cell: 814-280-3551

(800) 326-9976
Cell: (570) 850-0487
Res: (570) 837-1370
www.villageservice.com

Vapor Locks Staff
Editor:

The President’s Message

Gladys Guyer, 11800 Guyer Rd. Huntingdon, PA 16652 814-667-3796 .... gladys_guyer@yahoo.com

Greetings!
The Allegheny
Mountain Region year sixty-two
is nearly complete… And once
it’s time to get the cars ready for
winter. I hope you all took
advantage of the mild days
we’ve had the past few weeks to
enjoy a ride in your old car.

November – December Photographers
Fred Hammer, Scott Deno, Charlie Cates and Bill Forsht
Special Contributors November - December:
Clair Grove
Emery Turner
Patrick Boab

Webmaster:
Scott Deno, 135 Watson Rd. State College 16801 814-238-4031 ... nsdeds@hotmail.com
Archivist:
Jeff Boring, 128 Ingham Dr. Altoona, PA 16601 814-942-3373 borexinc@gmail.com
Appointed Committees:
Audit: Emery Turner
Nominating: Scott Deno and Jeff Boring
ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN REGION WEBSITE ................www.aaca.org/allegheny
AACA NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS HERSHEY, PA .................... www.aaca.org
501 West Governor R. Hershey, PA 17031 -- Phone 717-534-1910

1951 Founding Officers
Regional Director – William E. Swigart, Jr.
Secretary / Treasurer – William A Huff, Jr.
Advisory Committee – George W. Brisbin, David T. Davis, Paul K. Good, Carl
E.Henderson, G. Bland Hoke, E.J. Leap, Fred Samuel, E.T. Studebaker

Sue and I pick up the grandkids
(ages 6 & 8) at school on
Tuesdays. When the weather allowed we’ve been doing that in one of our
old cars and their look of amazement and joy when they notice what we
are driving is priceless. Their favorite is the 51 Ford mainly because there
are no seat belts in the back seat – sorry Mom and Dad – they love the
freedom to roam. The eight-year-old recently stated he would like to
spend a day with me working on an old car – I think I got him hooked!
We have one event remaining this year - the Annual Christmas Party.
Details and registration information is in this issue. This is one of the best
meals of the year so please join your fellow club members. Because it is
scheduled early in December the registration period is short – please
respond asap. Mary and Paula (cookies please) will have all in order.
January 26, 2014 we have our Board Meeting scheduled at 1PM in the
Patton Township Meeting Room. Please attend and give us some
suggestions for the year’s events. If you can’t make it – because you’re in
Florida for the winter – an email will do.

Vapor Locks is the official; publication of the Allegheny Mountain Region,
AACA, Inc., a non-profit club. It is published by and for the members of the
Allegheny Mountain Region on a bi-monthly basis. January, March, May, July,
September, and November.

2013 was a successful year for the club and our many events were well
planned and attended. It’s all because of a fine group of dedicated club
members that we get to enjoy fellowship, sights, food and cars on a regular
basis. Please join in where you can next year.

Membership in Allegheny Mountain Region, AACA. Please contact any officer
or club member. Membership is $15.00 for a single or joint (husband and wife).
You must include your AACA National number.

Congratulations to the new board members – Bob Struble, Cathy and Pete
Searer and Paula Clemens.

Advertising cost in Vapor Locks. One sixth page $12.00 and one third page
$24.00 per year.
Classified Ads: For Sale or Wanted are Free of charge to members. Please
include Name, Price (if selling), Phone and E-mail Address.
Articles in this newsletter may be reprinted, providing proper credit is given.

Finally I would like to congratulate – again – Gladys Guyer as the AMR
member of the year. No one does more for this club year in and year out.
Again, I hope everyone is well. All the best throughout the holidays!
Enjoy the ride!
Ernie and Susan

Welcome
New Members

Thomas and Phoebe Knepley
107 Winchester Court
State College, PA 16801
The Knepley’s own a 1935 Plymouth PJ Rumble Seat Coupe.

Allegheny Mountain Region, AACA
Annual Meeting
Smithfield Fire Hall, Smithfield, PA
November 9, 2013
The Annual Meeting of the Allegheny Mountain Region AACA was held
at the Smithfield Fire Hall following a delicious Turkey Dinner. Forty
three members were present.
President Ernie Romanini called the meeting to order at 5:05 P.M.
Jeff Boring gave the report of the Nominating Committee. The following
members were elected to the Board of Directors for the three year term
starting in January of 2014:
Pete Searer
Cathy Searer
Paula Clemens
Robert Struble
Jeff also announced that Gladys Guyer has again been elected Member of
the Year. Congratulations to all those elected.

Allegheny Mountain Region
Board of Directors Meeting
January 26, 2014
1:00 PM
Patton Township Building, State College
.

The building is located across the street from the Home Depot. From
Altoona - Rt. 99 Exit 69 Atherton St. At 1st light turn left onto Valley
Vista Dr. The Patton Township Building on the right at 1st light. Note Meeting Room sign as you pull into parking. If coming from the other
direction on Rt. 99 - take the Valley Vista Exit. Patton Township Bldg will
be on left at last light prior to Atherton St.
If you need additional information
contact President Romanini at 814-231-2678

Everyone is welcome!

President Romanini announced that the scholarship money has been sent
and our arrangement with Pennsylvania College of Technology is
completed for this year.
Ernie announced that Fred Hammer is arranging a tour to Winchester, VA
for September 5, 6 and 7, 2014.
Pat Swigart reported on the Lancaster trip that she and Fred are working
on for June 27, 28 and 29, 2014. It will be necessary to see how many are
interested in this tour as suggested before it can be finalized or if some
things should be changed because of cost. (See information in Vapor
Locks)
It was announced that Way’s Fruit Farm in State College now has a Dinner
Theater. The next show will be in June. We will continue to check on
this.
Paula Clemens reported that the next Cook’s Night Out will be November
20. She will check with Marzoni’s in Greenwood again. Gladys informed
us that Fred has suggested that everyone put a dollar in a basket and at the
end of the evening someone wins the money. This will be discussed at the
next dinner.
Gladys reported on the Region’s finances. Gladys also reported that the
Vapor Locks can no longer be mailed with staples in it. She can put them

Allegheny Mountain Region, AACA
Annual Meeting
in envelopes or use four stickers. It was suggested that she use the
envelopes.
Gladys is including the membership renewal in the next Vapor Locks and
ask if the membership will remain the same.
Upon motion of Scott Deno, seconded by Harry Whitman it was decided
to retain the same amount of $15.00 a year.
Al Ingham stated that he feels that Gladys should get some remuneration
for all the good work that she does both as Treasurer and also as Vapor
Locks Editor. Upon motion of Al, seconded by Pat Swigart, it was decided
that Gladys will receive something for all she does. This amount will be
decided at the board meeting in January. Motion carried.
It was announced that the Christmas Dinner will be held on December 8 at
Hemlock Lodge in Duncansville. The registration form will be in the next
Vapor Locks with deadline being December 1.
Upon motion of Randy Clemens, seconded by Jeff Boring the meeting was
adjourned at 5:45 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Patricia B. Swigart, Treasurer

COOK’S CORNER
Easy Apple Cheese Ball
From Gladys Guyer

2 - 8 oz. packages Cream Cheese
1 8 oz. (2 cup) package of finely shredded sharp cheddar cheese
1 cup finely chopped apple
In a large bowl, combine softened cream cheese, 1 cup of the cheddar cheese
and apple. Combine well. Put on a piece of saran wrap and form into ball.
After ball is well shaped roll in remaining 1 cup of cheddar cheese or any nuts
if you prefer. Chill until ready to be eaten. Serve with your favorite cracker.

Quick Vegie Cheese Ball
From Gladys Guyer

2 – 8 oz. packages of cream
1 package ranch dip mix.
1 8 oz. (2 cup) package of finely shredded sharp cheddar cheese
1 jar real bacon bits
1 cup finely chopped peppers or any other vegies you prefer. If using peppers,
after chopping them place on a paper towel and pat moisture from them.
In a large bowl, combine softened cream cheese and ½ pack of ranch mix. (I
use ½ otherwise I think it is too salty) Mix well. Add 1 cup of the cheddar
cheese and vegies. Combine well. Put on a piece of saran wrap and form into
ball or log. After ball or log is well shaped roll in Real bacon bits. (I use name
brand not store brand). Can also roll in 1 cup of cheddar cheese or any nuts if
you prefer. Chill until ready to be eaten. Serve with your favorite cracker.

Recipe for Christmas All Year Long
Take a heap of child-like wonder that opens up our eyes
to the unexpected gifts in life—each day a sweet surprise.
Mix in fond appreciation for the people whom we know;
Like festive Christmas candles, each one has a special glow.
Add some giggles and some laughter, a dash of Christmas food,
Amazing how a piece of pie improves our attitude!
Stir it all with human kindness; wrap it up in love and peace,
Decorate with optimism, and our joy will never cease.
If we use this healthy recipe, we know we will remember
to be in the Christmas spirit, even when it's not December.
By Joanna Fuchs

Cover Story

My First Car Continued

My First Car
Submitted by Clair R. Grove

When I left home to join the Air Force in 1951, Dan and Dean used the Model
A to get through snow drifts. It was unstoppable with a set of chains on the
tires.

VJ Day, August 14th, 1944 stands out in my mind like a beacon. WWII was
over and my brother, A. Dean Grove, would be coming home. Everyone was
in a joyous mood. Church bells were ringing, horns were blowing and
families were having parties.

I returned home to the farm in 1955, now married and my model A was still
perking right along. Where the ’49 Ford wouldn’t go the ’28 Model A did.

After brother Dean arrived home he continued the farming operation that he
left when he joined the United States Army Air Corps. Just over the hill, new
neighbors arrived from Altoona. They decided a farming operation was to be
a new venture for them and it would be in the chicken business. They were
new to farming but savvy to things going on in Altoona, learning that Home
Taste Bakery Company would be getting a new fleet of trucks, selling all their
old 1930 Model A Fords they used during the war. Our neighbors purchased
two trucks for their business and brother Dean purchased one of them.
Thus began my first experience with the Model A Fords. I was 13 years old at
the time and loved that truck. I hauled manure, hay, and lumber with it. I
could set points, grease it, change the oil, fix the brakes, clutch etc.
th

The story continues when I celebrated my 16 birthday and Dad offered me
the family car, a 1940 Willys as a birthday gift. His plans were to by a new
1949 Ford. “Thanks a lot Dad,” I told him, “but I’m saving my money for a
Model A Car and I have $23.00 saved up.” “OK”, Dad said, and that ended
the conversation or so I thought.
Dad worked for the P.R.R. boarding at his cousin’s home on 13th street in
Altoona. On the next block lived a retired school teacher who planned to sell
her 1928 Model A Sport Coupe for $175. Dad discovered she walked the 2
blocks to school in good weather and drove the car when the walks were icy.
Well Dad was ready to make a deal. He called to ask if this ’28 was to my
liking and I said it was but I didn’t have the money. I was ecstatic when Dad
told me that he and my brother would buy it for me and that I could just work
out the cost. What a deal!

We began once more to use the ’28 to haul sweet corn to Snare Brothers in
Smithfield. Weaver’s Clover Farm store in Huntingdon bought eggs and
produce. We sold corn to J.C. Blair Hospital, hauling it on the front fenders.
Eggs were placed in the rumble seat. Chickens freshly cleaned were cooled in
Spring water in wash tubs and wrapped in heavy sheets (ice was unheard of)
and then put on the carriers taking them as quickly as possible to the Penn
Hunt Hotel on Allegheny Street and to Sausman’s Restaurant on 4th Street.
In 1955 we purchased a herd of cow, shipping the milk in cans. Again the
Model A was put to use as a pickup truck. The rumble seat was removed and
a wooded bed was built accommodating the six milk cans. We also used the
bed for hauling tools for timbering, gas, power saws oil etc.
After I purchased a pickup truck in 1961 the Model A was put into retirement.
Then we decided to have it restored, taking it to Howard Bigley, who had a
shop behind Laney’s Feed Mill. The Model A was in his shop when hurricane
Agnes in 1972 flooded our area with the flood completely covering it. Mr.
Bigley had to clean the mud which was very caustic due to the chemicals in
the flood water, re-upholstering the inside, putting on a new top, repainting the
body. The car today is much the same as when he completed the task in 1975
except for new tires and miscellaneous parts as plugs and points.
We continue to enjoy driving it today as I did 64 years ago. Only then there
were two people on the fenders, five in the front seat and four in the rumble
seat when we went to drive-in movies. There were no seat belts to worry with
and gas was 18 cents a gallon…fill-up was less than $2.00!! Wages were
$1.00 a day. At 22 miles to the gallon, I could do a lot of traveling for two
bucks. Life doesn’t get much better than that.

The next step was to get the car. Driving it home from Altoona, we
discovered the radiator was plugged from not being run and it boiled like a tea
kettle. So, an engine over-haul was the next job along with a new clutch and
pressure plate and she was ready for the road.

My first car continues to provide pleasure to our family. Incidentally, the
’30 AA truck is still in my possession. A Galion dump bed was installed,
enabling us to haul wood, stone, sand etc. with it. Because Ford made
hardened intake valves like exhaust valves, unleaded gas is no problem,
working well without additives.

We used that A Model for everything from hauling produce and chickens to
Huntingdon, to taking eggs and chickens across the mountain to Leamersville

“Henry Ford’s” Model A’s have been a reliable source of help in our
framing business for the last 65 years and continue to do so today!

to the sale barn. I raised sweet corn, chicken, sold eggs and worked the
threshing crew to help pay for that car.

Calendar of Events
2013 - 2014

Action against Ethanol
By Herb Oaks -- VP Legislation

Christmas Party at Halbritter’s Laurel Lodge,
Altoona
Board of Directors/Membership meeting Patton
Township Building, State College @1:00
AACA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia

Since my last article on “Action against Ethanol”, a
lot has happened. We have gotten some attention
with our opposition. AACA joined with SEMA and
the AMA to oppose Ethanol in fuel. The Hemmings
News article with pictures of the three organizations
meeting at the Capital in Washington, DC in June
was a powerful article. It received 76 comments, all
favorable, in our fight against Ethanol in fuel. The
impression is that AACA is taking a leadership role
on the issue and I hope it continues to encourage our
members to act. You can view the Washington rally on the AACA forum.

December 8

I have done some research on how this all came about. Former Vice President
Gore and many oil-industry supporters were dubious about the feasibility of using
Ethanol in gasoline blends, as mandated in the U.S. Renew-able Fuel Standard.
This regulation was intended to reduce dependence on foreign oil, make emissions
cleaner and decrease gasoline prices. Causes we can all agree upon. The Ethanol
mandate has failed on most fronts we believe. For instance, for months unleaded
gasoline has remained over $3.00 per gallon. According to the American
Automobile Association, this is the first time in US history this has happened.

December 18

Damons Grill at 1031 E. College Ave. State College,
PA 16801. Contact Ernie 814-231-2678

January 15

Jean Bennet Tavern Restaurant at 6048 Lincoln
Highway, Bedford, Pa 15522 Contact Juldy Lloyd
at 814-327-8191

Nationwide Ethanol had the unattended consequence of driving up food prices.
The Ethanol mandate eats up about 40% of US corn and 15% of global corn
supply. This naturally drives up food and feed costs. The automotive industry has
made great strides recently in improving fuel efficiency and the Nation needs
affordable oil and gasoline to fuel its needs and economy . Ethanol is not
providing the answer we need. It’s time to get the corn out of gasoline.
You are seeing more and more gas stations with banners advertising “We sell real
gas – Ethanol free”. I saw this in Chattanooga while on the Glidden Tour and it
was quite a sight to see a long line of antique automobiles waiting their turn to fill
up. Right here in my home town, Jacksonville, NC, we have added 5 more
stations that now have a pump with Ethanol free gasoline. Yes, the fact is Ethanol
free gasoline costs more. But as an old advertising slogan stated – “Pay me now or
pay me later”. As a chemical, Ethanol increases water formations which can than
corrode metals. Ethanol can also dissolve plastic and rubber. Both types of
reactions damage our engines and fuel systems.
If everyone who is an AACA member would write their public officials in
Washington, we can make a difference. Remember, if you do not “get in the
game” then you can-not complain! Reach out to your congressmen on all is-sues
that affect our hobby-it is important!

January 26
February 6-8

Cook’s Night Out Schedule
Time 6:30

Cook Book

Glidden Tour 2013

Opportunity

Chattanooga Tennessee
September 8-13
Sponsored by the Chickamauga Region
Submitted by Emery Turner

The Swigart Museum will be
compiling a cookbook as a
fundraiser for the Museum. Pat,
Marge and Betty would love to
include some of your favorite recipes.
This is a wonderful opportunity for you to help the Swigart
Museum and…….have YOUR fabulous recipes printed including
your name and address.
The Cookbook will be ready for sale at the next Swigart Meet
August 8, 9, 10 2014.
Please submit your favorite recipes including your name and
address to one of the following.
E-mail – Tours@swigartmuseum.com
Mail: The Swigart Museum
Box 214 Museum Park
Huntingdon, PA 16652

Congratulations
Newly elected Board of Directors
for the term 2014-2015-2016

“Pete Searer”
“Robert Struble”

“Paula Clemens”
“Cathy Searer”

The Glidden Tour headquarters were in the renovated Chattanooga
Passenger Train Station. Some of the tracks are still there, some old
passenger cars are on them, and renovated for sleeping quarters for guests.
Because the buildings are very far apart, free golf carts were provided to
transport guests between places.
One thing that impresses Shelah and I was the price of gasoline which was
about $3.20 a gallon compared to $3.60 here. We drove over 100 miles
each day during the tour on steep mountain roads with sharp turns and
narrow roads. Needless to say the AAA Service Vehicles were busy
hauling breakdowns back to the headquarters. In most cases they were
repaired and back on the road that day or the next.
Monday was a tour to the top of Lookout Mountain to tour Rock City.
Leaving here we traveled back to ride the Southern Belle on a trip on the
Tennessee River. Another stop was at the Cooker Tire Company to see his
collection of cars. Our next stop was at the Towing Museum where there
is a collection of wreckers from the WW2 era to the present. Some were
home made by garages to meet their needs.
Tuesday was a tour to Chickamauga, Georgia. Guess what”. It was more
up and down steel hills with sharp turns and narrow roads. We toured the
Lee Gordon Mansion and a tour to the old grist mill. There was also a
Civil War Reenactment and a Battlefield Tour.
Wednesday was a tour to Raccoon Mountain, more steep hills, sharp turns
and narrow roads to the Visitors Center Overlook of Laurel Point. Here is
a large Lake on top of the mountain filled with water pumped from the
Tennessee River to help control floods of the Tennessee River. Out next
stop was for a train ride on the Tennessee Valley Railroad and a visit to the
Railroad Museum. Another stop was to tour the Kayo Erwin’s collection.
Thursday was a tour to the tour of South Pittsburg, TN. Here the town
blocked off the main street for us to park and show our cars and visit the
many shops. I think we fulfilled their expectation because a lot of tour
members were seen carrying packages back to their cars. Out next stop
was to Sewanee for lunch at the University of the South, which was
established in 1857. We could then make a stop at the Dutch Maid Bakery

From The Editor

Glidden Tour 2013 Con’T

It is hard to believe that this is the last issue of Vapor
Locks for 2013. I hope you have enjoyed the contents
of each issue throughout the year. I would like to
thank each person and let them know how I appreciate
all of the contributions.

which was founded in 1902 and is the oldest family owned bakery in TN.
It still uses some of the traditional recipes.
Friday was a tour to Red Clay at Cleveland, TN. There were more steep
hills, sharp turns and narrow roads. Even though we were on many of
these roads there was very little traffic on them. We toured the Red Clay
Historical Park. Most of us tried to make this as short a day as possible so
we could return, get our cars loaded to leave the next morning and get
ready for the Closing Banquet that evening.
The 2013 68th Glidden Tour was very entertaining, enjoyable and
rewarding. This was our 23 Glidden Tour and we have enjoyed every one
of them. On the return home we decided to take a side trip and spend a
few days in Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg. MAJOR MISTAKE! When we
pulled into Pigeon Forge we were in the middle of a Muscle Car
Convention. Both sides of the road were lined with all types of
automobiles in different stages of reconstruction, and most were for sale.
Both sides of the street were lined with folding chairs for spectators to sit
and watch the traffic. Both North and South lanes were filled with
vehicles moving less than a cars length at a time. We were in the center
lane and on both sides of us were vehicles trying to demonstrate how loud
and long they could make their motors roar at top RPM. After about 11/2
hours we were able to get through town and back to where we could pull
off on a side street and enjoy a delicious meal at the Old Mill Restaurant.
As we were leaving here we learned of a back road we could travel on to
get back to our hotel, which was at the other end of town, without going
through that traffic mess. The rest of journey home contained no other
major events and were glad to finally get there.

Allegheny Mountain Region had 12 members travelling on the 2013
Glidden Tour. Scott and Ellen Deno; Pat Swigart; Shelah and Emery
Turner; Dave Kontor; Nick and Della Sabatino; Dan and Susan Faretta;
Steve and Blanch Gordon.

Our Region has many members that make our club successful. I would
like to give a special THANK YOU to Clair Grove for sharing his “Model
A” story with us in this issue.
No doubt many of you have the “old car” tucked in for a long winters nap.
While the cars are napping it will be a great time to get involved with the
club.
Members will work together; donate their time and effort to plan events for
2014. Ideas and input are always needed and welcome. There is no better
time to get active in the club than today!!
We will continue to have “Cook’s Night Out”. It has been a great success.
It is a wonderful evening of fellowship. Places and dates are elsewhere in
Vapor Locks.
The holidays are fast approaching and Mary Ingham and Paula Clemens
planned a wonderful Christmas Party for members to enjoy. (Complete
information is elsewhere in this issue). Plan to participate!!! YOU WILL
HAVE A GREAT TIME. Our club has great events and great members!
Your 2014 membership renewal is included in this issue of Vapor Locks.
Membership renewal will be the same as last year, $15.00. Remember
there are deadlines Secretary Swigart has to meet. Please make her job a
little easier and mail your renewal to her before December 31.
Don’t forget, webmaster Scott Deno continues to put each issue of Vapor
Locks (which is in full color) and other information on Allegheny
Mountain Region’s website www.aaca.org/allegheny.
Enjoy your friends and family throughout the entire holiday season.
Meet you in the next issue.
Gladys

JUST FOR THOUGHT
On Santa's Team
My grandma taught me everything about
Christmas. I was just a kid. I remember tearing
across town on my bike to visit her on the day
my big sister dropped the bomb: "There is no
Santa Claus," jeered my sister. "Even dummies know that!"
My grandma was not the gushy kind, never had been. I fled to her that day
because I knew she would be straight with me. I knew Grandma always
told the truth, and I knew that the truth always went down a whole lot
easier when swallowed with one of her world-famous cinnamon buns.
Grandma was home, and the buns were still warm. Between bites, I told
her everything. She was ready for me. "No Santa Claus!" she snorted.
"Ridiculous! Don't believe it. That rumor has been going around for years,
and it makes me mad, plain mad. Now, put on your coat, and let's go."
"Go? Go where, Grandma?" I asked. I hadn't even finished my second
cinnamon bun.
"Where" turned out to be Kerby's General Store, the one store in town that
had a little bit of just about everything. As we walked through its doors,
Grandma handed me ten dollars. That was a bundle in those days. “Take
this money,” she said, “and buy something for someone who needs it”. I'll
wait for you in the car." Then she turned and walked out of Kerby's.
I was only eight years old. I'd often gone shopping with my mother, but
never had I shopped for anything all by myself. The store seemed big and
crowded, full of people scrambling to finish their Christmas shopping. For
a few moments I just stood there, confused, clutching that ten-dollar bill,
wondering what to buy, and who on earth to buy it for. I thought of
everybody I knew: my family, my friends, my neighbors, the kids at
school, the people who went to my church.
I was just about thought out, when I suddenly thought of Bobbie Decker.
He was a kid with bad breath and messy hair, and he sat right behind me in
Mrs. Pollock's grade-two class. Bobbie Decker didn't have a coat. I knew
that because he never went out for recess during the winter. His mother
always wrote a note, telling the teacher that he had a cough; but all we kids
knew that Bobbie Decker didn't have a cough, and he didn't have a coat.
I fingered the ten-dollar bill with growing excitement. I would buy Bobbie
Decker a coat. I settled on a red corduroy one that had a hood to it. It
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looked real warm, and he would like that. I didn't
see a price tag, but ten dollars ought to buy
anything. I put the coat and my ten-dollar bill on
the counter and pushed them toward the lady
behind it.
She looked at the coat, the money, and me. "Is
this a Christmas present for someone?" she asked
kindly. "Yes," I replied shyly. "It's for Bobbie.
He's in my class, and he doesn't have a coat." The nice lady smiled at me.
I didn't get any change, but she put the coat in a bag and wished me a
Merry Christmas.
That evening, Grandma helped me wrap the coat in Christmas paper and
ribbons, and write, "To Bobbie, From Santa Claus" on it ... Grandma said
that Santa always insisted on secrecy.
Then she drove me over to Bobbie Decker's house, explaining as we went
that I was now and forever officially one of Santa's helpers. Grandma
parked down the street from Bobbie's house, and she and I crept
noiselessly and hid in the bushes by his front walk. Suddenly, Grandma
gave me a nudge. "All right, Santa Claus," she whispered, "get going."
I took a deep breath, dashed for his front door, threw the present down on
his step, pounded his doorbell twice and flew back to the safety of the
bushes and Grandma. Together we waited breathlessly in the darkness for
the front door to open. Finally it did, and there stood Bobbie. He looked
down, looked around, picked up his present, took it inside and closed the
door.
Forty years haven't dimmed the thrill of those moments spent shivering,
beside my grandma, in Bobbie Decker's bushes. That night, I realized that
those awful rumors about Santa Claus were just what Grandma said they
were: Ridiculous!
Santa was alive and well ... AND WE WERE ON HIS TEAM!

Happy Holidays!!

Fall Dinner

Harvestfest
Car Show

November 9, 2013

September 29, 2013

Pat Swigart and Gladys Guyer

Pat Swigart Paula Clemens, Gladys Guyer along
with the man power of Randy Clemens and Bill Guyer had preparations
completed for members to arrive at the Fall Dinner. The “guys” were on
table moving and the “girls” took care of decorating and assembling the
appetizers. The guys were also on taste test duty to make sure everything
was ok. Do you guys have any recommendations?
It was a beautiful autumn day to enjoy being out and about driving to the
Smithfield Fire Hall. So… beautiful, some members arrived at the Fire
Hall in their antique cars.
Just as it was a beautiful autumn day outside, the inside looked the same.
Paula and Gladys had the tables were adorned with festive decorations.
As members arrived, Pat and Gladys greeted everyone with a hello and a
smile. The social hour began at 3:00 for everyone to enjoy each other’s
company. The appetizer table was lined with chicken salad shells, cheese
balls, crackers, nuts, cheese cubes and Pat’s special punch.
At 4:00 President Romanini asked for everyone to take a seat. Carol
Grove offered a wonderful invocation. Immediately following everyone
enjoyed a full course turkey meal with all the trimmings. DELICIOUS!!
After everyone had enjoyed the meal, President Romanini made sure that
everyone had voted for the 2014 Board of Directors and Person of the
Year. The nominating committee consisting of Jeff Boring and Scott Deno
tabulated the votes while President Romanini began the annual meeting.
Topics of interest for the Region were discussed. Treasurer Gladys
reported on the club finances. Results of the election were announced.
(see Annual Meeting article elsewhere in Vapor Locks.)
A thank-you was given to the Smithfield Fire hall auxiliary for the
wonderful meal.
Thank you to everyone who came to the dinner and meeting. Everyone
had a wonderful time.

Event planners Bill and Jackie Forsht
Photos by Charlie Cates and Bill Forsht

Ingredients: Great weather, great vehicles, great people and of course great
food. Combine all of these and you have a recipe for a GREAT DAY!!
Bill and Jackie Forsht
arrived at the show field
and had the registration
table set up by 9:00.
Shortly after, the beautiful
vehicles started to arrive.
Jackie and Mickie Loy
greeted those attending and
handled
the
vehicle
registration process. The
first
100
participants
received a dash plaque
featuring Ed Friedman’s
gorgeous Ford Model “A”
Popcorn Wagon.

Popcorn anyone?

Each vehicle received free tickets to the park and a free ice cream coupon and
a ticket for a participant drawing. Zach Borning delivered a gift box of
Delgrosso’s delicious sauces to each vehicle donated by the Delgrosso Family.
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Under the guidance of Bill
Forsht and his talented team
of parking attendants, Al
Ingham, Jeff Boring, Scott
Deno and Bill Loy. the
show field was lined with
beautiful vehicles. By the
time registration closed
there were 125 vehicles on
the field.
WOW!! An
outstanding show!!
Over in the park there was
food, food and more food. Everything from apple dumplings to sweet potato
fries, homemade potato chips and much more. Area crafters were on location
to showcase their special crafting talents and having a good sales day.
Produce was very abundant
for the “Harvestfest”. There
was also entertainment and
other special features.
A
wonderful day for all to
enjoy.
On the show side there was a
crowd
of
antique
car
enthusiasts strolling the show
field, visiting and talking
about vehicles. It was clear
that everyone was enjoying the day, the people, the cars and the weather.
At the closing of the show
everyone gathered for a
participant
drawing.
By
random drawing, Sheetz gift
cards were presented to the
lucky person whose ticket
was drawn.
Allegheny Mountain Region
would like to thank everyone
who brought their vehicles to
support the show.
Special thanks to event planners Bill and Jackie and everyone who helped
make the day a success.
Looking forward to seeing you at next year’s show.

Just For Laughs
From Emery Turner

Big Boss
If you've ever worked for a boss who reacts before getting the facts and
thinking things through, you will love this!
Arcelor-Mittal Steel, feeling it was time for a shakeup, hired a new CEO.
The new boss was determined to rid the company of all slackers.
On a tour of the facilities, the CEO noticed a guy leaning against a wall.
The room was full of workers and he wanted to let them know that he
meant business. He asked the guy, "How much money do you make a
week?"
A little surprised, the young man looked at him and said, "I make $400 a
week.
Why?"
The CEO said, "Wait right here." He walked back to his office, came back
in two minutes, and handed the guy $1,600 in cash and said, "Here's four
weeks' pay. Now GET OUT and don't come back."
Feeling pretty good about himself the CEO looked around the room and
asked, "Does anyone want to tell me what that goof-ball did here?"
From across the room a voice said, "Pizza delivery guy from Domino's.

Careful Of Those Sporting Goods Stores
There was a bit of confusion at the Cabela’s Sporting Goods store
yesterday morning.
When a guy was ready to pay for his purchases of gunpowder and bullets,
the cashier said, "Strip down, facing me."
Making a mental note to complain to the NRA about the gun control
whackos running amok, the guy did just as she had instructed.
When the hysterical shrieking and alarms finally subsided, the guy found
out that she was referring to how he should place his credit card in the
card-reader.
The guy has been asked to shop elsewhere in the future.
They need to make their instructions to us seniors a little clearer!

COOK’S NIGHT OUT
No cooking tonight!!

YESTER YEARS NEWS
From Emery Turner

Report by Gladys Guyer

Cook’s Night Out continues to be well
attended so it is no surprise that it is a
great success.
Allegheny Mountain Regions covers a lot of area so members
participating in “Cooks Night Out” travel to various restaurants
in different towns. By changing towns the same members do not
have to travel the distance each month. Travel gets divided and
this strategy seems to be working very well.
Cook’s Night Creator Fred Hammer (who by the way is basking
in sunny Florida) has another idea for the evening. The idea is
to have every person attending put your name and $1 donation in
a basket (only if you want to) and at the end of the evening a
name is drawn and guess what? If your name is chosen from the
basket your meal could be paid for. Can it get any better?
At the January Board/membership meeting the next few
restaurants will be chosen. If you have a favorite restaurant in
your town, why not come to the meeting and share your
thoughts with us. The only criteria are there must be food and
the place must be able to accommodate 30 or more in one area,
preferable a separate room. If you can’t make the meeting you
can always e-mail or call our President Ernie Romanini with your
thoughts.
“Cooks Night Out” is for all members to get
together, socialize, spend a relaxing evening together and it
doesn’t hurt to give the “Cook” the night off.
Cook’s Night Out places and time are found on the Calender of
Events page in Vapor Locks. If you know in advance, please
contact the Cook’s Night Coordinator listed for the month if
you are planning to attend.
Plan to give your “Cook” the night off and join us in December.

Hours after Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the Secret Service found
themselves in a bind. President Franklin D. Roosevelt was to give
his infamy speech to Congress the next day, and although the trip from the
White House to Capitol Hill was short, agents weren’t sure how to
transport him safely.
At the time, Federal Law prohibited buying any cars that cost more than
$750, so they would have to get clearance from Congress to do that, and
nobody had time for that.
One of the Secret Service members, however, remembered that the US
Treasury had seized the bulletproof car that mobster Al Capone owned
when he was sent to jail in 1931. They cleaned it, made sure it was
running fine and had it ready for the President the day after.

And run properly it did. Capone’s car was a sight to behold. It had been
painted black and green so as to look identical to Chicago’s police cars at
the time. It also had a specially installed siren and flashing lights hidden
behind the grille, along with a police scanner radio. To top it off, the
gangster’s 1928 Cadillac 341A Town Sedan had 3,000 pounds of armor
and inch-thick bulletproof windows. Mechanics are said to have cleaned
and checked each feature of the Caddy well into the night of December
7th, to make sure that it would run properly the next day for the
Commander in Chief.
The car was sold at an auction price of $341,000 in 2012.

CAR REPAIR MAILER.
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR ADVERTISEMENT IN 1928...

SENT ON A PENNY POSTCARD
Submitted by Patrick Boab

You’re Invited
December 8, 2013
Allegheny Mountain Region members are invited to attend the last
event for 2013. The annual Christmas Party!! The party will be held
at Barry and Marlene Halbritter’s Laurel Lodge in Altoona.
Mary Ingham is finalizing the party plans using the same caterer as
last year’s party. The festivities will begin at 1:00 followed by our
meal at 2:00.
The menu will be a variety of fresh appetizers, stuffed chicken breast,
carved marinated Beef Round, buttered whipped potatoes, vegetable
medley, dessert and beverage.
Directions to Laurel Lodge, 2319 Sugar Run Road Duncansville.
Take I-99 West to exit Plank road, exit right lane, get in far left lane,
make left onto Goods Lane, mall on right stay on this road for 5 stop
lights. Make left at light onto Route 764, Sheetz is on right, go to 2nd
light make right turn onto Burns Ave over railroad tracks, go about
1/2 mile or more make quick left over bridge and quick right, you are
now on Sugar Run Road stay on this road for about 1 1/2 miles maybe
more or less.

WATCH FOR LAUREL LODGE SIGN ON LEFT.
MAIL YOUR RESERVATION IMMEDIATELY!!

ATTENTION

Allegheny Mountain Region
Members
It is time to renew your 2014 membership.
Please take a minute and complete the
renewal application in this issue of Vapor
Locks. It would be greatly appreciated if
you would return your renewal to Pat
Swigart by December 31.
Please include all information that is
requested. This helps keep all addresses
and phone numbers and e-mail up-to-date.

78th ANNUAL MEETING
ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA
February 6-8, 2014
Philadelphia, PA
Meeting
Trade Shows
Seminars
Lady’s Breakfast
President’s Dinner
Auction
National Judging Schools
National Awards Banquet

COME AND ENJOY!!!

CAR WE MAY NEVER SEE AGAIN
From Patrick Boab

Secretary Swigart must meet the national
deadline with current information on
membership so please be prompt with your
renewal.
Thank you in advance for your courteous
response.
Treasurer,
Gladys Guyer

What would you give today for this 1951 Buick LeSabre?

2014 TOUR
LANCASTER AREA
Pat Swigart and Fred Hammer
Fred Hammer and I have been working on a 3 day tour to the Lancaster
area for the end of June.
Fred has suggested that we go to see The Music Man at the Dutch Apple
Dinner Theater. The cost would be $49.00 per person and the hotel beside
the theater would give us a group rate of $139 a night. We would also
have several places to visit that would either have no admission cost or
very little.
We are still planning on a tour for that area but if we don’t have enough
people interested in going to the show we would eliminate that from our
itinerary.
In order to know whether to go ahead with these plans for the Dinner
Theater it is necessary to know how many would be going. Please either
call me at 814-251-2299 or e- mail me at pbts@pennswoods.net. and let
me know if you would be interested in going on the tour and would like to
go to the dinner theater.
It would also be necessary for me to have the money for the theater by
January 15 in order to guarantee the purchase of the tickets
Pat Swigart.

Quote of the Day
A journey is best measured in friends, rather than miles.”
Author Tim Cahill

CHANNELLOCK
Channellock is an American company that
produces hand tools. It is best known for its pliers. The company
manufactures more than 120 types of pliers, particularly its eponymous
style of tongue-and-groove, slip-joint pliers. Its pliers have distinctive
blue grips; the company has been using the same trademarked shade of
blue since 1956.
It also produces cutting pliers, linemen's pliers, long nose pliers, adjustable
wrenches, screwdrivers, nutdrivers and special purpose pliers, as well as
multi-function tools for the fire service and other first responders. All of
its pliers are manufactured at one of its two facilities in Meadville, PA.
The company was founded in 1886 when George B. DeArment, a
blacksmith from Evansburg, PA, began hand-forging farrier's tools and
selling them from town to town out of the back of a wagon. The business
eventually became known as the Champion Bolt and Clipper Company.
In 1904, the company moved to a 12,000-square-foot facility in Meadville,
Pennsylvania and added nippers, pinchers and open-end wrenches to its
product line. George B. DeArment’s two sons, Almon W. and J. Howard
DeArment, became partners in the company in 1911 and expanded the
product line again to include hammers. In 1923, the company moved
again to a 33,000-square-foot facility at its current location in Meadville.
Four years later, the name of the company was changed to the Champion–
DeArment Tool Company.
In 1933, Chief Engineer Howard Manning developed the tongue-andgroove, slip-joint pliers for which the company is known. In 1934, a
patent for this design was granted, and in 1949, a trademark for the name
"Channellock" was granted, with a first-use date of May 1, 1932
From this point to the 1960s, the company began to focus more on the fastgrowing pliers side of its business, developing improvements to the
original design.
The word “Channellock” eventually became so
synonymous with their product that the company changed its name to
Channellock, Inc. in 1963 to capitalize on the popularity of its product.
Channellock, Inc. is now run by the fifth generation of the DeArment
family with William S. DeArment serving as president and CEO. The
company is based out of two facilities, equaling a total of 230,000 square
feet in Meadville. With nearly 400 full-time employees, Channellock, Inc.
is among the largest employers in Crawford County, Pennsylvania. The
company has more than 4,000 U.S. wholesale and retail customers and
ships to customers in 45 countries.
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September 21 and 22, 2013
Tour planners Fred and Nina Hammer
The tour weekend was fast approaching and the weather forecast was not
the one we had been hoping for. Even though a few couples cancelled,
that did not stop the faithful tour group from heading out from Eat N Park
in State College. Those participating in the tour were our wonderful
leaders, Fred and Nina Hammer, Paris and Jeannie Hindsman. Scott and
Ellen Deno, Pat Swigart, Marge Cutright, Bill and Judy Lloyd, Ralph and
Alice Feather, Don and Carol Foor, Bill and Gladys Guyer. We left Eat N
Park right on time 10:00 a.m. and headed on our way.
Our first stop on the
tour was the historic
Centre
Furnace
Mansion House. This
historic mansion and
nearby iron furnace
stack represent the 18th
century beginnings of
the
charcoal
iron
industry in the central
Pennsylvania area, and
the
19th
century
beginnings of the Pennsylvania State University. It was the home of Centre
Furnace ironmaster Moses Thompson, his wife Mary Irvin Thompson, and
their children from 1842-1891.
We left the Mansion and through the rain drops enjoyed a leisurely drive
to our lunch stop at Mountain Valley Diner in Wingate. There were no
complaints with the food, the friends or even the weather. When you are
out on a tour, you just have to take part realizing that there is always a
possibly of rain but hoping there is not.

As the showers lingered, we proceeded with our journey. As we neared
our next stop, the showers were continuing so we did a drive by of the
Birthplace of movie star Tom Mix. The big attraction was Tom Mix's
celebrity outhouse.
The
Flaughs, the museum's
husband and wife owners,
though well-meaning were
occasionally desperate for
company and were black
holes of Mix trivia; they
could talk to you about
every single photo, clipping,
and collectable in the small
Museum. In order to build a monument on the site, the Flaughs sold
square inches of the land for $10. Ronald Reagan bought ten square
inches, and the Flaughs gave out Xeroxes of his $100 check to all visitors.
Over his square inch is a sign reading, "The President of the United States
Owns This Lot."
As we journeyed on at a slow pace, our eyes were scanning the sides of the
road hoping to catch a glimpse of some elk, bear, or deer. Some of our
tour group did spot a few elk. We arrived at Benezette Visitors Center and
it was still raining. Now one may
think that no one would be at the
visitor’s center in the rain. WRONG.
I think everyone from Pennsylvania
thought they would visit that
Saturday. It was packed with people
hoping as we were to see “the elk.”
Reports from our group were that
some were seen. Not as many or at the
close distance we had all hoped for.
Bill and I only saw a few at a distance.
Everyone regrouped for dinner and headed for The Best Western in
Dubois, our accommodations for the night. Everyone arrived safely and
checked in. We then gathered in the lobby for socializing. On these tours
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we just never know what to expect and this one was no different. This
time we had our own magician. Don Foor entertained us with a variety of
great magic tricks. Ellen Deno can vouch for this as she helped with a
very unique trick. You will have to go with us the next time to see it.
Thank you Don for a great show!! Everyone retired to our room to get a
good night’s sleep to begin the next day.
Sunday morning started with a nice complimentary breakfast, good friends
and sunny skies. What more could we ask for?
Fred and Nina once again led us
to Saint Marys to visit the
Bucksagahuda
&
Western
Railroad Company.
The B&W got started in 1966
when the Bauer brothers of St.
Marys, PA, purchased a Germanbuilt steam locomotive through
an advertisement in Trains
magazine, and shipped the engine
from Germany through Philadelphia to St. Marys. The first 15 feet of
track were laid here just before the locomotive arrived, and the original
engine house had to be built around the engine! After reconditioning this
first locomotive, other equipment, rails, ties, and supplies were acquired
over the years, notably in 1981 when the Joyce National Powder Co. of
Eldred (PA) donated the entire plant railroad. With this additional
equipment, interest in the project continued to grow and something new is
added every few years. The large engine house was first constructed in
1983 and enlarged twice; the bridge built in 1985, the loop of track
finished in 1986, and the turntable and water tower were added in 1992. In
1993, they acquired a diesel-electric locomotive and a Shay-type steam
locomotive, also in recent
year’s two additional engine
house buildings and a 60’
standard gauge boxcar were
added
for
additional
storage. The last few years
have also seen construction
of a quarter-mile branch
line on the original St.
Marys and Southwestern
Railroad grade.
Our Group.

When the tour of the
facility was complete
we stepped aboard and
went for a ride on one
of the trains. Returning
to the station we posed
for a few photos.
After bidding farewell
to the Railroad, lunch
time was nearing and
Only Fred!
we could not miss a
meal so we headed to Hosses. While we were enjoying our lunch, our

Hosses manager congratulating Don!

Alice & Hosses Manager with car entry

server relayed to everyone that
Hosses was participating in a “giveaway program”. She gave each one of
us a scratch off ticket. Excitedly we all scratched our ticket. Guess what?
We had two winners. Don Foor won an iPad valued at $500. Alice
Feather won a chance for a new Ford Vehicle at the final Grand prize
drawing for all the Hosses. Alice did not win the Ford but she did receive
a gift card from Hosses.
We would next
visit T and D
Carvings. The
owners were
not home to
greet us (they
were at a wood
carving
competition)
but a neighbor
was willing to
give us the

Dawna and Tom
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opportunity to look at their work.. Y
and D Carvings do what you may call
extreme log make overs. It is exquisite
chain saw art. Every carving is hand
crafted from start to finish.
Dawna and Tom Ceriani started
exploring chainsaw carving the end of
2000 and have been growing in the art
ever since. Both are self-taught, but
have had influences from other
wonderful carvers from around the
world. Because they are one of the
few husband and wife carving teams,
they are known as the "Sweetheart
Carvers" in the carving world. Each

Phenomenal Work

has their own individual art form
They have been part of
invitational only competitions,
been guests at nationally
recognized carver shows and had
the excitement of doing tag team
speed carves. Dawna was in a
speed carve against some of the

This was a great place to visit and Many of us would like to see
Dawna and Tom in action. Hmmm maybe another tour?
Moving on the group headed for the
Laurel Mountain Winery in Falls
Creek. The winery was established in
1995 and in a restored barn of the
1900’s. Here we did some browsed
the antique tool museum, gift shop, did
wine tasting of many varieties and
made a few purchases.
The day was going by quickly so it
was time to depart to the famous
The Winery
Denny’s Beer Barel Pub in Clearfield.
The Pub was founded by Denny and Jean Liegey in September 1977
growing from a small 600 square foot
establishment to its current size. They
are nationally known as the home of
the "World's Largest Hamburger
Challenges" - this is where it all began.

One of a Kind Bench

Absolutely gorgeous

Chainsaw Carving Rendezvous in which they've been a part of since 2001.

biggest names in
the industry and
carved 16 one
foot bears in an
hour. I enjoy
preforming
in
speed
carves.
You may have
seen them at
festivals,
fairs
and
other
entertainment
shows.
The
biggest function
of the year is the
famous Ridgway

It started with a 2-pound burger
challenge, working up to its current
record of a 123-pound burger. Fame
started in earnest in 1996 with the
creation of the "Ye Olde 96er" a 6The Burger
pound burger with about 5 pounds of
toppings. Patrons take the challenge of
trying to finish it in the allocated time. College student Kate Stelnick of
Princeton, New Jersey, weighing 115 pounds was the first person to
successfully finish the 6-pound version,
This stop concluded the tour. Everyone made the last leg of the journey
home.

So Realistic

We would like to THANK Fred and Nina Hammer for planning a
SUPERB Tour. Everyone had a relaxing fun weekend

The 44 th Swigart Museum and
Allegheny Mountain Region
The 44th Swigart Museum Meet was a
HUGE success. The pleasant weather
in the low 80’s with gentle breezes
made a perfect weekend.
The Meet officially began with a
Friday evening. Everyone arrived
safely and relaxed while talking about
what had happened during the last
year and swap new stories. As meet veterans renewed friendships, new
comers were welcomed into the “meet family.” This is always a great way
to start the weekend and there was ice cream too!
Saturday morning, the mix of beautiful antique and classic automobiles at
Museum Park ranged from a 1925 Packard four door Sedan to a 1989
Lincoln Town Car to a 1968 Honda Dream Motorcycle.
Again this year in addition to the judging and showing of the autos, the
popular basket raffle was held. As in the past, there was an array of
enticing gift baskets. Tickets were sold throughout the day, which buyers
could place in a bad in front of the basket (s) they desired. The creative
baskets, which ranged from car care products, to kitchenware to back-toschool supplies and more, were donated.
Many passersby saw the cars and stopped in for a closer look. Everyone
was so enthusiastic – this was a marvelous meet from start to finish.
New to the Meet this year was a dinner-cruise on the Raystown Lake
aboard the Raystown Princess. Everyone had a great time.
The weekend concluded with a Sunday service.
Thank you to everyone who made the 44th Swigart Museum Meet a
Success.

The 44 th Swigart Museum
and the awards go to…
Class 1
1st Place Alan Swink
2nd Place Larrie Derman

1930 Ford Model A Coupe
1928 Ford Model A Tudor

Class 2
1st Place Scott Deno
2nd Place Red Hopkins

1929 Marmon Speedster
1925 Packard Sedan

Class 3
1st Place Thomas Knepley
2nd Place Walter Franz

1935 Plymouth PJ Coupe
1930 Chevy 2Dr. Coach

Class 5
1st Place Al Ingham
2nd Place Max Corkins

1955 Mercury Monterey Hardtop
1952 Studebaker Commander HT

Class 6
1st Place

Erik McDonough

1960 Austin Healey Sprite

Class 7
1st Place
2nd Place

Earl Eby
Harry Whitman

1967 Triumph TR-4 A
1966 Mustang Convertible

Class 8
1st Place
2nd Place

John Spearly
Ralph Kepner

1976 Pontiac Trans-Am Coupe
1977 Buick Riviera 2 Door HT

Class 9
1st Place

John Fosbrink

1980 Pontiac Lemans Coupe

Class 10
1st Place

Wilbur Elliott

1962 Ford T-bird Convertible

John Rumpf

1955 Ford Thunderbird

John Corson

1988 Lincoln HPO Cert. Town Car

Barb Isern

1968 Honda Dream Motorcycle

2nd Place
Class 12
1st place
Class 15
1st Place

The 44 th Swigart Museum

The 44 th Swigart Museum

John Kwiatkowski's 1970 VW Karmann Chia Convertible

Leon "Red" Hopkin’s 1925 Packard Sedan

Barb Isern's 1968 Honda Dream Motorcyle

Don and Carol Barlup's 1979 Lincoln Continental Mark V Limousine

Christmas Traditions at the White House
A Brief History of
In 1909, President William H. Taft's children helped decorate the first tree
on the state floor in the Blue Room.
The White House at Christmas traditionally has been a magical place for
children. From the earliest times memorable parties have been held for the
president's children or grandchildren. One of the most elaborate was
President Andrew Jackson's "frolic" for the children of his household in
1834. This party included games, dancing, a grand dinner, and ended with
an indoor "snowball fight" with specially made cotton balls.
President and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt hosted a "carnival" during the
1903 Christmas season for 500 children including dinner, dancing, musical
entertainment, souvenirs, and a special treat in the form of ice cream
formed in the shape of Santa and other Christmas novelties. President
Roosevelt, an avowed conservationist, did not approve of cutting trees for
Christmas decorations. However, his son Archie defied the ban and
smuggled in a small tree that was decorated and hidden in a closet in the
upstairs sewing room.

Christmas Traditions at the White House
A Brief History of

President Calvin Coolidge was the first chief executive to preside over a
public celebration of the Christmas holidays with the lighting of the
National Christmas Tree in 1923.

The White House observance of Christmas before the twentieth century
was not an official event.

Today, the Christmas Pageant of Peace, a major event held annually on the
Ellipse since 1954, includes the lighting of the National Christmas Tree.

First families decorated the house modestly with greens and privately
celebrated the Yuletide with family and friends.

This celebration respects the holiday worship of all faiths and features the
appearance of the first family to light the tree and host live musical and
dance performances.

The tradition of a placing a decorated tree in the White House began in
1889 on Christmas morning during the Presidency of Benjamin Harrison.
The President's grandchildren, young Benjamin and Mary McKee, led the
Harrison household into the second floor Oval Room to take a look at the
first White House Christmas tree, which was lit with candles. Filled
stockings hung from the mantel, and presents, candy and nuts were
distributed to family and staff. President Harrison gave turkeys and gloves
to his employees, and he received a silver-dollar-shaped picture holder
from his daughter, Mame Harrison McKee.
In 1894, three years after electricity was introduced in the White House,
the first electric lights on a family tree delighted the young daughters of
President Grover Cleveland.

First Lady Lou Henry Hoover established the custom of decorating an
official tree in the White House in 1929.
Since that time, the honor of trimming the Christmas tree on the state floor
has belonged to our first ladies. The tree stands in the oval Blue Room, an
elegant space honored as the center of holiday splendor.

Happy Holidays!

