
Muellerõs Auto 

RECYCLING & SALES INC . 

1555 Mill Run Rd 

Altoona, PA 16601 
WHY BUY NEW WHEN USED WILL DO ? 

 

          

 

1-800 -228 -8603 OR 814 -946 -1295  

 

John R. Mueller ð Owner  

J. Todd Mueller, Manager  

   

                           Office: 814-643-2024 

                       Museum 814-643-0885 

 
 

Swigart Museum  
Americaôs Oldest Automobile Museum 

 

 
Box 214 Museum Park 

Huntingdon, PA 16652 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

                           SPACE AVAILABLE  

 
 
 
 

 

 

         
 

                                                

                                                                    

                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñWe have the power to move the earthò 

Vapor Loc ks  

         
                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gary and Mary Halsnik's 

1967 Chevelle Ma l ibu 
 

 

 

 

Borex Inc .  
128 Ingham Drive 

Altoona, PA 16601 

814-942-7764 

Commercial and Residential Services 

Site Preparations 

Utility Construction  

Storm Water Management Systems 

Water Truck Rental  

Dump Trucks for Hire  

Lowboy Hauling Service 

Roadway Construction 

Machining Services 

Portable Line Boring 

Bore Welding 

Milling Machine  

Radial Arm Drilling Press 

Large Drill Bit Sharpening  

Tig, Mig and Stick Welding 

 

Gladys Guyer, Editor  

11800 Guyer Rd.  

Huntingdon, PA 16652  
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Antique & Collector  
Vehicle Appraisals  

 

                                             

Maefield Enterprises  

 

Ron Strapel, 1842 Marengo Rd. 

Warriors Mark, PA 16877 

Phone:  814-692-5578 

E-mail: collectorcar@windstream.net 

 

  JOHNNYõS U-PULL  IT  
        

Central PAôS First 

Self Service Auto Salvage 

 
BRING YOUR OWN TOOLS 

PULL YOUR OWN PARTS 

 AND SAVE MONEY  

 

1555 Mill Run Rd.                   Open 7 days a week 
Altoona, PA 16601                Mon. ï Sat. 8 to dusk 

814-946-1295                      Sunday 12 PM to 4 PM 

 

Larrie A. Derman                                                    FAX (814)-4178 

Owner-Supervisor                                                Cell (814) 935-3815 

(814) 684-3671 

DERMAN  
FUNERAL HOME INC. 

òProfessional Service With Dignityó 
 

Pre-Need Counseling                                       1200 Lincoln Avenue 

                                                                          Tyrone, PA 16686  
  

 
 

 
 

 

Space Available 
 

 

 
  

      

 

Somewhere In Time Classics 
          A division of Village Service Center 

          Route 104 ï Penns Creek, PA 17862  

                  
                          Len Krautheim ,Owner 

                        lkrautheim@peoplepc.com                 

         
                                        

(800) 326-9976 

Cell: (570) 850-0487 
Res: (570) 837-1370 

www.villageservice.com       
 

1995-Russell Bambarger 

1996-Russell Bambarger 

1997-Stanley B. Smith, Jr. 
1998-Stanley B. Smith, Jr. 

1999-John R. OôBrien 

2000-John R. OôBrien 

2001-N. Scott Deno 

2002-N. Scott Deno 

2003-Patricia B. Swigart 

2004-Patricia B. Swigart 

2005-John R. Mueller 
2006-John R. Mueller 

2007-Nicholas Sabatino 

2008-Nicholas Sabatino 

2009-Francis P. Searer 

2010-Francis P. Searer 

2011-Bill M. Loy  

2012-Bill M. Loy  
2013-Ernest Romanini 

2014 Ernest Romanini 

 

¶ deceased 

1951-William E. Swigart, Jr.* 

1952-William E. Swigart, Jr.* 

1953-William E. Swigart, Jr.* 
1954-Stanley B. Smith* 

1955-Dr. Max Tornatore* 

1956-David T. Davis* 

1957-Leonard L. LeCrone* 

1958-Ernest L. Shank* 

1959-Chester E. Geist* 

1960-Chester E. Geist* 

1961-Paul Swartz* 
1962-Dr John C. Gourley, Jr.* 

1963-Dr John C. Gourley, Jr.* 

1964-William H. Harshbarger* 

1965-Leonard L. LeCrone* 

1966-Ferd D. Page, Jr.* 

1967-Ferd D. Page, Jr.* 

1968-Stephen Leoras* 
1969-Stephen Leoras* 

1970-Robert L. Meckley* 

1971-Dr. James K. Gordon* 

1972-Dr. James K. Gordon* 

 

 

 

 

1973-Fred P. Lockcuff* 

1974-Robert M. Struble 

1975-Robert M. Struble 
1976-Ferd D. Page, Jr.* 

1977-Stephen Leoras* 

1978-James L. Kingston* 

1979-James L. Kingston* 

1980-Larrie A. Derman 

1981-Larrie A. Derman 

1982-James F. Eichelberger* 

1983-James F. Eichelberger* 
1984-Charles Caracciolo* 

1985-Charles Caracciolo* 

1986-James Fisher 

1987-James Fisher 

1988-William Eardley* 

1989-Wiliam Eardley* 

1990-Ralph B. Grove 
1991-Ralph B. Grove 

1992-Ralph B. Grove 

1993-Ralph Hoover* 

1994-Robert M. Struble 

 

 

 

1951 ð 2015  
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COOKõS CORNER 

The 2015 "Cook's Corner" recipes will be  

In the Kitchen with the Swigart Museum  

 

 

Bread Dip 
Pat Swigart 

 

1 1/2 pt. sour cream 

3 teaspoons parsley flakes 

2 teaspoons celery salt 

1 1/2 pt. mayonnaise 

2 teaspoons dill seed 

2 Tablespoons minced onion flakes 

1 lb. corned beef sliced thin (deli), then chopped fine 

 

Mix ingredients together.  Let stand in refrigerator overnight.  Cut top of 

round rye bread and scoop out middle of loaf.  Cut extra bread into pieces for 

dipping.  Put dip mixture into bread bowl for serving. 
 

Onion Potatoes 
Paula Clemens 

 

5 lb. bag potatoes 

1 envelope Lipton onion soup mix 

Oil 

 

Peel and cube potatoes, place in a Ziploc bag, add onion soup mix and shake.  

Sprinkle cookie with oil, place potatoes on the sheet.  Bake at 350° for 45 

minutes or until potatoes are done. 

 
 
 

Helpful Hint  
 

To keep hot oil from splattering, sprinkle a little salt  

or flour in the pan before frying. 
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The Presidentôs Message 
 

Wow! Here I am as your president for a 

second time.  It floods back memories of 

how many great memories and friends 

this club has given me.  Indeed, 14 years 

fly by pretty fast!  

 

As an amazing coincidence, I was 

cleaning my "AACA" files recently and 

found many a memory renewed.  My past 

president messages for the year 2001, the 

region's 50th year celebration events, pictures of great past members who are no 

longer with us, and pictures of many current members with a much younger look 

(like me with a beard absent of gray hairs).  What's the take away?  We have 

wonderful people in our membership and life provides a limited time to make new 

memories with good people.  Make it your new year's resolution to join us in 

more region events and make some great memories. 

 

Also, think about a good friend who would be good new region member and 

invite them to a club event (remember interest in cars is required, but owning a 

car is option).  We do have a limited number of FREE! National & Region 

memberships to be given away to potential new members.  So, if you have a 

potential new member in mind, a free national & region membership might be just 

the thing.  Let me know.  

 

My first president's message from the year 2001 was familiar, an emphasis on 

getting new members and considering hosting a national event.  Since 2001 some 

of these goals have been achieved.   

 

As far as 2015 and our future, finding new members is definitely a goal for me 

again this year.  As far as another national event, I think, we may need a few more 

active members, but I might be wrong.  Please help convince our board and me by 

letting me know you have interest in helping the club host a national event.  At 

our last board meeting, Pat Swigart noted that the 2016, 3 day, Divisional tour 

was available for hosting (probably in June).  

 

Speaking of our board, remember, ALL members are encouraged to join us at 

meetings and input your ideas.  Next meeting is at the Patton Twp. building, 

Sunday March 15th at 2PM. 

 

More about me in next issue.  I may reprint my bio from my first 2001 president's 

message which was interesting.  As always, feel free to contact me anytime and 

anywhere about comments, ideas, concerns, and suggestions.  

 

Your president 

Scott Deno 

Allegheny Mountain Region Board Meeting  
Newburg Fire Hall, Altoona, PA 

January 11, 2015 
 

 The Board of Directors of the Allegheny Mountain Region held their 

meeting on January 11, 2015 at the Newburg Fire Hall, Altoona, PA. 

 

 Board members in attendance were: President Scott Deno, Vice President 

and Vapor Locks Editor Gladys Guyer, Treasurer Francis (Pete) Searer, Paula 

Clemens, Randy Clemens, Bill Guyer, Cathy Searer, Robert Struble Gail 

Whitman, Harry Whitman, and Secretary Pat Swigart.  

 Board member absent:  Fred Hammer 

 Other region Members present: Jeff Boring, William Soyster, Bill and 

Jackie Forsht.  

 

 The meeting was called to order at 2:10 PM by President Deno. 

 

 As the minutes of the October 5, 2014 Annual meeting and Board 

meeting were published in the Vapor Locks, upon motion of Randy Clemens, 

seconded by Paula Clemens they were approved.  The motion carried. 

 

 The Financial Report was given by Past Treasurer Gladys Guyer.  Gladys 

presented the Financial Report for the year 2014 which included the regular 

checking account, the Founders Tour account and some Sheetz Gift Cards.  

Upon motion of Bob Struble, seconded by Randy Clemens, the report was 

accepted and will be filed for audit.  

 

 Gladys gave a report of expenses for Vapor Locks for the year 2014.  The 

books will be turned over to the new 2015 Treasurer, Pete Searer. 

 

 Upon motion of Pat Swigart, seconded by Gail Whitman, the efficient 

and dedicated work that Gladys did as Treasurer was noted and greatly 

appreciated.  Motion carried.  A thank you and a round of applause were given 

to Gladys. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Memorial Day Show  

 A discussion of the Memorial Day Show indicated that the vendors 

having been placed in a new area last year accelerated their business.  Upon 

motion of Pete Searer, seconded by Paula, Susan Romanini will be asked to 

inform the vendors of an increase of $50.00 per trailer. 

 

 It was suggested that Scott check on having two more car dealers as 

sponsors for this show. 
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Membership 

 

The list of members who have not yet renewed their membership was 

discussed.  Renewals are still coming in.  So far 75 of our 105 joint members 

have renewed.  One membership contains both husband and wife so our 

membership is actually 210. 

 

 We received four applications for free new memberships from National. 

These are available for prospective members.  Harry Whitman took one 

applications.  If anyone has a prospective member they should contact Scott 

for a form. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Schedule of Events 

 The schedule of events was discussed with some plans finalized.  (The 

list will appear in this issue of Vapor Locks)  There will be additional 

discussions and plans made at the next meeting. 

 

 It was decided that the person in charge of each dinner will regulate the 

amount of hors dôoeuvres. 

 

 Scott suggested that when we are going to a private venue for a dinner, 

we send in a work group to see if any cleanup is necessary. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 Upon motion of Paula, seconded by Gail, it was decided to again give 

$500.00 each to the AACA National Library and the AACA Antique Auto 

Museum.  Motion carried.  Scott will present these checks at the Annual 

Meeting of AACA in Philadelphia in February. 

 

 As some members of the Board would like to again host a National 

event, Pat reported that National has an opening for the Eastern Spring Tour in 

2016.  These tours are usually three day events and there is no limitation on 

number of cars or year so we would not be held to those guidelines.  This was 

discussed and tabled until the next meeting. 

Correspondence 

 We received a thank you note from the recipient of the scholarship that 

we presented at the Pennsylvania College of Technology, Vanessa Mathurin 

from Philadelphia.   

 

 Upon motion of Pat, seconded by Bob it was decided that we give 

$1000.00 this year toward our scholarship Penn Tech.  Scott asked for  
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someone to attend the graduation at Pennsylvania College of Technology this 

year. 

 

 We received a thank you and pictures from the recipient of the trophy we 

presented at the Burnout Cancer Car Show.  His name is Edward Hamilton 

from Curwensville.  He had a 1987 Chevrolet Silverado Pick-up truck 4 X 4. 

Upon motion of Pete Searer, seconded by Paula Clemens, it was decided to 

offer him one of the free memberships. 

 

Adjournment 

 Upon motion of Pete Searer, seconded by Paula Clemens, the meeting 

was adjourned at 4:43 P.M. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled on March 15 at the Patton Twp. Building in 

State College at 2:00. 

 

          Respectfully submitted, 

 

         Patricia B. Swigart, Secretary  

 

Refreshments, prepared by members of the board were enjoyed throughout the 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Website to Share 
Info from Dean Kyler 

 

These websites are educational and enjoyable on a cold winter day. Visit 

www.historicvehicles.org. 

 

At the home page of this site to the right of the screen you will see other sites 

listed from top to bottom that may also interest you.   

 

Example:  At "Jay Leno's Garage", Jay gives you an up-close and personal 

tour of his1925 Doble Steam Car with all of its inter-workings.   

 

Click another "picture" site and view "Barney Pollard's personal 1915 

Chalmers with all of its unique advanced technology 

 

http://www.historicvehicles.org/


2015 Calendar of Events 
 

February 12-15 AACA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia  

February 18 "Cook's Nite Out" - Friendly's Restaurant in Altoona 

March 15 Board Of Directors Meeting, 2:00 at the Patton Twp. 

Building in State College. 

March 18 "Cook's Nite Out" - Paesano's in Alexandria 

April 11 Spring Dinner at the Smithfield Fire Hall in Smithfield, 

near Huntingdon 

April 11 Board of Director's Meeting Smithfield Fire Hall 

April 15 "Cook's Nite Out" 

April 24 - 27 Spring Carlisle 

May 17 Mystery Tour 

May 20 "Cook's Nite Out" 

June 5, 6, 7  Weekend Tour to Jim Thorpe/Strawberry Festival 

June 17 "Cook's Nite Out" 

June 28 Forsht's Picnic 

June 28 Board of Director's Meeting 

July 11or 18 2 Day Tour to Jennerstown Speedway and Ronnie Morse's 

car display/Everett Farmers Barn 

July 15 "Cook's Nite Out" 

July 27-31 AACA Vintage Tour, Lancaster, PA 

August 7, 8, 9 Swigart Meet 

August 14,15,16 Lake Erie/Presque State Park Tour 

August 19 "Cook's Nite Out" 

August 30-Sept 4 AACA Glidden Tour, OK City, OK 

September 14 -18 AACA Founders Tour - North East Ohio 

September 16 "Cook's Nite Out" 

September 27 Delgrosso Show 

Sept. 30-Oct. 4 Fall Carlisle 

October 7-16 Fall Hershey 

October 17 or 24 Fall Dinner 

October 21 "Cook's Nite Out" 

November 18 "Cook's Nite Out" 

December 18 "Cook's Nite Out" 
 

Additional events will be listed as they are confirmed. 

 

 

From The Editor  

 

As we leave the holidays behind us here we are in a new 

year.  Allegheny Mountain Region will celebrate its 64th 

year in 2015.  This is quite an accomplishment don't you 

think?  Ever wonder why that is?  It is because of 

dedicated members who are willing to go the extra mile to 

make this club a success.   

 

The Board of Directors met for the 2015 planning meeting to get the calendar 

started for the year.  There will be oodles of scheduled happenings.  Yes, there 

will be many opportunities for you to join the fun.   

 

At the Board meeting there was conversation on hosting a National Event.  

With over 200 great members in Allegheny Mountain Region it surely seems 

to me the Region could get the volunteers needed to form a "Tour Team" and 

successfully host any event.  Hmméthis may just be something to think about 

on these cold days. 

 

I will remain Vapor Locks editor for the Region and keep you up-to-date on 

all activities.  Just keep your eyes in each edition of Vapor Locks for dates and 

highlights for each event. 

 

I don't know about you but I am already looking forward to Spring and getting 

out with the old car and good friends.  Bill and I are planning to participate in 

a lot of club adventures in 2015 and they are adventures.  Come join in and 

you will understand why I say adventures. 

 

Meet you in the next issue or better yet I will meet you at the club's next 

event. 

 

Gladys 

 

 

 

 

" Quote of the Day"  
 

"The strength of the team is each individual member.  

The strength of each member is the team . 

Phil Jackson 

 

 

 



Just For Laughs  
 

A husband takes his wife t o her high school 

reunion.  After meeting several of her friends 

and former school mates, they are sitting at a table where he 

is yawning and overly bored.  

 

The band cranks up and people are beginning to dance.  

There's a guy on the dance floor living it large. He is break 

dancing, moon walking, doing back flips, and buying drinks for 

people, the works!  

 

The wife turns to her husband and says, "See that guy? 25 

years ago he proposed to me and I turned him down."  Husband 

says: "Looks like he's still celeb rating!!!"  

 

 

2015 Membership Renewal 
Allegheny Mountain Region Members   

 

The deadline for renewal of your 2015 membership  

was December 31, 2014 .  

 

If you have forgotten to renew, please do so 

immediately or regretfully your name will be 

removed from the m embership list and this will be 

your last issue of Vapor Locks.  

 

 

COOKõS NIGHT OUT 
No cooking tonight !! 

Report by Gladys Guyer  
 

Cookôs Night Out held on the third Wednesday 

each month continues to be well attended so I am 

happy to report it is continuing in 2015  ñCooks 

Night Outò is for all members to get together, 

socialize, spend a relaxing evening together and the 

ñCookò loves getting the night off. 

 

At the January Board/membership meeting the next few restaurants were 

chosen.  They are listed below and also on the calendar of events 

 

Reservations are not required but are greatly appreciated.  This helps the 

coordinator with the restaurant seating.  Beside each date you will see the 

name of the coordinator and phone number.  Please give them a call if you 

know in advance that you can attend.   Come on out and share the evenings 

with friends from AMR.   

 

Plan to give your ñCookò the night off and join us on the 3rd Wednesday of 

each month. 

 

 

 

 

Cook's Night Out Schedule 
3

rd
 Wednesday each month at 6:30 

 

February 18 Friendly's Restaurant in Altoona, PA 

 Contact Person, Paula Clemens at 814-215-5949 

 

March 18 Paesano's Restaurant in Alexandria 

 Contact Person, Gladys Guyer at 814-667-3796 

 

April  15 Dottavio's Italian House, Tyrone 

    Contact Person, Scott Deno at 814-238-4031 
 

May 20   Restaurant not chosen at this time 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Join the AACA Team  

By Herb Oakes, Recruitment Chair 

       

ñLooking for a few good men and women to serveò. 

You have probably heard this slogan, but donôt 

worry; you are not going to be sent to Parris Island,  

SC.  

 

AACA was founded in November 1935 by a small 

group of people with a common interest, the love of 

old cars.  Going into our 80th year in 2015, we have 

grown to over 60,000 members.  AACA is definitely the leader of this hobby 

throughout the world.  
 

We have many committees, National Activities, Websites, Library and 

Research Center, Publications, Membership, Judging, HPOF, DPC, 

Development and Support, Youth Activities/Scholarships.  Think about this. 

If interested, contact me and I will send you a Participation Form that will let 

us know your interests. It is members like you that keeps AACA strong and 

continually moving forward. 
 

79
th

 ANNUAL MEETING  

ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA  

February 12-15, 2014 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

Meeting,  

Trade Shows, Seminars, 

Ladyôs Breakfast, 

Presidentôs Dinner, 

Auction, 

National Judging Schools, 

National Awards Banquet 
 

COME AND ENJOY!!!  

The Way It Was Back Then  

From Pat Swigart 
 

" Fast Food"  
Someone asked the other day, 'What was your favorite fast food when you were 

growing up?   We didn't have fast food when I was growing up, I informed him.  

All the food was slow. 'C'mon, seriously.  Where did you eat?  It was a place 

called "at home,'' I explained Mom cooked every day and when Dad got home 

from work, we sat down together at the dining room table, and if I didn't like what 

she put on my plate I was allowed to sit there until I did like it.' 
 

By this time, the kid was laughing so hard I was afraid he was going to suffer 

serious internal damage, so I didn't tell him the part about how I had to have 

permission to leave the table.  
 

But here are some other things I would have told him about my childhood if I 

figured his system could have handled it.  
 

Some parents NEVER owned their own house, never wore Levis, never set foot 

on a golf course.  They had something called a revolving charge card.  The card 

was good only at Sears Roebuck.  Or maybe it was Sears & Roebuck.  Either way, 

there is no Roebuck anymore. 
 

My parents never drove me to soccer practice because we never had heard of 

soccer.  I had a bicycle that weighed probably 50 pounds, and only had one speed, 

(slow).  We didn't have a television in our house until I was19.  It was, of course, 

black and white, and the station went off the air at midnight, after playing the 

national anthem and a poem about God.  It came back on the air at about 6 a.m. 

with locally produced news and farm show on, featuring local people. 
 

I was 21 before I tasted my first pizza; it was called pizza pie.  When I bit into it, I 

burned the roof of my mouth and the cheese slid off, swung down, plastered itself 

against my chin and burned that, too.  It's the best pizza I ever had. 
 

I never had a telephone in my room.  The only phone in the house was in the 

living room and it was on a party line.  Before you could dial, you had to listen 

and make sure some people you didn't know weren't already using the line. 
 

Pizzas were not delivered to our home but milk was.  
 

All  newspapers were delivered by boys.  My brother delivered a newspaper, six 

days a week.  It cost 7 cents a paper, of which he got to keep 2 cents.  He had to 

get up at 6AM every morning.  On Saturday, he had to collect the 42 cents from 

his customers.  His favorite customers were the ones who gave him 50 cents and 

told him to keep the change.  His least favorite customers were the ones who 

seemed to never be home on collection day.  
 

Growing up isn't what it used to be, is it? 
 



CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

On December 7, members of the 

Region gathered for the annual 

Christmas Party.  The holiday 

event was celebrated at Barry and 

Marlene Halbritter's beautifully 

decorated Lodge in Altoona.  

Hostesses Mary Ingham and Paula 

Clemens made preparations and 

Christmas spirit flowed through the 

room.  The ladies looked beautiful 

in festive outfits and the guys were 

quite spiffy in their holiday ties. 

 

The festivities began at 1:00 by 

arriving and catching up with other 

members.  Very soon, everyone 

wandered over to the appetizer 

table.  It was out of this world.  The 

wide variety of delicious food could 

have absolutely been the meal. 

 

President elect Scott Deno asked 

everyone to take a seat.  He 

welcomed everyone and gave some 

brief remarks before the invocation. 

The meal was ready so everyone made 

their way to the buffet.  Caterer Greg 

Sheets made an absolutely scrumptious  

meal.  Everyone was so full 

butéeveryone saved a little room for the 

yummy desserts that Mary Ingham 

brought. 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY pg. 2 
As we sat around enjoying our coffee or 

tea Scott took the podium and thanked 

everyone who made the day perfect.  Mary 

Ingham, Paula Clemens as well as Greg 

Sheets and his staff.   

At this time gifts were presented to 

the young people.  Mrs. Clause or 

should I say Gladys delivered a $5 bill to 

each person as a token of the holiday 

spirit. 

 

Next, Scott introduced magician 

"Don Foor".  Don entertained everyone with his magic hands.  Several of his 

acts required audience participation so several volunteered to assist.  I am not 

going to tell you any more about Don's magic other than to say the magic was 

fantastic!!  You will have to attend 

and see for yourself.  
 

I can tell you I heard many asking 

"how did he do that"?   
 

 

Thank you Don for preforming a 

spectacular show! 

 



The Rear View 

Mirror  
Info from various sources found by Gladys Guyer 

 

Who really invented the rear view mirror a standard on all U.S. Cars?  Here 

is some interesting information I have found.  Three people played a part in 

the invention.  Dorothy Levitt, Ray Harroun and Elmer Berger. 

 

The rear-view mirror's earliest known use and mention is by Dorothy Levitt in 

her 1906 book The Woman and the Car which noted that women should 

"carry a little hand-mirror in a convenient place when driving" so they may 

"hold the mirror aloft from time to time in order to see behind while driving in 

traffic", thereby inventing the mirror. 

 

The earliest known 

rear-view mirror 

mounted on a motor 

vehicle appeared in 

1911.  Ray Harroun's 

Marmon racecar (the 

"wasp") mounted the 

rear view mirror on 

struts above the car at 

the Indianapolis 500 

race in 1911 

 

Although Harroun is 

the first known use of such a mirror on a motor vehicle, Harroun himself 

claimed he got the idea from seeing a mirror used for a similar purpose in 

1904.  Harroun also claimed that the mirror vibrated constantly due to the 

rough brick surface, rendering it largely useless. 

 

Elmer Berger is usually credited with 

inventing/producing the rear-view 

mirror.  He was the first to patent it 

1921. Berger developed and 

manufactured it for incorporation into 

production street going automobiles by 

his Berger and Company.   

 

Berger named his device the  

"COP-SPOTTER." 
 

JUST FOR THOUGHT 
 

It was chilly in Manhattan but warm inside the Starbucks shop on 51st Street 

and Broadway, just a skip up from Times Square.  Early November weather in 

New York City holds only the slightest hint of the bitter chill of late 

December and January, but it's enough to send the masses crowding indoors to 

vie for available space and warmth.  

 

For a musician, it's the most lucrative Starbucks location in the world, I'm 

told, and consequently, the tips can be substantial if you play your tunes right.  

Apparently we were striking all the right chords that night, because our basket 

was almost overflowing.  It was a fun, low-pressure gig.  I was playing 

keyboard and singing backup for my friend who also added rhythm with an 

arsenal of percussion instruments.  We mostly did pop songs from the '40s to 

the '90s with a few original tunes thrown in.  

 

During our emotional rendition of the classic, "If You Don't Know Me by 

Now," I noticed a lady sitting in one of the lounge chairs across from me.  She 

was swaying to the beat and singing along.  After the tune was over, she 

approached me.  "I apologize for singing along on that song.  Did it bother 

you?" she asked. "No," I replied.  "We love it when the audience joins in.  

Would you like to sing up front on the next selection?  "To my delight, she 

accepted my invitation.  "You choose," I said.  "What are you in the mood to 

sing?"  Well... ...do you know any hymns?  "HYMNS"?  This woman didn't 

know who she was dealing with.  I cut my teeth on hymns.  I gave our guest 

singer a knowing look. "Name one".  Oh, I don't know.  There are so many 

good ones.  You pick one.  "Okay," I replied.  "How about 'His Eye is on the 

Sparrow'?" 

 

My new friend was silent, her eyes averted.  Then she fixed her eyes on mine 

again and said, "Yeah. Let's do that one.  "She slowly nodded her head, put 

down her purse, straightened her jacket and faced the center of the shop.  

 

With my two-bar setup, she began to sing.  Why should I be discouraged?  

Why should the shadows come?  The audience of coffee drinkers was 

transfixed.  Even the gurgling noises of the cappuccino machine ceased as the 

employees stopped what they were doing to listen.  The song rose to its 

conclusion.  I sing because I'm happy; I sing because I'm free for his eye is on 

the sparrow, and I know He watches me.   

 

When the last note was sung, the applause crescendoed to a deafening roar 

that would have rivaled a sold-out crowd at Carnegie Hall.  Embarrassed, the 

woman tried to shout over the din, "Oh, y'all go back to your coffee!  I didn't  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_Levitt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_Harroun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marmon_Motor_Car_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis_500
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Elmer_Berger_(inventor)?qsrc=3044
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come in here to do a concert!  I just came in here to get something to drink, 

just like you!"  But the ovation continued...I embraced my new friend.  "You, 

my dear, have made my whole year!  That was beautiful!"  Well, it's funny 

that you picked that particular hymn," she said..."Why is that?"  

 

Well..." she hesitated again, "that was my daughter's favorite song.  "Really!"  

I exclaimed.  "Yes," she said, and then grabbed my hands. By this time, the 

applause had subsided and it was business as usual... "She was 16 and passed 

away of a brain tumor last week.  

 

"I said the first thing that found its way through my stunned silence.  "Are you 

going to be okay?  "She smiled through tear-filled eyes and squeezed my 

hands.  "I'm going to be okay."  

 

She picked up her bag, gave me her card, and then she was gone.  Was it just a 

coincidence that we happened to be singing in that particular coffee shop on 

that particular November night?  Was it just a coincidence that this wonderful 

lady just happened to walk into that particular shop?  Was it coincidence that 

the Hymn was chosen?  You decide for yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

Allegh eny Mountain Region  

Board of Directors Meeting  

March 15 , 2015  

Patton Twp. Building  

State College  

2:00  

Everyone is welcome!  

 

Cars You May Have Never Seen  

 

Concept Cars of the 1950's 
Pat Boab 

 

                                

The 1956 

Chrysler Diable 

The history of 

the Chrysler 

Diablo dates 

back to the mid-

1950s.  In 1956 it 

was unveiled as 

the Dart from 

Chrysler.  It was fitted with a retractable hardtop coupe and showcased many 

of the design team's visions of a future means of transportation.  After its 1956 

tour was complete, it returned to Ghia where a convertible soft top replaced 

the original hardtop.  The engine was tweaked and the suspension was 

improved.  It returned with a new name, the Dart II, and it was shown during 

the 1957 season, though with limited exposure.  It was painted in Italiano Red 

and shown at a number of European venues.  
 

Near the close of summer in 1957, the car returned to Ghia, where it was 

again given updates.  This time, the modifications were more significant with 

several significant body features re-worked.  When it emerged from Ghia 

shops and destined for the US show circuit, the car wore the name "Diablo". 
 

                           1956 Buick Centurion 

 

Another unique 

concept car was 

the 1956 Buick 

Centurion.  This 

car was an 

aerodynamic 

four-seat coupe 

with a patented 

rear-mounted 

television camera to provide a rear view to the driver.  Front seats 

automatically slid back when the doors were opened for easier entry and also 

moved forward to provide entry and exit to the back seats.  A cantilevered 

steering wheel positioned the steering shaft down the center of the car, 

allowing more legroom for the driver. 



 
 

Summer tours are not far away and 

the preparations are underway. 

Allegheny Mountain Region is 

fortunate to have Fred and Nina 

Hammer for this time consuming job.  

 

They are arranging four  wonderful 

tours for members of AMR to enjoy!! 

There will be Special features on all.   

 

Fred is having some computer problems but will have complete 

details in the next issue of Vapor Locks.  In the meantime, I will 

report some highlights of each tour.  Mark your calendars now and 

plan to have some fun!  You WILL NOT want to miss these tours!! 
 

HAVE YOU R CALENDAR OUT?  

HAVE A PEN?  

Here we go!!  

 

We will get the summer started with an afternoon Mystery Tour. 

 

Tour #1  

May 17 Mystery Tour. 
Want to add some Mystery to a Sunday afternoon? 

 

The tour takes place in the State College Area.   It will be an afternoon filled 

with an unknown "MYSTERY" drive.  You will not want to miss this unique 

tour!  Mark your calendar. 

 

Tour  #2  
This tour will be an optional 1, 2, or 3 day fun filled weekend. 

 

June 5, 6, 7 Weekend Tour 

Jim Thorpe/Strawberry 

Festival with Lehigh Gorge 

Train Excursion (on second day) 
 

This will be a tour you can choose how many 

days you would like to travel with the group.  

Come for 1, 2, or 3 days.  It will be leisurely travelling on scenic back roads.  

We will be exploring, shopping, socializing and of course eating.  Don't miss 

this chance to drive the old car and have a great weekend at the same time.  

Mark your calendar. 

 

 

Tour #3  

JENNERSTOWN SPEEDWAY  

TWO -DAY TOUR  

July 11& 12 or July 21 & 22 
(date will be confirmed soon) 

 

The region had wonderful hospitality at the Jennerstown Speedway and had a 

special pit tour andé.drove on the track.  Nice as it was, our visit got cut 

short due to heavy rain.   

 

AMR has been invited back to the Jennerstown Speedway in 2015.   

 

This tour will also feature visits to Ronnie Morse's Pristine Garage and the 

Everett Farmers Barn and more.  Mark your calendar. 

 

 



Tour #4  

Lake Erie/Presque State Park Tour. 
 

 
August 15, 16 &17 or 22, 23 &24  

(date will be confirmed soon) 

 
This tour takes us on a journey to Lake Erie area.  One highlight of the tour 

will be departing on a boat from Perry Monument on Presque Isle State Park.  

We will experience the scenic beauty of the Peninsula and Erie waterfront 

while viewing three historic lighthouses on the 65-foot great lakes vessel, 

"Lady Kate."  The 14-mile, 90-minute tour ventures out onto the open waters 

of Lake Erie.  You will view Presque Isle's shores, Erie's skyline, lighthouses, 

ships, the beaches, Gull Point Nature Preserve, wildlife and numerous other 

sights.  Live narration takes place on each tour by knowledgeable guides that 

identify and describe points of interest. 

 

Check in the next issue of Vapor Locks butééMARK YOUR 

CALENDARS and save the dates for each tour.  You will not be 

disappointed! 

 

 
 

Contact Fred as soon as you know that you be will 

able to join any of the scheduled tours.  

FCHAMMER1@aol.co m  

Remember these were only the highlights.  

Additional information will be in the next issue of 

Vapor Locks. 
 

 

 

Allegheny Mtn.  Region Members 

Receive Special Recognition! 
at the 

Eastern Fall Meet 

Hershey, Pennsylvania 

October 11, 2014 
 

Congratulations  !!!!  
 

 
Tom Orr, Jr. from Altoona 

1962 Chevrolet 

Received the Historic Preservation Award  
 

John Mueller from Altoona  
1929 Chevrolet 

Received a Repeat Preservation Award  
 

                  
 

Beautiful vehicles!! 

 

 



The Recycle Gallery  
 

 

 
Just for a guy!! 

 

 
Remember the '50's! 

"1965" YESTER YEARS  NEWS  

50 YEARS AGO  

Vapor Locks  

Below is the scheduled calendar of events. for 1965 noting that events 

requiring less preparation and time will be " sandwiched"  in between 

these dates as the season progresses such as Sunday afternoon picnics, 

invitations to parades etc. 

 

 

February 27, Altoona Pa.   Restoration Seminar 

 

April 4, Windber and Wexford, Pa  A visit with the Gourley's -- a 

 bus tour originating at Tyrone heading first to Windber then onto

 Wexford to see the the Gourley and Gourley-Givens collection. 

 

May 29, 30 and 31 Cook's Forest  Three day tour to Cook's 

 Forest.  Al Shaw, Paul Swartz and Leonard  LeCrone, Co-chairmen. 

 

June 27, Lewistown, Pa.  Shawnee Chapter host. Steve Leoras, 

 Chairman 

 

July 16, 17, an 18  The Williamsport Show George Orwig, II,  Chairman 

 

August 20, 21, and 22, Huntingdon, Pa  Swigart Museum Meet.  

 Ralph Kyler, Chariman assisted by Ken Hileman, Dr. John Gourley, 

 Chester Geist and Ferd Page. 

 

September 12, Woodward, Pa  Auto Rally.  Alfred Shaw, Chairman 

 

October 3, Weikert, Pa.  Hironomus Church Cookout, Shikellamy 

Chapter hosts, Blair Deibler, Chairman 

 

November, 14, Millheim, Pa.  Annual Business meeting and election 

1966 officers, plus   Thanksgiving Dinner, J. Leroy Forsythe, Chairman 

 

December 12, Millheim, Pa   Christmas Party, Robert Struble, 

 Chairman 

 

Members of Allegheny Mountain Region 50 years 

ago enjoyed much of what we do in 2015!  


